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' S p rin g  T ra in in g  Es Aquí. Cunado1
117 seasons o f P ro fess iona l Baseball a re  upon  us

Even as you read th is  in  the  ba lm y  c lim e s  of 
F lo rid a  and A rizo n a  rookies are n e rvo u s  
s t r ip l in g s  are touted freshm en  a re  p ro m is in g  
and e i  Cubs arc fac to rs  Veterans are seasoned 
a g in g  sc rappy  sp a rkp lu g s  o r e rs tw h ile  
Dodgers A lo n g  w ith  the va rious  raw  boned 
southpaw s h u skv  f ire b a lle rs  c ra f ty  ly n c h p m s  
and the i lk  Men m a k in g  a wage m a k in g  us 
happy  g iv in g  to some o f us a sense o f s p r in g  and 
sum m er th a t ca n n o t be dup lica ted

To business
R e g g ie  Jackson
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As I w r ite  th is  it  is F eb rua ry  Black H is to ry  
M on th  I am re m inded  tha t it was fo r ty  sia years 
ago th a t Jackie R obinson rem inded  the A m e rica n  
p u b lic  th a t th e re  w ere  a fte r  a ll c itizens  o f co lo r 
in  the  co m m u n ity  o f states He su ffe re d  and 
en d u re d  w ith  m onum en ta l s a c r if ic e  and 
re s tra in t

In  the  years  a fte r  R obinson s c ra s h in g  the 
m o n o lith  a s trange  th in g  happened The 
c o n s e rv a tiv e  sports press the Baseball W r ite rs  
o f A m erica  Association w ent h o ly  mad dog 
f r o th in g  sane and realized th a t the  h e re to fo re  
b la ckb a lle d  ta le n t w h ic h  they  w ere  now g iven  
license  to re p o r t was som e th ing  specia l

The m a io r aw ards fo r  th is  tw e n ty  yea r period 
V b i l a  F o lk s

MVP s 25
Rookies 25
Cy Y oung 12

B la c k s  
M V P s 17 
Rookies 15 
Cy Young I

The re  was a tw e n ty  yea r span between Jac k ic  
Robinson in  47 and Jackson s rook ie  yea r in  67 
Not m uch tim e  co n s id e rin g  the  tim e  between the 
E m anc ipa tion  P roc lam ation  of 156 3 and the  C iv il 
R ights Act o f 1964

The p o in t is most ba ll p la ye rs  o f the tim e were 
so u the rn  a g ra r ia n  fa rm  boys and they  reacted to 
the  b lack in tru s io n  fo r  the  most p a rt v ic io u s ly  
L ife  was no t easy p a r t ic u la r ly  on the road fo r  
the  b lack p la ye rs  They ale and slept m the 
co lored pa rts  o f tow ns w ith  l i t t le  sup p o rt fro m  
e ith e r  th e ir  teammates o r  the  f r o n t  o ff ic e  The 
Yankees s igned th e ir  f i r s t  hlac k p la ye r in  1955 a 
m ere tw e lve  years  be fo re  Jac kson s rook ie  
season tw e n ty  two be fo re  he lo ined  the Yankees 
I f  you f i r m ly  be lieve  th a t is lim e  enoug h  to 
e ip u n g c  two c e n tu r ie s  o f in n a te  p re iu d ice  I 
r e fe r  you to M arge Schott c o Ohio Depl ol 
Hum an Resources C in c in n a t i

Eor a ll h is  a n n o y in g  o u tb u rs t ta n tru m s  and 
f its  of p ique  I am now c o n v in ce d  Reggie Jac kson 
was iust d e fe n d in g  h im s e lf m  a way an u p p e r 
le f t  w h ile  dude lik e  me cou ldn  t und e rs ta n d  at 
the  tim e  Baseball to th is d a v  is a ra c ia l 
a bom ina tio n  M ubam m ed H i ip '.ii c ' o r 
s ym p a th y  Reggie som etim es |u s l cou ldn  t make 
it  w o rk  Tha t fans is not h is  p ro b le m

