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T h ey  Paved Paradise and
Put L

A Conversation with Bob Bacon
(K d u c a lio n  N e v e r  E n d s)

by

Alison Pride

a Parking Lot! ",,che"

On the day I met Bob Bacon he was probably 
peering into a microscope in front of Haystack 
Rock I was a volunteer that summer w ith the 
Haystack Rock Awareness Program and so was 
he One day I taught him standing absolutely 
still in front of the Rock, staring in what can only 
be described as rapt admiration When I asked 
him what he was looking at. he gestured 
expansively outward a gesture that encompassed 
the entire, awesome panorama I never get tired 
of looking at it, he said A friendship was born

Many shared bottles of fine wine and gixid 
meals later, I am even more impressed with him 
A short history only makes a poor attempt to 
describe his life he was the Professor of 
Anatomy at the University of Oregon Medical 
School from 1959 19#I, and retains the title of 
Professor Emeritus of Anatomy for the Oregon 
Health Sciences University In the late 1960 s he 
was President of the Citizens to Save Oregon 
Beaches during the fight lo protect public access 
to all of Oregon s beaches (something most of us 
take for granted) He was one of the early, lone 
voices protesting the building and operation of 
the Trojan Nuclear Power Plant

Now, at 75, although ostensibly retired he 
maintains a schedule busier than almost anyone I 
know He serves as an instructor for the 
Elderhostel Program a worldwide program that 
offers educational opportunities to retired people 
And this year he is also Volunteer Coordinator for 
the Haystack Awareness Program Ei medical 
students seek him out w ith enthusiastic 
regularity, he always has time for them He also 
has time and a penchant for lively discussion

I wanted to talk lo him about the role of 
education in our society, in particular, how it 
might be used to address the environmental 
crisis now looming before us W'e met one 
afternoon over tuna sandwiches (a shared 
affection) and, after he eagerly showed me his 
collection of plankton in the refrigerator, got 
down to some serious (puncuated by a lot of 
laughter) talking Here is, at best, a hopelessly 
truncated version of the afternoon s conversation 
A lison: Let s talk about education 
Bob I was thinking about some of the things 
that make education difficult, sometime makes it 
hard to get ideas through and to listen - and in 
my opinion, most of those categories are religious 
or cultural factors that lim it understanding of the 
world and are usually restrictive or antithetical 
to real education And I think the reason they 
are is that they close the mind lo acceptance of 
big categories of knowledge that people really 
ought to be able to be exposed to 
A lison. What would you define as real 
education?
Bob I would define education in this
way - education is opening the windows of the 
mind and letting in light and letting people see 
outward into the real world, to see what the real 
world is Education, I think, is the answer to 
most of our problems Most people, even if they 
have pretty strong opinions, if they really listen 
and understand why things should be different, 
most people are reasonable If they understand.

A n  unabashed  paean to  the  s trea m  o f m y 
y o u th  to  the  s trea m  and e n v iro n s  o f m y life , fo r 
th a t m a tte r  fo llo w s . If th e  fee ling  and se n tim e n t 
exceed  th e  hou nds  o f ta s te  and reserve , I ask to  
he fo rg iv e n  th is  tim e . D av id  D uncan  in The f i iv f lr  
W h y  re v is its  the  s trea m  o f his y o u th  and traces it 
to  tho  h e a d w a te rs , o n ly  to  find  the  sou rce  bu ried  
benea th  the  o ff ic e s  o f a B en jam in  F rank lin  S av ings 
and Loan b u ild in g . I am  to ld  th a t Elk Croek (Eco la  
C reek) and its  w a te rs h e d  area w ill soon  have 
tim b e rla n d  a d ja ce n t to  it ha rve s te d  by  C avenham  
C o rp o ra tio n . M y  hea rt saddens a t th o  p ro sp e c t. 
C a llous ly  den uded  h ills ides  as a b a ckd ro p  to  
C annon Beach o ffe n d s  m y a e s th e tic  sen s ib ilitie s  
and w ill no d o u b t d is tu rb  those  w h o  v is it and live  
in our spec ia l p lace . Perhaps the  inexo rab le  and 
se e m in g ly  in sa tiab le  lus t fo r p ro f it  ca n n o t be 
s ta u n ch e d . The p ro sp e c t is d isco u ra g in g .

A n  A u s tra lia n  friend  severa l years  ago 
re fe rred  to  me as one  o f " th e  keepers  o f tho  land 
in C annon  B e a ch ." If by d in t o f m y 4 0  years 
res ide nce  in tho  p lace  I hove  som e sonso o f its  
qu a litie s , then  m y c o n sc ie n ce  m ust p ro te s t.

