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Open Letter to President Clinton by John Trudell <

"Thus 1s our tme Lot us embrace it There
18 nothung wrong with Amenca that can not
be cured by what is nght with America *
Insuguration Day, 1993

the mdigenous people of Amenca
(Tnbal Nations) the phrase what s nght
with Amenca can and does have mam
meanngs A prest many of the stuations
faced by the tnhes e comnected «
Amenca’s policies of ambiguty between
rhetoric and defistion  For example, the
treaties between Amenca and the tnbes
fo the tnhes and the

Uealies we laws Lawy

nicrmational

refllecting the legtimacy of nations and

between nations o the Amencan
povernment, they have been preces of paper
0 be mamupulated st wi1ll In Amerca a

naion of laws, the tnbes still are

constan! struggle W muvive the genocide of

Aasmmi laton

Ihe Amencanization of the northen
westarn hemmusphere has  reduced tnbal

populations w0 the mmallest munonty

surrounded I maponty rule concepts of
democracy

All the thbes have to defend themselves
with are the r:r‘n.ﬁ recognized as law and

cultural voices which are strong but lost

the nowse of the mayonity

In this generation while the voung
peopie of Amencan were challenging the

hcwes of war (Vietnam { ecology

scumn and racimm (i the tnbes were

engaged in therr own struggles to have

Amenican government honor (respect) the
law of treaty and the laws of Amenca

We are wnting this letter to you on a
malter of wgency and importance Ower the
years, afler contact with attorneys, aflected
persons, access to limited FH] and countless
court documents, we have become
increamingly aware and concerned st the
illegal and apparently ruthless conduct of
the FBI and other intelligence agencies in

the suppression of native people’s treaty and
LLeonard Peltier

Update

Leonard Peltier, Native Amenican political
prisoner, and his  supporters are st
awniting the decimion from his November 9
92, Eighth Cucuit Court of Appeals
tieanng [hus appeal for a tnal s
based on the demal of due process
/70 tnal for the wder of tw
the shood « bt weer
wd cmnber { . Ame 1
lia Movement n the c Mg
Heservation i « conard
cllier el ense | AWTETN L
Kansa es that e (
forthcoming ! -»
| eonard’s atlomey W file a Wt {
Mandamus with the court 1n an effort to get
a decision
(n Mav 1 LA cavenworth Federa

Pemitentiary, where leonard s currently

imprisoned, put ts “"Monitoning High
Escape Risk Prisoners Program® mnto effect
Mus plan required prisoners who were
demignated as hugh escape nisks by the stafl
o sign i every two hours |Leonard, along
with ten others, refused, and they were put
into solitary confinement, known to prisor
officials as "under admumstrative action®
He was acting on the advice of lus
attorneys, Ramsey Clark and Bill Kunstler
who lelt that by mgning a form which labels
hum a hugh nsk inmate, Leonard could hur
tus chances for freedom at a clemency or

paroic heanng His attorneys also advised

the pnson that with some revimon o the
form Leonard would agree to sign By 7pm
that mght evervone was out of solitary and
Leonard now does sign 1n every two hours
Ihe pnson has vet to explain how 1t
Jetermuned which prisoners to put on thus
program, and why Leonard was selected

I cam more about | eonards case and
about the Amencan Indian Movement buy a

copy of the book “In the Spuint of Crany
Horse® by Peter Matthiessen, or rent the
video “Incident at Oglala * I
towards [ eonard's defense or to subscribe I
[Delense

donate

Spat of Crary Horse, the
Commutice newsletter contact them at The
Leonmd Peluer Defense Commitiee, PO

Hox SK1 Lawrence KS 66044

cawnl nghts movements m the United States
it 1s equally distwr™ng and frnghtening that
fespite

substantial evidence of sk

the eustence of clesr and

miw Nicticn

VRNOUS respons ble Comum [loes ard
subcomumuttees of the S Congress have
repeatadly refused 0 mvestigate these

maflers No one has hoen held accountable

nor any ecfforts taken prevent  a

recccwrmence  [hus nod only has prevented
reciress of gnevances, but threatens the veny