At th is  p o in t my f i r s t  t a i l  says I m supposed 
to w r ite  A ll th is  said I s t i l l  don I l ik e  Jackson as 
a p la y e r Shucks I iu s l can l do it I s t i l l  hate 
h is  defense m ore than  earaches h is  s trikeou ts  
a re  hideous but h is  o ffe n se  num be rs  
con v in ce d  me p a r t ic u la r ly  h is  post season stats 
E ia m p le 7 A 755 s lu g g in g  average  G ehrig  731 
Ruth 744 He was an i r r i t a n t  and a one 
d im ens iona l p la y e r fo r  most o f h is  ca reer but he 
made e v e ry  team he p layed fo r  no t iust a bn 
b e lte r but a g rea t deal b e tte r and tha t is w h y  
he s g o ing  in to  the  H all o f Tame

T h is  M o n th  s Quiz
W ho a r t  th e s e  g u y s '

I T T h is  stool taken ' Yeah g im m e a 
beer Huh 7 Yeah I p layed F ifte e n  
years m  the m aiors  2”  3 l ife t im e  
decent g love But cah know  
su m p th m  A ll th e y  rem em ber is one 
g a m e  Wc were in  a hot race w ith  the  
s t in k m  Cubs and had a huge game in  
late Septem ber w ith  cm at the  Polo 
G rounds Wc go in to  the  b o llo m  o f (he 
n in th  tied  Wc get ru n n e rs  on f i r s t  & 
th ir d  two out and a base h it  scores the 
man on th ir d  W ell I m on second the  
crow s pours onto the f ie ld  I m g e ttin g  
shoved a round  an I say The h e ll w ith  
th is  and lake  o f f  to the  c lubhouse 
w ith o u t s tepp ing  on second Johnny 
fv e rs  the  l i t t le  tw e rp  ca lls  fo r  the  b a ll 
and fo rces me a l s e c o n d  Run doesn I 
coun t Wc can t f in is h  the game cause 
o l the  crow d h a lla  p lay a one game 
p la y o ff  we lose Cubs w in  Ah Gawd 
w h a lla  mess T o th is d a v  I m kn o w n  in  
the  a n n a ls  o f baseball as Bonchcad I 
can t stand it Sob

2» Aw q u it b a w lm  w i l l y a '  You 
th in k  you got it had7 I w m  the  MV P 
' h r  • *  t ■■ i *’ - . s< - r  i . s d< v *■
th re e  games to z ip  m  the  te n th  in n in g  
R u n n e rs  at f ir s t  and th ir d  ,m  
c a tc h in g  D im aggio  lin e s  sale to r ig h t  
Goodman hoots it  and by the  tim e  it s 
re la s e d h o m e  C h a rlie  l.e i ie i is r ig h t  
th e re  fro m  f i r s t  He c lobbe rs  mc I m 
la y m  th e re  s tunned  and D im aggio 
ra te s  hom e I get blam ed fo r  the  series 
loss can you be lieve  i t 7

3» Yah I can be lieve  it  I m so taped 
up I can l move and the  sk ip  puts me m  
fo r  defense fo r  c ry m  out loud The 
ha ll ro lls  th ro u g h  mv legs we lose I m 
the goat Geez hey g im m e a n o th e r shot 
w i l l y a 7 )e a h  yeah you a ll know me 
sit down and shu t up

4 1 Hey move o v e r S ho rt beer and 
Jack I had a ca re e r w o rk m  fo rm e  
Three good years  I ast o l em I was 
second in  h i l l in g  to B re tt s 355 I 
f ig u re  I o u g h la  make mv move so I go 
free  agc-ni s ign  fo r  b ig  bucks w ith  the  
A nge ls  Next yea r mv average goes 
down fo r ty  p o in ts  I o n ly  h it  f iv e  
hom ers and seven ty  one RBI s So I 
said Hey cu t mv sa la ry  I m at least 
gonna  b u ild  up some good i.h a rm a  
r ig h t ’7 Yeah sure I ate Septem ber I m 
in  a car in  G ary In d ia n a  o f a ll places 
and get caugh t m (he m iddle of a fa m ily  
domestic d ispu te  I look a b u lle t I m 
dead

