
Dear Uncle M ike .
I m h a v in g  th is  re c u r re n t d ream  A 

la rge  b lack L a b ra d o r re t r ie v e r  w h o  is  

a c tu a lly  m y e i  husband  is in  m y k itch e n  
b a k in g  b ro w n ie s  I pet h im  and he s ta rts  
h u m p in g  m y leg S udden ly , w e re in 
Paris He s s t i l l  a b lack lab. b u t now  he 
has a m oustache and is m y w a ite r  I 
o rd e r fre n c h  toast and he laughs He 
b r in g s  me severa l sm a ll c h ild re n  flo a tin g  
a foo t o f f  the  g roun d , te th e re d  to  large 
red  ba llo ons  A big c ro w  s ta rts  d iv in g  at 
them , p o p p in g  the ba lloons w ith  his beak 
Now it s ra in in g  c h ild re n  I ru n  bu t can t 
get aw ay The d ream  a lw ays  ends the 
same I m in  a top less bar w ith  R ichard 
Gere We re  b o th  naked , bu t he has a 
b lack  le a th e r co lla r w ith  studs and a 
h e a rt shaped dog tag Just w hen  he 
s ta rts  lic k in g  m y ank les. I w ake  up 
N igh t a fte r  n ig h t, it s d r iv in g  me crazy 
Does th is  m ean a n y th in g ?

Donna W , Lake Oswego

Dear Donna.
Not to  me, b u t th e n  I don t need 

p ro fess io na l he lp

Dear Uncle M ike ,
On a recen t t r ip  to  N evada m y

g ir l f r ie n d  and I fo u n d  an abandoned 
baby  b ird  T u rn s  ou t it  s a v u ltu re  I l s  
g e ttin g  p re t ty  b ig  and w e w o n d e r if we 
shou ld  take  it  to  the zoo or adopt it Do 
v u ltu re s  m ake good pe ls?

S teve S , Eugene

a n sw e re d - a la rge w inged  c a rn iv o re  
w ith  a ll the com passion o f a p u f f  adder 
Forget the A udobon specials S teve, and 
lis te n  to  reason W hen push com es to  
shove and it  w i l l  y o u r buzza rd  w i l l  cu t 
you  no slack As it  launches its e lf  fro m  
the a rm o ire  and sh rieks  d ow n  at you. its  
p sych o tic  eyes H a ring  and its  ta lons 
o u ts tre tc h e d  it w i l l  be th in k in g  o f the 
good o ld  days

Buzzard apo log is ts  w i l l  sw ear up  and 
d o w n  tha t g ive n  a chance, these m o rb id  
h u lk s  are no end  o f lu n  They II be ly in g  
I t  s no accident th a t n o th in g  in  the w ild  
k in g d o m  seeks out the Boris K a rlo ffs  o f 
b ird d o m  as com pan ions As you  m ust 
have no ticed  b y  now . y o u r buzzard  is not 
g iv e n  to  b u rs t in g  in to  song It w i l l  not if 
you  re  lu c k y , fo llo w  you o r y o u r m ate 
a ro u n d  the house c h irp in g  as you dust 
W hat fre e  t im e  it has <an<1 since buzzards 
are n o to r io u s ly  re s is ta n t to  tra in in g  o f 
any  sort it w i l l  have as m uch as it  l ik e s / 
w i l l  be spent s louch ing  m orose ly  on the 
m an tle , w a tch in g  y o u r e v e ry  m ove I f  
you  re  a n o rm a l person, you  II t ire  o f th is

W hich  b rin g s  us to  the o n ly  g fxx l th in g  
about v u ltu re s  G iven a good sca tte rgun  
and a l i t t le  d e te rm in a tio n  one can 
som e tim es d r iv e  them  o ff

Dear U ncle M ike .
Do you th in k  q u a n tu m  m echanics is a 

com p le te  d e s c r ip tio n  of o b se rve d  re a lity ?

N aom i M . Scappoose

Dear Steve.
In  a w o rd , no
Those choosing to  liv e  w ith  b ird s  

shou ld  not fo rg e t th e y  are lin e a r 
d e s c e n d a n ts  o f d in o s a u rs  T h e  c a n a ry  s 

fo re b e a re rs  w e re  m erciless, meat ea ting  
liza rds  w ho. b e fo re  th e y  lea rned  to  f ly ,  
s tix xJ  f i f t y  fe e t  ta l l  B e in g  s h o r t  a n d  

c a p tive  has done n o th in g  to  erase 
m em ories of life  at the  top  o f the food 
cha in  U nder the  b r ig h t ly  co lo red  
fea the rs , y o u r bud g ie  is a tw is te d  l i t t le  
assasin w h o  sings o n ly  to  d ra w  you  close 
to  the cage U sua lly , because o f th e ir  size, 
th e ir  d ream s o f re n d e rin g  you c a rr io n  
com e to  n o th in g

The same cannot be said D m- v u ltu re s  
L ik e  h a w ks  and eagles, yo u r v u ltu re  is a 
ra p to r  A ra p to r  is w h a t y o u r l i t t le  
lo v e b ird  w o u ld  be if  its  p ra y e rs  w e re

( nX M£ M i*
3ÎIMI 9«« MX/MíOKT 
**> .’ TOfftiOw M s t  
5 Ti >*s to * n * *
MA. (MJOVMtWT

TOT Mt
a  n*« in
'X  AÄJX (Hv«û 
M il Off A»Ti»lS VO 
uxat .**»(

Dear Naom i

Be serious Q uan tum  th e o ry  fa ils  in 
th re e  fu n d a m e n ta l w ays  No. m ake tha t 
fo u r