Ic h th y o lo g is ts  and fishe rie s  b io lo g is ts  te ll us 
a n a d ro m o u s  fish  species m o v in g  o ffs h o re  
recogn ize  th e ir "h o m e " s tream s by ta s te /sm e llin g  
the  u n ique  m ine ra l c o n s titu e n ts  f lo w in g  in to  the 
ocean  at the s tre a m  s ites  o f the ir b irth . If I w e re  
p laced  b lin d fo ld e d  on the upper reaches o f Elk 
Creek and its  w a te rs h e d  area, I w o u ld  k n o w  I w as  
hom e.

O O M 3  . T 1 D I

r oaaac r«o roa aaoatc •« ac wa«
JU L Y

U g H i  fWS
* M . m

fW »  *  <M «  2» »  «

• TN»
I 2 2«

2 •
) w  o  
« W »
*  ta»» 
a Tua 
I «Md 
a tn, 
a »«

10 w
•

• 2 «Av
I) Fu>

C O M M C T ID  IO «  F a c ie s e  S I U M I I

JULY
ft*'««*, t «i KM ■ •» «•’. » • * •Tftff

i < ■*» aw »* w
Qaaa a » • am a

A d is tin c t fu s io n  o f scen ts  and te x tu re s  o f 
air em ana tes  fro m  the  g roun d  and u n d e rs to ry  
ben ea th  the  a n c ie n t cedars and the ir a rborea l 
assoc ia tes : the  s w e e t red a lders, hem locks , 
sp ruce , and v ine  m aples. A c lean, dam p p u n g e n c y  
rises fro m  h u ck le b e rr ie s  (rod and b lue), sw o rd  
fe rn , O regon  G rape, salal, asso rted  fu n g i, d e ca y in g  
w o o d , k in m k in ic , and elk d ro p p in g s . Tho essences 
are a n c ie n t, a link  and chan ne l to  our senses w ith  
a tim e  gone by.

As a boy, I tram ped  the  w o o d s  and s tream  
bed w ith  m y pal, G erry  S rou fe , e xa m in in g  the 
na tu ra l w o rld  and sens ing  its  rh y th m s : the tim e  o f 
band ta iled  p igeons b o ltin g  in c o n c e rt fro m  snags 
b e lo w  the  w a te rsh e d , the w h is t lin g  ca ll o f bu ll elk 
in the  ru t, the  d u s t d ru m m m g s  o f g ro u se  in 
sum m er a lder th ic k e ts .
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BASEBALL
i t  s J u ly  and once aga in  the  

Cubs s lip  be lo w  500  I t s  go ing 
to  be a long sum m e r

O ur fa v o r ite  hau n t, th e  fis h in g  ho les  b o lo w  
L D av id  F ire b a u g h ’ s w a te r c a tc h  bas in  s tood  at 
the end o f W arren  Road. On one o c c a s io n  in the  
5 0 's  w e  d isc o v e re d  an old tw o -m a n  hand  sa w , a 
"m ise ry  w h ip " ,  c ru s te d  and ru s ty , in  the  
s trea m be d  a rem n an t o f th e  f irs t c u t t in g  o f the  
o ld  trees a t tho  tu rn  o f the  c e n tu ry . I rem e m be r 
our e x c ite m e n t a t f in d in g  the  re lic . H e ft in g  it sent 
a sense o f  a d v e n tu re  th ro u g h  a y o u n g  pe rson . By 
ou r tim e , Van V lee t Logg ing  C o m p a n y  had a lready  
sk inned  m a n y  o f th e  su rro u n d in g  a reas, le av in g  in 
its w a ke  c le a r c u ts  and lo g g in g  tra sh : w ire  ropes, 
rusted  tru c k  bod ies , ra m sh ack le  p o w d e r shacks 
The rom a nce , if it ever e x is te d , w a s  gone .

S u cce ss ive  o w n e rs  o f the  fo re s te d  h ills  
beh ind us, C ro w n  Z e lle rba ch  and C a venha m  
Indus tries , ra ise fo re s ts  as a g r ic u ltu ra l c ro p s . The 
crop  m ay be h a rve s te d  soon . W h e n  those  o f you  
at C avenham  In d u s trie s  c u t th o se  s lende r trees fo r 
pulp and ch ip b o a rd , yo u  c u t a w a y  a pa rt o f m y 
sp irit as w e ll.

Peter L indsey
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