
th e y  can see the  o th e r s ide o f the  q u e s tio n  But 
the  p ro b le m  is g e tt in g  th ro u g h  those closed doors 
som ehow

W hat I used to  do  w h e n  I was a k id  - in  h igh  

school. a c tu a lly - -w h e n  I got in to  a s itu a tio n  
w h e re  I was so in v o lv e d  I c o u ld n  t re a lly  look at 
i t  o b je c t iv e ly  - I fe lt  s tro n g ly  abou t so m e th in g  
and was rea l upset o r u p t ig h t - l  w o u ld  back o ff  
and look at the  s itu a tio n  I was in. the  g ro u p  I was 
ta lk in g  w ith  o r a rg u in g  w ith  and im a g in e  it  was 

on a stage and 1 was up o v e r the  stage lo o k in g  
d o w n  at them  and here  w as th is  scene w ith  these 

peop le  as the actors and I was one o f them  d ow n  
th e re  I cou ld  so rt o f laugh  at m y s e lf be ing  so 
s tu p id  as to  be so s tu b b o rn  and u n a b le  to  see the 
b ig  p ic tu re
A l is o n  So it  sounds lik e  you  w e re  t r y in g  to  get a 

m ore  o b je c tiv e  view* o f y o u rs e lf  
B o b  E ia c t ly  som ehow  b a ck in g  o ff  and lo o k in g  

at the  w h o le  th in g  and m y  p a rt in  it and w h y  , 

was re a c tin g  the  w a y  1 w as Was it  reasonab le  
fo r  me to  be re a c tin g  d if fe re n t ly ?  W hat w e re  the 

o th e r  op in ions , re a lly , th a t I was no t lis te n in g  to  
w h e n  I was r ig h t in  the  m id d le  o f it  a ll?
A l is o n  W h y  do you  th in k  peop le  are so 

re s is ta n t to  new  ideas?
B o b  I suppose change, if you  have  an 

e s ta b lish e d  p a tte rn  o f do ing  th in g s  -is 
th re a te n in g , e s s e n tia lly  But change is the  one 

c e r ta in ty  o f li fe  So one has to  be p re p a re d  for  it 
and be able to  look at it  o b je c t iv e ly  H o p e fu lly  
m ost changes are im p ro v e m e n ts  
A l is o n  You w o u ld  th in k  th a t w’ ith  c u m u la tiv e  
ye a rs  o f w isdom , w e w o u ld  be m ore  a da p te d  to  
change
B ob  W ell. no. I m no t su re  th a t s the  so rt o f 
c u m u la tio n  th a t occurs ( la u g h te r)  Basic 
s e cu ritie s  have to  be m a in ta in e d  and change is a 
th re a t to  those se cu ritie s

A c tu a lly , i f  wre hadn t been q u ite  so re s is ta n t to  
change I th in k  w e w o u ld  have le a rn e d  so m e th in g  
as the  c o u n try  de ve lo p e d  We have a ll th a t long 
p e rio d  o f t im e  w h e n  w e f i l le d  up the  c o n tin e n t 

s ta rt in g  on the  east coast, b u t w e  re  s t i l l  d o ing  the 
same u n fo r tu n a te  th in g s  in  the  c o n s tru c tio n  o f 

o u r c itie s , in  o u r p la n n in g  - th e re  are  th in g s  th a t 
need to  be changed b e fo re  ,t s too la te  to  change 
them  E duca tion  is the  answ er
A l is o n .  I o fte n  th in k , w ith  the  H aystack Rock 
P rog ram , th a t people  com e to  the  beach and see 

