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ODOT Silences
Environmentalists:
Format for March 3 Hearing
EEliminates Public's Speeches

Robert C. Stnicl

OUregon Department of Transportation (ODOT

will

hold an informal open house style public hearing
beginning at 4:00pm on Wednesday, March 3 at the
Manume Museum in Astoria, about the $5 6 million
project to reconstruct 3 miles of Highway 30 from Fern
Hill to the John Day River Bridge between mileposts
88.1 & 91.1

attendance will hikely diminish by 6:00pm

The }il‘.lll.llpl will continue to 8 H\ii[:, but

The Fern Hill -- John Day project 1s the first of
four Clatsop County highway projects exceeding $80
million scheduled to be built duning the next five years
the designs of which have not gone through the public
Ihe S350

millien Astoria bypass, $27 million Seaside “parkway”,

hr‘.tllllp.:‘. process other projects are the

& the httle known $20 million Clatsop Plains freeway

'he March 3 hearing will be the first opportu
nity most of us have had to see ODOT s plans for this
project. ODOT's strategy in dealing with the public 1s
to keep a low profile until its political ducks are in a
Fhough open public involvement in the design

ODOT

row

mandated, tries to have project

process 1s
designs as nearly as possible set in stone before the
general public is informed. ODOT wanted to skip the
Fern Hill - John Day public hearing altogether,

under protest scheduled the upcoming hearing

but

o eliminate outcry of dissenung viewpoints
("grandstanding by a minonty”) ODOT
devised an extended informal "open house” hearing

vocal has
format statewide that fragments the public & elimi
nates the open expression of ideas before a secated
Posters and maps are displayed

public assembly

around the room. To discourage assembly and round
table discussion, all but a few chairs are removed from
the hearing room. Friendly ODOT representatives will
stand around the room to talk with you. You will be
able to step aside to speak to a court reporter instead

speaking before assembled

additional to,

As part of a fragmented and quieted public,

o, not
citizens
you will miss hearing and building on the ideas of
others. ODOT may or may not bring multiple copies of
the Environmental Impact Statement for on the spot
Probably not

Before attending, try to tauke a fresh look at the

review

unmodernized remainder of old Highway 30, the object
of much unquestioning public consternation, and the
stnikingly through which 1t
What would you recommend be done to un

beautiful countryside

winds
all of us

the road for commuters,

prove tournsts &
without degrading the environment? What would be
destroyed 1n the path of ODOT's preferred alignment,
soon to be unveiled to us? Would ODOT's un-preferred
that neither of us has yet seen

be less destrucuve of farmlands and other rescurce

alternative design

lands?

See you at the heaning, such as it will be!l The
process of public involvement must be improved so
environmentally sensitive less devastating alternative
designs can be developed with the help of an informed
ODOT's management need not fear involve
The public anger

public
ment from a fully informed public
they seek to suppress directly results from the sup-
pression itself

Conserve Clatsop County's dwindling resources!

If you support opening public processes to increased
citizen involvement & seek long term reversal of the envi-
ronmental degradation of Clatsop County (& neighboring
areas of the Upper Left Edge & Lower Columbia), and you
would like to be added to a maliling list with others who are
similarly inclined, you may leave your name and address on
Robert Stricklin’s answering machine at 861-3277.
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Serving All Of Clatsop County
Since 1976
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LANDSCAPING,. INC
“Coastal Landscape Specialist”

861-1468
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* Hetaining Walls
* Water Features
* Native and

* Tractor Services

* Design * Construction
* Imigation » Rockeries
« Sod & Seed Lawns

Omamental Planting
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We can improve our surroundings by,
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Nalure, to be commanded, must be obeyed

FOOOS » LOCAL PRODUCE
DELOROUS DL = CHEMMCAL FREL MmlATY
FRESH: P o TEREWK WL S » PRE S BARERY
SMPUORT BEER SLLEC THOWY iy OREGON

MATURAL B OBGAMK

LARGES T

PRODUCE
¢
7~  JUICE BAR
r; WHEAT GRASS
SMOQTHIES

{ 1235 S Hemlock, Cannon Beach, Oregon
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NATURAL roons We Are Only as
Heqlthy as

* reusing cloth shopping bags, bulk food bags & glass jars
* recycling recyclable and reusable packaging

-

Our Surroundings

* reducing our dependence on non-renewable resources with organic agnculture,

24th & Hilyard, Fugene Open Daily 8am - 11pm 343.9142

BUY GROCERIES AT 15%

ABOVE WHOLESALE COST!
PACIFIC PRODUCE
MOUNTAIN PEOPLES WAREHOUSE

M. Peoples Warehouse s an altemative food supplier who
sells a wide vanety of conventional and organic grocenes
Included are bulk grains, produce, bakery goods, dairy prod
ucts, canned and bottied products, chips, beauty ads, biode-
gradable cleaners. Therr catalogue contains more than 140
pages to choose from

Catalogues can be purchased for $2.00 at Pacfic Produce,
1235 S Hemlock in Haystack Square. Come in and join the
growing number of people who are living nght and paying less.
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bBotanical and culinary herba
herbal products for

waliness and balance

herbalist / molly stromholt / owner
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