{abnc of Fust Amendment and treaty nghts

SrsInment Jocument s tained
Urough wvanous cowrt cases and the
creedom of Information Act reveal that

begunning of lemst by 1970, the FHI and

other foderal agencies began a campaugs

¥
nfi

Ltre

A and diwuption of tnbal treaty

and anl nghts organizations, most notably
the Amencan Indian Movement (AIM) By

/71, thus effort expanded to the use of the

parnmulitary forces of the S Marvhal's

serwice and the FHI to sftemgt to crush the

woupetson of Woumded K nes L] e nc
Kidge Indhan Ressyvation, the smite of the
| AW massacte of nearly 400 men. womer
and chuildren of the Lakota (Sioux) Natios

Ihe demonstrations began as a protest &

the repeatad volations of the Fort Laranue
Ireaty (law) of 1868 between the [akota
the Arapaho and the United States. and the

S CUovernments suppownt for a OrTugH
tribal acmuinistratior whuch violent
suppwessed  dissent he Jdav  mewe
ended with the agreement of the
Uovernment 0 investigate and redress a
century of wrongs However, afler the
OCCupaers were arrested the MNivon
admimstration i gnored 1t promises i
Native People

Judge Gernld Heaney of the S Court

of Appeals for the Eighth Circust recently
wrote (in) a letler supporting the growing
support of Executive Clemency for A | M
leader
Senator Dansel Inouye
“The United

Leonard Pelue sddressed 0

Slales

Lrovermunent

Instead of
legitumate

verrescted ot Wounded Knee
Iy onsidening the
gnevances of the Natve Peoples, the

~arcfu

response was cssentally a mulitary one
whach culmunated 1n & deadly firefight on
e 26, 1975, between the Native Peoples

and the F B 1 agents and the Unuted States

Marvhals *
n aklibom o mulitary force, F B
cuments show  the governmenlt then

altempted o utilze the cnnunal justice
wystemm as a means of cushing the

movemnent s 81, Amnesty International
tng the Pelter case, recommended an

wlependent inquiry mto the use of the

Amencan Crimunal Justice Svstem  for
pontical parposes by the F Bl and other
\

clhigence agencies in the United States

Since 198) lespite  repested requests
Congress has refused o conkhxt such an
Senale

ntelligence Commuttee, chaired by Senator

nvestigalyon [t 1975, the

ank Church, mvestigated political end
liegal operations of the F B | miting its
invesligalion to F H | acinilies through the

very early |19y
H locuments axd other evidence

whows that governmental hehavior in luded

nasive and specious criminal prosecution
Ol i U over L hctments of
Wounded Knee activists were digmissed by

Foderal Courts due 10 illegal use of the J

mulitary ), the F B | began arm and equig

& parmmulitary group on the Pine Ridge
Heservation loval to the tribal
adminustration Substantial documented
evidence shows this group murdered and
wounded hundreds of traditional people on
the reservabion (ou! of » populstxon  of

X)), whach created a climate of fear and
mtmudatton.  Thus climate lead directly o
the firefight on June 26, 1975, between
members of AILM and the FB 1, leaving
three people demd A June 23 1975
decimon W mvestigate evidence of F B |
cauunal activities aganst AIM  was