th is  in c re d ib ly  b e a u tifu l geog raph ica l se ttin g  and 
th e y  com e d o w n  and see the  ta n ks  and 
m icroscopes and th e y  say, W ell, o f course a ll o f 
th is  is here, look at th is l A nd  to  get them  to  
tra n s fe r  th a t -- to  th in k . W e ll, th is  is ju s t one 
e n v iro n m e n t and w h e n  I go hom e. 1 have one of 
these I t  doesn t look the  same b u t th e re  s some 
l i t t le  ecosystem  th a t be longs r ig h t  in  m y 
b a c k y a rd  th a t I cou ld  le a rn  abou t and teach o th e r 
peop le  abou t
B o b : P rec ise ly  Even a dese rt has a ll sorts  of 
th in g s  in te ra c tin g , d e p e n d e n t on one a n o th e r fo r  
s u rv iv a l A b a c k y a rd , i f  yo u  get d o w n  on y o u r  
hands and knees w ith  a hand lense and peer 
a ro u n d  in  the  grass to  th e  le ve l o f the  d ir t ,  is 
as to n ish in g
A l is o n :  Let s ta lk  abou t the  E ld e rh o s te l P rog ram  
W h y  do you  th in k  th e re  w as such an
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o v e rw h e lm in g  response to  o p e n in g  up  these 
p ro g ra m s?
B o b : M ost o f the  peop le  w h o  com e to  these are, 

in  m y  e xp e rie n ce  re t ire d  p ro fe ss io n a l 
peop le  -teachers , a tto rn e y s , chem is ts , e n g in e e rs  
geo log is ts - a ll ca tegories, a c tu a lly

One la d y  cam e cross c o u n try  on  a t ra in  b y  
h e rs e lf She d n e v e r been o u t o f her l i t t le  to w n  in  
A laba m a be fo re  and dec ided  she w as go ing  to  do 
so m e th in g  and she packed he r su itcase and cam e 
a ll the  w a y  to  P o rtla n d  on th e  t ra in  to  go to  th is  
class

She had a w o n d e r fu l l im e  W hen  she le ft  she 
ju s t fe lt  th a t she d le a rn e d  so m uch O pen ing  neu  
ho rizo ns  can occur at any  age An a w fu l lo t o f 
p ro fe ss io n a l peop le  becom e p re t ty  n a rro w  ,n 
th e ir  p ro fe ss io n a l careers, th e y  focus so in te n t ly ,  
th e re  s no tim e  o r space fo r  a n y th in g  else Some 
o f th e m  have the  fe e lin g  it  s g e tt in g  la te  and 
s u d d e n ly  th e y  re a lize  th e re  s a lo t m ore  ou t th e re  
th a n  th e v  ve been p a v in g  a tte n tio n  to  a ll th e ir  
liv e s
A l is o n  You and I have ta lk e d  abou t th is  
b e fo re  - i t  s v e ry  easy to  be p e s s im is tic  at th is  
p o in t in  hum an  h is to ry  - to  be aw are  th a t w e re 
in  se rious  tro u b le  I w a n t to  k n o w  w h a t ro le  
e d u ca tio n  p lays fo r  you  in  m a in ta in in g  some 
sense o f hope o r o p t im is m  abou t the  fu tu re  
B ob  C on tacting  peop le  ou t th e re  and seeing 
th e ir  responses and h a v in g  peop le  go a w ay  w ith  
opened  eyes m akes me fe e l even  m ore  tha t 
e d u ca tio n  is the answ e r People do change if  th e y  
u n d e rs ta n d  It  s p re t ty  la te  b u t s t il l ,  the  hope is 
in  e d u ca tio n  in  le tt in g  |>eople look at the  
w o r ld  p a r t ic u la r ly  th a t p h o to g ra p h  the 
a s tro n a u ts  took o f the  e a rth  th a t b lu e  b a ll 
f lo a t in g  o u t th e re  in  s p a c e -- th a t s a closed 

sys tem  A nd if  w e  get at it. w e  can keep  it 
o p e ra tin g  A nd  it  s go ing to  take  e d u ca tio n  to  
kn o w  how  to  m anage it. how  to  liv e  in  it 
A l is o n  W hat fe e lin g s  do  you  have w h e n  you 

look at th a t p h o to g ra p h ?
B ob There  s a m ix tu re , I th in k  I I I  neve r fo rg e t 

