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M ast o f  t h e  L a f t  E d g e :
T r o l l i n g  w i th  t h a  C an n o n  B a tc h  
D ory  F l e e t

I w as c a l l e d  P e t e r  a f t e r  S im o n  
P e t e r ,  my n a m e s a k e ,  t h e  f i s h e r  
o f  m e n 's  s o u l s .  My f a m i l y ' s  
l i f e  h a s  b e e n  i n e x t r i c a b l y  
l i n k e d  w i th  f i s h e s  a n d  w a t e r .  
N e v e r  h a v e  1 l i v e d  f u r t h e r  
t h a n  a m i le  fro m  t h e  s e a ,  a n d  
my l i f e ,  l i k e  Norm an
M a c l e a n 's ,  h a s  b e e n  " h a u n t e d  
by w a t e r s " :  s t r e a m s ,  l a k e s ,  
b o a t s ,  f i s h e s ,  t h e  s e a .
T h o r e a u  s a i d ,  "T im e  i s  b u t  t h e  
s t r e a m  I g o  a f i s h i n g  i n . "  I 
u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t .  I h a v e  n e v e r  
b e e n  a h u n t e r .  H u n te r s  
c o n f r o n t  t h e i r  q u a r r y  e y e  t o  
e y e .  I p r e f e r  p e n e t r a t i n g  
t h a t  s h im m e r in g  e n v e l o p e  t h a t  
s e p a r a t e s  f i s h  fro m  f i s h e r ,  
known fro m  u n k n o w n . I l i k e  
f i s h i n g  t h e  v o i d ,  h o p in g  t o  
la n d  a n s w e r s  t o  e l u s i v e  
q u e s t i o n s .  I w o u ld  l i k e  t o  
t e l l  y o u  s o m e th in g  o f  t h e  
n a t u r e  o f  f i s h i n g  t h e  " U p p e r  
L e f t  E d g e "  fro m  a d o r y  b o a t  in  
t h e  l a t e  1 9 7 0 's .

O u r c o a s t  l i n e  o n c e  
s u p p o r t e d  a s u b s t a n t i a l  
i n d u s t r y  b a s e d  on  t h e  
c o m m e r c ia l  h a r v e s t  o f  t r o l l -  
c a u g h t  s a lm o n .  C o m m e rc ia l 
s a lm o n  t r o l l i n g ,  l i k e  t h e  
s p e c i e s  s o u g h t ,  h a s  becom e 
s o m e t h in g  o f  an  a n a c h r o n i s m .
I n  1978  I j o i n e d  t h e  
c o m m e r c ia l  d o r y  f l e e t ,  
g r a s p i n g  a t  t h e  i n d u s t r y ' s  
f l u k e s  a s  i t  t o o k  i t s  f i n a l  
d i  v e .

S t e a l i n g  w i n t e r  h o u r s  
fro m  t e a c h i n g  d u t i e s ,  I 
o u t f i t t e d  t h e  b a r e  h u l l  o f  a 
2 0 ' C l i p p e r  C r a f t  l a p s t r a k e  
d o r y .  T h e  C l i p p e r  C r a f t  i s  a 
t y p i c a l  "W e s t B ank" d o r y  w i th  
a s q u a r e  s t e r n .  " E a s t  B an k "  
d o r i e s  h a v e  lo n g  f i s h e d  t h e  
E a s t  C o a s t  o f  t h e  U .S . f o r  
c o d .  B o th  bow a n d  s t e r n  w e re  
p o i n t e d ;  h e n c e  t h e i r  
d e s i g n a t i o n  a s  " d o u b le  
e n d e r s . "  M ost w e re  ro w e d .
W est C o a s t  "W est B ank" d o r i e s  
g e n e r a l l y  r e l y  on  t h e  s q u a r e  
s t e r n  f o r  a t t a c h m e n t  o f  m o to r s  
o r  o u t d r i v e  p r o p e l l e r  u n i t s .
T h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  a 70  H . P . .  
o u t b o a r d  m o to r  o r  m o re  p o t e n t  
V o lv o  e n g in e  g i v e s  t h e  "W est 
B an k "  m o d e ls  t h e  p o w e r n e e d e d  
t o  p u n c h  th r o u g h  s u r f .

