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West of the Left Edge:
Trolling with the Cannon Beach
Dory Fleet

I was Alled Peter after Simon
Peter the fisher
)f men’s souls. My family’s

, MYy namesake,

life has been inextricably
linked with fishes and water.
Never have 1 lived further
than a mile from the sea, and
my life, like Norman
Maclean’s, has been "haunted
by waters": streams, lakes,
boats, fishes, the sea.
'horeau said, "Time is but
stream I go a fishing in.
understand that. I have never
been a hunter. Hunters
confront their quarry eye to
eye., I prefer penetrating
that shimmering envelope that
separates fish from fisher,
known from unknown. i1 lilke
fishing the void, hoping to
land answers to elusive
questions. I would like t
tell you something of the
nature of fishing the "Upper
Left Edge" from a dory boat in
the late 1970'’s.

our coast line once
supported a substantial
industry based on the
commercilial harvest of troll-
caught salmon. Commercial
salmon trolling, like the
specles sought, has become
something of an anachronism
In 1978 1 joined the
commerclal dory fleet,
grasping at the industry’s
flukes as it took its final
dive,

Stealing winter hours
from teaching duties, I
outfitted the bare hull of a
20’ Clipper Craft lapstrake
dory. The Clipper Craft is a
typical "West Bank" dory with
a4 square stern. "East Bank"
dorlies have long fished the
East Coast of the U.S. for
cod. Both bow and stern were
pointed; hence thei:
designation as "double
enders." Most were rowed.
West Coast "West Bank" dories
generally rely on the square
stern for attachment of motors
or outdrive propeller units.
The addition of a 70 H.P..
outboard motor or more potent
Volvo engine gives the "West
Bank" models the power needed
to punch through surf.

Please join me for a
short day trip working the 29
fathom line just West of
Tillamook Lighthouse. We’l)
target the June coho salmon,
huge silver ribbons of fish
streaming toward coastal
rivers. As my reader, you can
make the trip in your mind’s
eye and avoid seasickness.
Like Eddie Beers I often
fished alone. "Pack a big
lunch,”™ he’d say to occasional
passengers, "and 1’11 eat it
when you throw up." He
virtually gquaranteed
seasickness. After his dory’s
run to the fishing grounds, he
would slow to troll speed and
commence sucking on a frozen
herring like a popsicle.

The Cannon Beach Dory
Fleet traditionally launches
1ts boats just south of the
Needles. Before first light,
the fleet’s trucks and boat
trailers - scruffy, rusty, and
scabrous - collect at Haystack
Rock for launch preparation.
Troll polls are lowered and
motors tested. Hot tips on
where "the bite" is expected
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are shared and conslidered.
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centers or pink spoons!’ from fhd SOUFCG...

Testimonials touting one lure
or another and fish talk
continue on the beach and

persist all day over C.B. Oregonlans ftrave 3 th ""
radios on board each boat - a about Higl F 3 '
practice called "radio Francis
et walls sy 1 1 ayatem h
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boat trallers i1nto the surft and VW realism
line, and the dicey business through many ama mn fies oft
'f negotliating the skittish shore breeres and unridde Jiassy
flat-bottomed vessels through free rides no paddie witl a
the surf commences. Many dory surprising la« 8. riopment
trips begin and end with this sense of competition friendly people !

1 . ind careless types roam quake
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outside Needle. I'wo eight- atch the low tide d wind m
foot green waves collapsed on warmth relative 1 norther '
my boat and flooded the vessel expariences of similar time framas
tOo 1ts rails. Even now my and drives going sout h d
pulse quickens at the nard water hard smid th abrasive
recollection. Once the short nilis without bagqueaettes r double
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rather quickly in a dory. off the 560 SL passing light flashes
Dories are tenacious sea rest when you gat the chance with a
vessels, hardy and durable. cousin In a dorm room hit the

My most successful surreal Disney glossed computer
trolling occurred in rip lines photo of yourself at splash mounrtan
before the lines adrenal bad coffee

formed up just outside the
lighthouse. Long currents
iredge up phytoplankton from
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extend for miles quilte alr per breath and malaria see you
iistinctly. Fish feed soon

voraciously in rips. Here we
dorymen lowered cannon ball Soup
welghts and a multitude of
"spreads" (leaders and lures
attached to four stainless
steel lines). Thirty or more
lures flip and flash through
the water at various levels
from surface to twenty or
thirty fathoms Lmluu.) Most u.a\m
dory trollers affix bells to . ————
the tips of their two trolling
polls that jingle when fish
hook themselves.

All day we ply the waters
Oon a north-south tack, tiny
midge-fly boats hatched on a ‘
June sea. At dusk perhaps 35 1
or 40 silver salmon (Coho) and -

1 "smiley" (Chinook salmon) or 436. 188
two nest in the fish box. LICE NS E D . BOMID v SURED

We pull our gear and head C
for the beach, Haystack Rock '
prominent to the southeast. Urlah SS‘ DlabIOJellles
From the sea west of Cannon
Beach, the verdure of the
foothills tumbling to the
beach beggars description.

'he land reclaims us until
tomorrow’s launch.

I would like to extend my
regards to all dorymen past
and present. Thank you for
prized memories. May you have
fair winds and a following
sea.
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by Peter Lindsey
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