5) a) Gosh pal th a t s lo u g h  A c tu a lly  
1 had a g rea t tim e  in  the  b igs Born in  
Oregon had a g rea t ca re e r as a s lugge r 
fo r  the  Senators and T w ins  and MVP 
once h l My l i t t le  buddv he re  was a 
team male and MVP the same decade

6) Hey I had a good  l im e  too  Huh 
Yeah Kam ikaze please Check th is  
out 320 l i le l im e  led the  league fo u r  
lim es in  hom ers  tw ice  m RBI s once in  
BA tw ice  m  h its  and o n e  t r ip le  c ro w n  
But it took em th i r t y  s n  years to put me 
in  the  h a l l ’ Whadda ya g o tu  do I ask 
ya '
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The Season Begins A p ril 5th

In  th is  co lu m n  perhaps we can persuade some 
o f the  loca l cognosce n ti to revea l th e ir  pre 
season p icks  fo r  the  Al 5c N1 d iv is io n  w in n e rs  
Thus an i l l  advised d ru n k e n  b lu r t in g  out o f 
"Dodgers a ll the  w ay ' sets the  stage fo r  b e in g  
s u m m a rily  hooted down and u lt im a te ly  
sanctioned  Make y o u r decis ions I II be in  touch  
You know  w ho you are

I of course sh a ll h iv e  the  t r a i l  
AL East iT o ro n to  a lock No le t up h e re  Joe 
C arte r M VP7 B a ltim ore  a d is ta n t second»
A l W eal (W h ite  Soi A l last Thom as m onste r 
season w ith  V e n tu ra  G u ille n  5c M cC askill so lid  
Sai back1 T w in s '1 m aybe)
Ml. East (M o n tre a l se rio u s ly  2nd f l ip  a com  ' 
ML W eal (A tla n ta  The best p itc h in g  s ta ll s ince  
the  7| O rio les w ith  b e lte r  bats I

Our fa v o rite  quote (1959 ).
Steve Sai I w an t n u m b e r th re e 1 
Yankees Urn sorry it  s re tired 
Steve Sai W h y 7
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C o n tra ry  to e a r l ie r  d ispatches We are 
s t i l l  ta k in g  re a d e r m a il D iv is ion  pre 
season p icks  trade specu la tions 
a m u s in g  anecdote« death th re a ts  y o u r 
c a ll cab ron

M r Raseball
IH) B o i 664
Tolovaoa Park. Or 971 35 
(A n s w e rs  on page 11)
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JIM WEATHERS

fvEDAifZHZ CARPENTRY

436*1885
i ic tM S fo  eOMoro msurcd
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NtHAttM BAY ViDtO

In Manzan.ta, Wheeler & Nehalem

368-5538
Noon to 8 p m , Sunday through Thursday 

Noon to 9 p m . Friday and Saturday

FOR QUALITY VIDEO 
SELECTION & SERVICE

WE RE TRADING MORE MOVIES • 
SO CHECK OUT 

OUR INVENTORIES!

THE
In Cannon Beach

436-0436
Noon to 9 p m Daily

T H E

C am al Dining O \erloohtng The N at tueca River

rrtah  Seafood Dinner* 
Mot Sandwk he» Spirila 
Home Raked Deaaerta

Sunday Brunch 
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M a x im u m  B row aa tiU ny l
B a c k ro o m  b o o k r r o m  
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We’re Oregon’s 
Largest 
Statewide 
Peace Group.
Oregon Pencrworks 
needs your support!

Sudateli donatvn. $20fyaar

Sign up for fear mmlingt of the 
Oregon Pare rwvrkrr

Oregon Feaceworka
333  State Street 
Salem. Oregon 97301 
(5031 585 2767
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