P l e a s e  j o i n  me f o r  a 
s h o r t  d a y  t r i p  w o r k in g  t h e  29 
fa th o m  l i n e  j u s t  W est o f  
T i l l a m o o k  L i g h t h o u s e .  W e 'l l  
t a r g e t  t h e  J u n e  c o h o  s a lm o n ,  
h u g e  s i l v e r  r i b b o n s  o f  f i s h  
s t r e a m i n g  to w a r d  c o a s t a l  
r i v e r s .  As my r e a d e r ,  yo u  c a n  
m ake t h e  t r i p  in  y o u r  m i n d 's  
e y e  a n d  a v o i d  s e a s i c k n e s s .
L ik e  E d d ie  B e e r s  I o f t e n  
f i s h e d  a l o n e .  " P a c k  a b ig  
l u n c h , "  h e 'd  s a y  t o  o c c a s i o n a l  
p a s s e n g e r s ,  " a n d  I ' l l  e a t  i t  
w hen y o u  th ro w  u p . "  He 
v i r t u a l l y  g u a r a n t e e d
s e a s i c k n e s s .  A f t e r  h i s  d o r y ' s  
r u n  t o  t h e  f i s h i n g  g r o u n d s ,  h e  
w o u ld  s lo w  t o  t r o l l  s p e e d  a n d  
com m ence s u c k in g  on  a f r o z e n  
h e r r i n g  l i k e  a p o p s i c l e .

T he C annon  B ea c h  D o ry  
F l e e t  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  l a u n c h e s  
i t s  b o a t s  j u s t  s o u t h  o f  t h e  
N e e d l e s .  B e f o r e  f i r s t  l i g h t ,  
t h e  f l e e t ' s  t r u c k s  a n d  b o a t  
t r a i l e r s  -  s c r u f f y ,  r u s t y ,  a n d  
s c a b r o u s  -  c o l l e c t  a t  H a y s ta c k  
R ock f o r  l a u n c h  p r e p a r a t i o n .  
T r o l l  p o l l s  a r e  lo w e r e d  a n d  
m o to r s  t e s t e d .  H o t t i p s  o n  
w h e re  " t h e  b i t e "  i s  e x p e c t e d  
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a r e  s h a r e d  a n d  c o n s i d e r e d .
L u re  d i s c u s s i o n s  f o l l o w .
S h o u ld  we r i g  up  "D o ry  Demon" 
h o o c h i e s  w i t h  "G lo w -G lo w " 
c e n t e r s  o r  p in k  s p o o n s ?  
T e s t i m o n i a l s  t o u t i n g  o n e  l u r e  
o r  a n o t h e r  a n d  f i s h  t a l k  
c o n t i n u e  on  t h e  b e a c h  a n d  
p e r s i s t  a l l  d a y  o v e r  C .B . 
r a d i o s  o n  b o a r d  e a c h  b o a t  -  a 
p r a c t i c e  c a l l e d  " r a d i o  
f i s h i n g "  by t h e  b e s t  f i s h e r m a n  
( h i g h l i n e r s ) .