quashed by the Church Commutice, the day

u\"t b
after the firefight » because of the ¢ [he amvon murders of the famuly of .
firefight The < igc Neservalion was AIM Chau John Trudell, including 5
subjected 10 a ary-style occupation by s pregnant wife 'ma Manning Trudell ,f (4
the F B hat laste v Petibons by her mother, lLeah HMHicks Manning, and :
the US Conu . . ghts for o w iradell chuldren, Ricarda Star (age “‘\\:h
CONEIessiona the ), Sunshine (age 1) and Eh Changing At i
propoiety a nality of these Sun (age |5 months) on February 12 '-.:I'.' -
FBl pam Y operations and  other 1979, on the Duwck Valley Indian ‘:“ .
conduct wey SR ) Rescrvation in Nevada X
We a | K ) ippoint an -
Fxecut w1 e CTUITLL SN0 ¢ [he continued ful imprsonment of an Y
0 Rale « and  related Leonard Peltier and the Government's use
h 1
intellig c acliv 1 sl Lthe Amencan ol the crumunal justice svstem for political oy
indian M 1 present purposes  against nalive Qissodents and vy
growing evidence that the S activists M clher's eflorts for a new . e
Crovernmer e the il and  other Nal have been supported by over S0 ‘;'.\
AZCT) e conventrated  attack I Congress, 60 members of the
aga M afler ATM  embarmassed ( Parhlament Amnesty e
the Nixon Admunistration by ocx upving the Internationa the Archbishop of i
Naliona cacdguarters the Bureau of Canterbury, the Reverend Jesse Jackson
Ir farrs in Washington, D C  during and other people throughout the world v
the 'd national elections hereflore, we ‘ urts have, to date, been reluctant '
. ke thus investiga focal pownts W provide relief
v he owing areas and wherever
'y v Oof expect an investigation of
esc realibes to bnng justice.  Thas 18 no
. < rof the F B 0 the Pine Radge onger about justice, the dead cannot be %
scTvation  starting ecemnber 1972 Riven back thewr lives, thewr families canmot
ugh the present reality is that forget theur gne! and, afler more than 17
ae levels and mea [ violence and years of wrongful (illegal) impnsonment
' £ excalated walh tw ival of the conard Peltier cannot be given those vears
W the « lge Reservation in ha k vy ’
RILATY L I not decrease his 18 about truth Iruth should be g
known  Truth can help make a wrong less
he apparent governmental complicity Wrong »
.
pohitically ivated  murders  and Amenca should not be a country where
ponsored armed violence on and of! the government violence and manipulation of
e Ridge Reservation wath South the justice system will be used 10 suppress
akota in the early to mud- 1970 individuals and organizations who speak
including the ambush murder of (glala out against wrongs and seck rediess of

. ) Bisd T "l .
Sioux Civmal Rughts Organization lesder legitimate gnevances

Pedro Bissonette, the execution of A | M We pray you understand
member Anna Mae Pictou (aka  Anna

Mae Agquash) and the
assasminalion attempls aganst A M

leader Kussell Means

NLITWET IR LS Peace to vou
john Trudell
The Society of People Struggling to be Free

12439 Magnolia Boulevard, Suite 296
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Ihe San Francisco AIM office s \
conducting a national letter wnung
campaign to convince Presadent Bull Clinton
to grant executive clemency to Leonard and
set hum free They wanl executive
clemency, because even i Leonard gets a
retnal for hus murder conviction and s - R—
found innocent, he could still be tned for
attempted escape from Lompoc Prison in
California, even though he was there on
false charges Send your clemency request -
letters to Premdent Bill Clinton, 1600 .
Pennsylvania Ave NW, Washington [X
20500
’ o the :._, ' I :'.,r-.;,..r _',.'] Mo -rh:b ’,’R‘ ——]
horn lamb, but |'d hate to have to sell tto an

Ameran indian

L‘u]rr n Mk La p']l’lllh

Bruce E. Nims, P.C.

Wes Lawson

Organic Gardening
& Maintenance

436-0223

P () Box 800
folovana Park, OR 97145
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- STOP THE OCA’
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l Mail to: OMFA-PAC, 1951 W Burnside #1516, Portland OR 97209 l iy
L want 10 help stop the OCA! Here is what | can do s
" . B
! Here is my donation for: 03100 Q%50 O%25 O Other I - e 8
l I want to pledge $ monthly 10 stop the OCA| ' 2
Ot want 1o volunteer please give me more information’ r
- hy
I MName Phone _ l e
Address s I y y
HRY 6K City, State, Jina A )
l Occupation, B8 -
i e L P S —— ' .
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