
P le n itu d e

Uhen you get to  be t h is  age you wonder
i f  th e  c a la  in s id e  y o u r chest
is  wisdom o r  th e  o n s la u g h t o f  d e c re p itu d e ,
o r  no «o re  th a n  a chance a lig n m e n t
o f y o u r s e l f  w ith  th e  t id e ,
th e  p ro a is e  o f a q u ie t  suaaer o t the  beach
U h a te v e r: I w i l l  e n jo y  i t  w h ile  i t  la s ts .

T h e re ’ s b o u n ty  here  s t i l l
on t h is  n o rth w e s t edge o f R w e rica .
U e 've  no t y e t le a rn e d  to  p a rc e l out
th e  Boon o r  sun o r  s ta r s ,
and th e  s e a g u lls ,  fo r  now, look h e a lth y .

find th e n  th e re  s you
w a lk in g  b e s id e  the  w a te r,
ay o ld  f r ie n d .

You look os n a tu ra l on t h is  shore  
as in  ay bed, and I know you 
know i t  to o  — you r s m ile :  
as b ig  as th e  sun above yo u r head

Uhen lo ve  grows up i t  d o e s n 't  ask 
f o r  wore th a n  what i t  has, o r  why.
There is  p le n ty  here  in s id e  th e  sea, 
b e n ea th  th e  sand, and b e h ind  th e  sky.
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H id in g  fro a  Am erica

I .

H id ing froa  you, f la e r ic o ,  he re  b e s id e  th e  sea
is  not th e  b ra v e s t th in g  I 'v e  e ve r done but then
l a  not fe e l in g  v e ry  b ra ve  r ig h t  now
I ’ a fe e l in g  wore l i k e  a c a r to o n  c h a ra c te r
t h a t ’ s seen a a o n s te r ,  w ith  i t s  h a i r
s t ic k in g  s t r a ig h t  up, and t e r r o r
l i k e  a creaw p ie  a l l  o ve r i t s  face
The o c e a n  and th e  sky even  f r i y h ,  »-ned we
la s t  n ig h t  when I w a lked down to  th e  w a te r,
two dark e le w e n ts  g r in d in g  ay courage

between thew, a p a i r  o f an g ry  gods. T h e y 're  p is s e d ,
I f e l t  i t ,  and th e  sand was s o f t  and w e t, 
and I knew th a t  i t  c o u ld  open up and sw a llow  we, 
and i t  would be f u l l y  j u s t i f i e d ,  th e  sand would 
And th e  sea They have r ig h t s  to o , R w erica .
I f  th e y  dewand wy l i f e  in  p a r t ia l  r e t r i b u t i o n ,  
do I r e a l l y  have 0 g r ip e '

11.

But l i k e  I say I 'a  t r y in g  to  get away frow  you,
R w erica : I t ' s  to u g h . E l im in a te d  th e  TV
and th e  te le p h o n e  Got r i d  o f th e  c o r .  Been re a d in g
Basho and B rech t b e s id e  the  sea ( in  d a y l ig h t
i t  seews wore c o w p la c e n t) ,  but I cannot escape you f u l l y
I d o n 't  th ink . I can, not anywhere
on t h is  p la n e t .  R w erica , y o u 're  e x p o r t in g  y o u r s in s  
fa s te r  than  I can f in g e r  thew 
Your c ig a r e t t e  w e rchan ts  open w a rke ts  ove rseas  
q u ic k e r  th a n  th e  spread o f a w a lig n a n t lung tu w o r.
Feca l b u rg e r consum ption  is  up w o rld w id e  
Ban food dyes he re  - -  sp what 
They ' l l  s e l l  w e ll t h e re .
R w erica , you w o n 't be happy u n t i l  y o u 'v e  screwed 
w ith  th e  c e l ls  o f everyone in  th e  w o r ld .

Bugs Bunny is  e x p e r ie n c in g  a re su rg e n ce  in  p o p u la r i t y .  
T h is  b o th e rs  we

IV .

I t r i e d  to  f in d  r e s p i te  frow  you,
R w erica , in  th e  u n iv e r s i t y  (and I w igh t t r y  a g a in , 
when I g iv e  o u t ,  c ra w lin g  to  suck at i t s  t e a t )  
but l i k e  an unwanted p a r ty  guest
you a re  as p re se n t th e re  as anyw here.
I le a rn e d  a lo t ,  though - -  t h i s :  Knowledge is  a c lu b .  
I t  is  used to  b ludgeon  th e  c o m p e t it io n .
C o o p e ra tio n , to o , is  a ls o  engendered 
at th e  u n iv e r s i t y ,  v ia  th e  f r a t e r n i t y  systew  
Those w ith  t in y  c lu b s  band to g e th e r  

to  b ludgeon  th e  c o m p e t it io n .
I know I s t i l l  sound soph om oric , A m erica ,
here  in  th e  do tage o f  my t h i r t i e s ,
and long  a f t e r  p a s s in g  th e  exaas,

but t h is  is  what I r e a l l y  th o u g h t:  I r e a l l y  th o u g h t 
know ledge sh o u ld  lead to  wisdom, 
and i f  w is d o t d id  not lead to  lo ve  
i t  was o f  no v a lu e .

U.

R w erica , yo u r day is  done, yo u r
n ig h t is  come. Ouw-de-duw,
duw-de-dum ,
done done done.
Y o u 're  tapped o u t ,  R w erica .

V I .

You a re  eve ryw h e re , R w e rica , you a re  a s e l t z e r  b o t t le  
in  th e  k is s e r  when I le a s t expect i t .

You o re  an o i l y  te rn  on th e  sh o re .

You o re  th e  w o r ld 's  p r a t f a l l ,  R w erica
and you a re  so p roud  o f  i t .
I t  is  enough, R w e rica , i t  is  enough
to  d r iv e  one lo oney .

------ B i l l  Cl unie