As daw n a r r i v e s ,  t h e  
d o r i e s  a r e  c a s t  fro m  t h e i r  
b o a t  t r a i l e r s  i n t o  t h e  s u r f  
l i n e ,  a n d  t h e  d i c e y  b u s i n e s s  
o f  n e g o t i a t i n g  t h e  s k i t t i s h  
f l a t - b o t t o m e d  v e s s e l s  t h r o u g h  
t h e  s u r f  c o m m e n c e s . Many d o r y  
t r i p s  b e g i n  a n d  e n d  w i t h  t h i s  
la u n c h  i n t o  t h e  b r e a k e r s .  F o r  
many y e a r s ,  d a r k  d re a m s  
p la g u e d  me a f t e r  my b o a t ,  t h e  
S c h m e d lo v , sw am ped a t  t h e  
o u t s i d e  N e e d le .  Two e i g h t -  
f o o t  g r e e n  w a v e s  c o l l a p s e d  on  
my b o a t  an d  f l o o d e d  t h e  v e s s e l  
t o  i t s  r a i l s .  E ven  now my 
p u l s e  q u i c k e n s  a t  t h e  
r e c o l l e c t i o n .  O nce t h e  s h o r t  
s u r g e  t h r o u g h  t h e  s u r f  h a s  
b e e n  n e g o t i a t e d ,  t h e  b o a t  
b e g i n s  i t s  r u n  t o  T i l l a m o o k  
L i g h t h o u s e .  T he  t r i p  o f  
s e v e r a l  m i l e s  i s  a c c o m p l i s h e d  
r a t h e r  q u i c k l y  i n  a d o r y .  
D o r i e s  a r e  t e n a c i o u s  s e a  
v e s s e l s ,  h a r d y  a n d  d u r a b l e .

My m o s t s u c c e s s f u l  
t r o l l i n g  o c c u r r e d  in  r i p  l i n e s  
fo rm e d  up  j u s t  o u t s i d e  t h e  
l i g h t h o u s e .  Long c u r r e n t s  
d r e d g e  up  p h y t o p l a n k t o n  fro m  
t h e  d e p t h s  i n  l i n e s  t h a t  
e x t e n d  f o r  m i l e s  q u i t e  
d i s t i n c t l y .  F i s h  f e e d  
v o r a c i o u s l y  i n  r i p s .  H e re  we 
d o ry m e n  lo w e r e d  c a n n o n  b a l l  
w e i g h t s  a n d  a m u l t i t u d e  o f  
" s p r e a d s "  ( l e a d e r s  a n d  l u r e s  
a t t a c h e d  t o  f o u r  s t a i n l e s s  
s t e e l  l i n e s ) .  T h i r t y  o r  m o re  
l u r e s  f l i p  a n d  f l a s h  t h r o u g h  
t h e  w a t e r  a t  v a r i o u s  l e v e l s  
fro m  s u r f a c e  t o  tw e n ty  o r  
t h i r t y  f a th o m s  b e lo w . M ost 
d o r y  t r o l l e r s  a f f i x  b e l l s  t o  
t h e  t i p s  o f  t h e i r  tw o  t r o l l i n g  
p o l l s  t h a t  j i n g l e  w hen f i s h  
hook  t h e m s e l v e s .

A l l  d a y  we p l y  t h e  w a t e r s  
on a n o r t h - s o u t h  t a c k ,  t i n y  
m i d g e - f l y  b o a t s  h a t c h e d  on  a 
J u n e  s e a .  A t d u s k  p e r h a p s  35 
o r  40 s i l v e r  s a lm o n  (C o h o ) a n d  
a " s m i l e y "  (C h in o o k  s a lm o n )  o r  
tw o  n e s t  i n  t h e  f i s h  b o x .

We p u l l  o u r  g e a r  a n d  h e a d  
f o r  t h e  b e a c h ,  H a y s ta c k  R ock 
p r o m i n e n t  t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t .
From t h e  s e a  w e s t  o f  C an n o n  
B e a c h , t h e  v e r d u r e  o f  t h e  
f o o t h i l l s  t u m b l i n g  t o  t h e  
b e a c h  b e g g a r s  d e s c r i p t i o n .
T he l a n d  r e c l a i m s  u s  u n t i l  
t o m o r r o w 's  l a u n c h .

I w o u ld  l i k e  t o  e x t e n d  my 
r e g a r d s  t o  a l l  d o ry m e n  p a s t  
a n d  p r e s e n t .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  
p r i z e d  m e m o r ie s .  May y o u  h a v e  
f a i r  w in d s  a n d  a f o l l o w i n g

S t r e a m  o f
C o n s c io u s n e s s  
T r a v e l  I n f o r m a t i o n

f r o m  t h e  S o u r c e . . .