F irs t q u a n tu m  m echanics has no 
e x p la n a tio n  Dm- the  q u a n tu m  e ffe c t - the 
appearance o f a p a r t ic u la te d  som eth ing  
la n  e le c tro n  o r the  E iffe l T o w e r) fro m  
w h a t the e q u a tio n s  show c le a r ly  is a 
backg ro und  of u n d if fe re n tia te d  and 
u n m a n ife s te d  p o te n tia l In  o rd e r fo r  
th e re  to  be som e th in g  th e re  w hen  we 
look a ll o th e r poss ib le  som eth ings m ust 
som ehow  d isappear, reduced  to  zero b y  
some s ta tis tica l deus ex m achm a The 
m echanism  is. as th e y  say, unclear 
W ith o u t an e x p la n a tio n  fo r  the  rise  o f the 
o bse rva b le  u n ive rse  fro m  a
m a th e m a tic a lly  p re g n a n t n o th in g  
q u a n tu m  th e o ry  lacks a g e n e ra tiv e  logic

Second, n o th in g  in  q u a tu m  th e o ry  
p re d ic ts  o r e xp la in s  the va lues  o f the 
fu n d a m e n ta l cons tan ts  am ong the  the 
v e lo c ity  o f lig h t the g ra v ita t io n a l 
constan t Planck s cons tan t o f least action , 
and the  masses o f the qua n ta  W h ile  
these hubs o f the p h e n o m m a l u n ive rse  
re m a in  a p p a re n tly  ra n d o m  num be rs , 
q u a n tu m  th e o ry  can scarce ly  c la im  to  be 
a co m p le te  d e s c r ip tio n  o f a n y th in g

T h ird , q u a n tu m  th e o ry  is a th e o ry  o f 
th in g s  As such, it  depends upon 
lo c a lity  - - -a  q u a lity  th a t bo ils  d ow n  to  
th isness and tha tness The qua n ta  are 

d e p ic ted  as m ass /e n e rg y  is lands in  a sea 
o f p o te n tia l d iffe re n c e  The sepa ra tion  
b e tw e e n  these is lands o f o b )e c t/e v e n ts  is 
s p a c e /tim e  w h ic h  is m easured in  te rm s  
of the  v e lo c ity  of lig h t <see random  
n u m b e rs  above) A s tr ic t ru le  o f 
q u a n tu m  m e c h a n ic s  la n d  of g e n e ra l 

re la t iv i ty ,  the  m odern  th e o ry  o f 

g ra v ita t io n )  is tha t n o th in g  in  the 
u n iv e r s e  m o v e s  at a v e lo c i t y  g re a te r  th a n  

l ig h t And fo r  g<x>d reason At v e lo c ity  c. 
mass becomes in f in ite  • w h ich  is to  say. 
e qu a l to  a ll tha t is) and s p a c e /tim e  
d isappears  as a concept w ith  m eaning 
W ith o u t sp a ce /tim e , th e re  is no 
sepa ra tion  and so. no lo c a lity  ob jects  
and e ven ts  as we kn o w  them  We ve 
suspected since 1935 I see EPR. or the 
E insein P odo lsky Rosen p a ra d o x 'a n d  
have k n o w n  fla t ou t since 196-1 'B e lls  
Connectedness P roo f) th a t som eth ing  in 
the  obse rva b le  u n ive rse  tra v e ls  fas te r 
th a n  lig h t Or m ore c o rre c tly , signals 
exist w ich  lin k  even ts  in  a re la t iv e  
s im u ta e ity  d isa llo w e d  b y  the fra m e w o rk  
o f s p a c e /tim e  S om eth ing  is happen ing  
b u t w e don l kn o w  w h a t it  is We do 
kn o w  th is  G iven s u p e rlu m m a l fo r  fas te r 
th a n  lig h t)  connections, the u n ive rse  
becomes non loca l a sta te  o f 
p re p h e n o m e n a l cosm ic oneness in  w h ich  
th e re  is no r«x)m fo r  th ing s  lik e  qua n ta  
In  short, if  q ua n tu m  th e o ry  is co rre c t, 
th e n  q u a n tu m  re a lity  is a lim ite d  case o f 
deeper re a li ty  about w h ich  q u a n tu m  
m echanics can b y  its  o w n  ru les, w a y  
n o th in g

F in a lly , Naom i, th e re  s the schizo id 
n a tu re  o f o u r c u rre n t pa rad igm  The 
c u rre n t m odel o f the u n ive rse  is a fo rced  
m a rria ge  o f tw o  in co m p a tib le  v ie w p o in ts

q u a n tu m  th e o ry  and genera l r e la t iv i ty  
It s not jus t tha t, as one m igh t hope, th e y  
describe  tw o  ha lves o f the same re a li ty  
They are lo g ic a lly  ir re c o n c ila b le  and 

w orse , m u tu a lly  exc lus ive  In  the 
m icrocosm  (th e  w o r ld  of the 
u n im a g in a b ly  sm a ll) described  b y  
q u a n tu m  mechanics, the u n ive rse  is a 
sw a rm  of p ro b a b ilis t ic  po in t p a rtic le s  in  
w h ic h  the re  is no room  fo r  a n y th in g  
re s e m b lin g  a sp a c e /tim e  c o n tin u u m  In  
the  m acrocosm  ft he w o r ld  o f 
u n b e lie v a b ly  la rge ! described  b y  genera l 
r e la t iv i ty ,  the u n ive rse  is a s p a c e /tim e  

co n tin u u m  in  w h ich  th e re  is no ev idence  
o f po in t p a rtic le s  O bserva tion  bears ou t 
b o th  theories , and n e ith e r is in  the 
s lig h te s t d o u b t But, i f  one is a tru e  
p ic tu re  of re a lity ,  the  o th e r is p a te n tly  
fa lse

It s a p re t ty  fu n n y  w o rld
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