the  f ir s t  t im e  I saw tha t p h o to g ra p h  I th in k  it  s 
changed a lo t of peop le  s th in k in g  W hen tha t 
p ic tu re  f i r s t  appeared , a lo t of people  looked  at 
i t —th e y  m ay not have re a liz e d  it  was chang ing  
th e m --b u t  th e y  can t have fa ile d  to  see tha t it 
was a ll one l i t t le  b a ll ou t th e re , th a t s it  I t  s a 
closed sys tem  T he re  s n o th in g  com ing  ou t o f 
th e re  and n o th in g  go ing in. e ic e p t  e n e rg y  fro m  
the  sun 1 he g reen  s tu ff  c o n v e rts  the  e n e rg y  in to  
new  liv in g  m a te ria ls  P r im a ry  p ro d u ce rs  are 
p la n ts  e v e ry th in g  else is a consu m e r We are 
ju s t at the  to p  o f the  sys tem  We. and a fe w  o f 
the m am m a ls  are p ro b a b ly  the  e xpe ndab le  p a rts  
o f the  sys tem  The system  doesn t need us 
We re  h e re - w e c o n tr ib u te  n o th in g  to  it. in  o u r 

c u r re n t sys tem  We can. and w e shou ld  I th in k  
w e re  suppose to  be m a k in g  the  system  w o rk  
b e tte r  in s te a d  of p u rp o r t in g  it  to  o u r o w n  use 

I th in k  one o f o u r  fu n c tio n s  shou ld  be to  assist 
the  sys tem , the w h o le  w o r ld  system  and c o n tro l 

o u r o w n  m a lig n a n t g ro w th , fo r  one th in g  and 
a llo w  n o rm a l p a tte rn s  to  e x is t on the e a rth  
A l is o n :  I re a lly  th in k  w e d  be b e tte r  o f f  if  
peop le  w e re  open to  e d u c a tio n  Education doesn t 
have  to  be  coe rc ive
B ob  No. ju s t open the  eyes, look at th ings, at 
people , at societies, look a t th e  w o r ld  See w h a t s 
re a lly  th e re

Alison: Does e d u ca tio n  m ake  you  a rro gan t o r 
m ake  y o u  h u m b le ?
B ob  I th in k  it s h u m b lin g  i f  yo u  re a lly  look and 
see the  b ig  p ic tu re  I don t th in k  it  p rov id es  
a rro gance  I guess it  cou ld  - th e  a c q u is itio n  of 
k n o w le d g e , o f huge a m o u n ts  o f da ta  - th a t s v e ry  

s a t is fy in g  and cou ld  m ake  one a rro g a n t if you  fe lt  
th a t you  re a lly  k n e w  it. p a r t ic u la r ly  i f  you  fe l l

th a t o th e rs  d id n  t. bu t I don t th in k  it  shou ld  
m ake peop le  a rro g a n t at a ll I th in k  i t  can be 
v e ry  h u m b lin g , s a tis fy in g , th a t y o u r  b ra in  is 
do ing w h a t it s th e re  fo r  it s u n d e rs ta n d in g  

Alison I m re a lly  h a p p v  th a t so m e th in g  lik e  the 
E lde rhos te l P rogram  exists. because th e re  s so 

m uch m ore em phas is  on e d u ca tin g  c h ild re n  

Bob: and sort o f assum ing th a t it s go ing  to
stop
A l is o n  U e have th is  a t t itu d e  ,n o u r s o c ie ty --  
B o b : - th a t the re  s a t im e  w h e n  e d u ca tio n  is 

co m p le te d  The re  s no such th in g  The o n ly  place 
w h e re  g ro w th  co n tin u e s  to  expa nd  and d e ve lop  
' in  the b ra in )  is in  the  associa tion  areas And 
th a t is if  th e re  is such a th in g , a s tru c tu ra l basis 
fo r  w isdom  and th a t s v e ry  encou rag ing  to  an 
o ld  person ( la u g h te r I

For m ore in fo rm a tio n  about E lde rhos te l ca ll 
Sid S tu lle r 6 3 9  8 9 5 0  fo r  m ore in fo rm a tio n  
about the H aystack A w areness P rog ram  
ca ll Bob Bacon 238  3528  or Ed John 4 3 6 -1 6 6 5
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