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O U f\ Environmental Earth News
T h e s e  a r e  b o n e s  o l  c o n t e n ­

t i o n  .
T h e  W e s te rn  S h o s h o n e  r e t a in e d  

t h e  t i t l e  t o  t h e i r  la n d s ,  by  
t r e a t y .  When th e  P e o p le ,  th e  
N ew e, p u rs u e d  le g a l  a t  f i r  m u t ­
t o n  o f  t h e i r  la n d  r i g h t s ,  t h e i r  
l e g a l  c o u n s e l p u rs u e d  m o n e ta r y  
c o m p e n s a t io n  I n s t e a d .

T he  u n d y in g  r e s i s t a n c e  o t  
t h e  Newe t o  s u r r e n d e r  t h e i r  
la n d s  I s  fo c u s s e d  to d a y  I n  th e  
I n s i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  D ann f a m i l y  
t h a t  t h e i r  s to c k ,  g r a z e s  on  
la n d  t h a t  b e lo n g s  t o  t h e  W e s te rn  
S h o s h o n e  p e o p le .  T he  b u re a u  
o f  L a n d  M anagem ent h a s  c h a r g e d  
t h e  D a nns  w i t h  t r e s p a s s ,  a rid  
l ia s  a t t e m p te d  t o  r o u n d  u p  l i v e ­
s t o c k  o n  t h e  c o n t e s t e d  la n d .

A lthough Western Shoshone 
t e r r i t o r y  was never s o ld  o r  
s igned  away, encroachment and 
harrassm ent le d  t r i b a l  e ld e rs  
in  the 1930’ s to  e n l is t  the 
a s s is ta n c e  o f  Judge M ilto n  
Badt to  defend t h e i r  in te r e s ts .  
Knowing th a t  the In d ia n s  w ished 
to  a s s e r t t h e i r  land r ig h t s ,  the 
Judge in s te a d  pursued f in a n c ia l  
com pensation.

In 1946 the  task  was handed 
to  S a lt  Lake C ity  a t to rn e y  E rnest 
W ilk in s o n  who co n tin ued  to  seek 
com pensation even though the  Newe 
sought c o n f irm a tio n  o f  t h e i r  t r e a ty  
t i t l e .  The same year W ilk in s o n 's  
law f i r m  helped c re a te  the Ind ia n  
C laim s Commission, designed to  
te rm in a te  c la im s  w ith  f in a n c ia l  
s e tt le m e n ts . W ilk in s o n 's  
p a r tn e r ,  Robert B a rke r, f i l e d  a 
c la im  fo r  compensation in  1951, 
and re s is ta n c e  to  the c la im  
remained unorganised u n t i l  the 
e a r ly  1970 's . By 1979, the 
In d ia n 's  reques t fo r  a compro­
m ise, a p p ro x im a te ly  o n e -e ig h th  
o f  the  t r e a ty  la n d , had been 
approved by the Department o f  the 
I n te r io r  and the Department o f 
J u s t ic e .  Then came the MX m iss le  
and S e c re ta ry  o f  the I n te r io r  
James W att.

The tre sp a ss  charges a g a in s t 
the  Danns are  the  la te s t  e x te n s io n  
o f  ou r governm ent's  d ish o n o ra b le  
tre a tm e n t o f  the Newe, and perhaps 
the  la s t .  These are some o f  
the  people  who can teach a l l  o f  
us how to  l i v e  on th is  e a r th  
w ith o u t us ing  i t  up, w ith o u t 
p o is o n in g  each o th e r .  They 
may be ou r la s t ,  best hope, 
and we shou ld  he lp  them.

S u p p o r te r s  o f  t h e  Newe a nd  
t h e  D a nns  h a v e  m a in t a in e d  a 
v i g i l  f o r  s e v e r a l  w e eks  t o  m on­
i t o r  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  
BLM. T h e s e  p e o p le  a r e  u n d e r  a 
h ig h  l e v e l  o f  s u r v e i l l a n c e  a n d  
a c c e s s  t o  t h e  D ann r a n c h  h a s  
b e e n  r e s t r i c t e d ,  p a r t l y  due  
t o  s e v e r e  w i n t e r  w e a th e r .

I t  I s  now v e r y ,  v e r y  c o ld  
I n  t h e  h ig h  c o u n t r y  I n  N e v a d a .
T h e  D a n n s ' s u p p o r t e r s  n e e d  
c l o t h i n g  - -  w o o l s o c k s ,  g lo v e s  
a n d  h a t s  - -  a n d  n o n - p e r  I s h a b le  
f o o d .  I f  y o u  w is h  t o  know  
m o re ,  D onna O s b o rn e  I s  I n  c o n ­
t a c t  w i t h  s u p p o r t e r s  I n  t h e  
a r e a  w ho a r e  c o l l e c t i n g  s u p p ­
l i e s  t o  s e n d  t o  t h e  D ann r a n c h .
C a l l  h e r  a t  4 3 6 -2 4 2 0 .
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We’re Oregon’s 
Largest 
Statewide 
Peace Group.
Oregon Peace works 
needs your support!

Suggested donation i2t)fyeit'

Sign up for free mailings of the 
Oregon F n kew rier

L .

Oregon Pesceworka
333 State Street 
Sa leni, Oregon 973OI 
(SG3) SH5 2767
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BUY GROCERIES AT 15% 
ABOVE WHOLESALE COST!

PACIFIC PRODUCE 
MOUNTAIN PEOPLES WAREHOUSE

Ml Peoples Warehouse is an alternative food supplier who 
sells a wide variety of conventional and organic groceries 
Induded are bulk grains, produce, bakery goods, dairy prod­
ucts. canned and bottled products, chips, be<mty aids, bode 
gradabie deaners Their catalogue contains more than 140 
pages to choose from.

Catalogues can be purchased for $2 00 at Pacific Produce. 
1235S Hemlock in Haystack Square Come in and join the 
growing number of people who are living nght and paying less

(503)287-4777
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DONAI D LARSEN

R e n e w a b le  Energy In c .
Solar I nertyv

P O Box 18064 
Portland. Oregon 97213
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1/ the Earth
were only a few feet in 

diameter, floactng a few feet above 
a field somewhere, people would come 

from everywhere to marvel at it. People would 
walk around it, marvelling at its big pools of water, 

its little pools and the water flowing between the pools. 
People would marvel at the bumps on it, and the holes in It, 

and they would marvel at the very thin layer of gas surrounding 
it and the water suspended in the gas. The people would 
marvel at all the creatures walking around the surface of the ball, 
and at the creatures in the water. The people would declare ic 
as sacred because ic was the only one, and they would protect 
it so that Jc would not be hurt. The ball would be the 
greatest wonder known, and people would come co 
pray :o it, to be healed, to gain knowledge, to know 
beauty and to wonder how ic could be. People 
would love it, and defend ic with their lives 

because they would somehow know th a t 
their lives, their own roundness, could 

be nothing without it. If the
Earth were only a few 

feet in diameter. Ö