O re g o n ia n s  t ra v e lin g  s o u th  fe e l good 
a b o u t H ig h w a y  O n e  s o u th  o f  S a n  
F r a n c is c o  e ro d in g  re d  g r a y  g re e n  
c l i f f  w a lls  s p ir a l  ro a d  s y s te m  high  
s p e e d  n a t u r e  v ie w in g  as  f a r  as  
C a l i fo r n ia n s  a r e  ab le  to  t o le r a t e  the  
s t u f f  w ith  g r e a t  c o n t r a s t  In v ie w in g  
s t y le s  h igh  s p e e d  im p r e s s io n is t ic  
and V W  r e a l is m  r e p r e s e n t e d  s o u th  
th ro u g h  m an y s m a ll c o m m u n itie s  o f f  
s h o re  b r e e z e s  and  u n r ld d e n  g la s s y  
f r e e  r id e s  no  p a d d le  w i t h  a 
s u r p r is in g  la c k  o f d e v e lo p m e n t o r  
s e n s e  o f  c o m p e t it io n  f r ie n d ly  peop le  
and c a r e le s s  ty p e s  r o a m  q u a k e  
d a m a g e d  S a n t a  C r u z  In th e  h e a v y  
b r u s s e ls  s p r o u t  a r o m a  s e d a t in g  
o u t ly in g  h a r v e s t in g  ty p e s  In to  an  
e a r ly  to  bed e a r ly  to  r is e  s c h e d u le  
c a tc h  th e  lo w  tid e  liqu id  w in d  m ill in 
w a r m th  r e la t iv e  to  n o r t h e r n  re g io n  
e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  s im ila r  t im e  f r a m e s  
and d r iv e s  go ing s o u th  th ro u g h  d ry  
h a rd  w a t e r  h a r d  s m o o th  a b r a s iv e  
h ills  w ith o u t  b a g u e t te s  o r  d o u b le  
c r e a m  b r ie  and  c o f f e e  t h a t  k i l ls  
n o r t h e r n  s t r a y s  u n t il  f iv e  o c lo c k  
h its  L A  g r id lo c k  f r e e w a y  s e v e n ty  
f iv e  m ile  an h o u r s h u t d o w n  pile up 
Jum p th e  m e d ia n  s a n ity  s ty le  In a 
r u s te d  o u t b e a c h  m o b ile  r e f le c t io n  
o f f  th e  5 6 0  SL p a s s in g  lig h t f la s h e s  
r e s t  w hen  you g e t th e  c h a n c e  w ith  a 
c o u s in  In a d o r m  r o o m  h it  th e  
s u r r e a l  D is n e y  g lo s s e d  c o m p u te r  
p h o to  o f y o u r s e lf  a t s p la s h  m o u n ta in  
b e f o r e  th e  lin e s  a d r e n a l bad c o f fe e  
r e s o n a t e d  s y s t e m  o v e r lo a d  t a lk  
ra d io  r e a l i t y  w h is k s  one  o f f  to  th e  
L A X  re d  e y e  re d  e y e  to  S a n  Jose  
C o s ta  R ic a  and b e t t e r  c o f fe e  m o re  
a ir  p e r  b r e a th  and m a la r ia  s e e  you  
soon
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• Design • Construction
• Irrigation • Rockeries 
« Sod & Seed Lawns

• Retaining Walls
• Water Features

• Native and
Ornamental Planing

• Tractor Services
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• FEATURING STARBUCKS COFFEE
• WIDE Si l ECTION OF MAGAZINES
• HEALTHFUL SNACKS
• T 0P 0  KAP5 ( CALENDARS 

HOURS
EVERYDAY 8:00-4:00

368-7450 P O  BOX 6981
500 LANEDA AVE. MANZANITA OR 97130


