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This month s memo 1sa umely varning
about the intrusion of virtual realilty i1nto
ur air space and comes to us from Max
who vou might know from the band al the
Peak Restaurant
Max joined the Peak Pil Urchestra by
accident lour favorile method) aller he
showed up on a Mandantory Jam night at
the Peak and vas kidded into playing the
McMahon kid s coronet (aller passing on
the Monarch accordian Ernie Makepeace S
alto sax and the obligatory guitar) He
started Basin Street Blues Ernies
evebrows lilted and he bruised a linger
After that Max
miled al Deke on traps and Lolly s nephew
jamah! with his hand drums and kicked
{f Caravan Frnie jumped on the melody
line in unison and Deke gleelully nudged
the rythym along with his cowbell (Lhe use
of which 1s restricted by house rules)
Marian got the changes straight the [irst
time through and comped beautfully
behind brnie s solo then Max s and wvisely
gol out of the way while Deke and Jamahl
and a dozen or so locals did the Varied
Implements Percussion Solo. which can be
really interesting around either Solstice
Anyway all hands made a [inal run at the
melody and the tune ended with mutual
applause and laughter and Max being
introduced around
Mazx (lies out every Lhree or four
wveeks Lo do markeung workshops He
started a long Uume ago forcing himsel! to
use up hisG 1 Billon a hunch He says he
ouldn t really get back into the world
alter his hitch in the service, and found
himsell seeing much ol lile as a cartoon As
Lurns oul somewhal graphic caricatures
)l the elements in almost any silualion are
quile ellecluve as perceptual tools and o
Max it s second nature He savs the
marketing degrees are just vindow
dressing
in the band Max notonly plays real
sweel bul he has a knack for [inding the
skeletons of the greatest [ittle horn parts
and turning gooling amaleurs into real
horn sections for minutes on end He
claims that it s all part of the sound track
for the cartoons he sees so much of the
Lme. bul il sounds like good jazz
What Max fears 1s that the detachment
that the cartoon perspecluve allows carries
over W the music and interferes with the
direct experience | told him that there's
wvay it s hurun him when he s gota
horn in his hand bul he senses a growing
cuitural phenomenon media referring o
itsell
The extreme is the popular affecuon
for compuler-created virtual reality . and
the possibility of wireheads wasung their
leisure away withoul ever exposing
themselves to the natural world But Max
believes Lthal those who have all theur
mundane chores done for them or spenda
lot of ume 1n TV land. or idenufly closely
vith professional sport teams (the Cubs
being a possible excepluon) are doing
something similar and it worries him
S0 take heed from our gifted cultural
barometler folks a: Max would say. finda
groove and put your face in it La Vista
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