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Now &  Then Editorial |"TIFTO-L£rf?ED&Ll
In  t h i s  I s s u e  we t a l k  a b o u t 

a l o t  of c r a z y  t h i n g s .  T h in g s  
o u r l o c a l ,  s t a t e  and n a t i o n a l  
le a d e r s  a r e  d o in g  t o  u s  and 
some c r a z y  t h i n g s  we do t o  o u r 
s e l v e s .

One o f  th e  t h i n g s  t h a t  h a v e  
J u st g o t t e n  t o o  c r a z y  I s  T r o ja n .
A f t e r  y e a r s  o f  l e a k s ,  sh u td o w n s, 
f i n e s  and p r o t e s t s ,  e v e n  th e  NRG 
h as had e n o u g h . Two h ig h  l e v e l
o f f i c i a l s  h a v e  p u b l i c l y  e x p r e s s e d  Dr'v IllllEh 
d oub t a b o u t th e  w isdom  o f  k e e p in g  
T r o ja n  p lu g g e d  In  f o r  one more 
day l e t  a lo n e  fo u r  more y e a r s .

L lo y d  M arbet lia s  b een  a r r e s t e d  
TWICE. We recommend th e  s t o r y  
by Hope H a r r is  In  th e  N o rth  C o a s t  
T im es E a g le ,  I t  t a l k s  a l o t  a b o u t 
what I t  means t o  s t i l l  be c r a z y  
enough a f t e r  a l l  t h e s e  y e a r s  t o  
t h in k  you ca n  make a d i f f e r e n c e .

A ls o  In t h i s  I s s u e  B i l l  R edden 
from  PDX In P o r t la n d  se n d s  u s  a 
s t o r y  a b o u t f o l k s  in  L in c o ln  C i t y  
f i g h t i n g  more c r a z i n e s s  o f  a 
d i f f e r e n t  k in d .
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More S t u f f .  . .
We r e c le v e d  a p o s t  c a r d  from  

F r a n c e , from  n o n -o th e r  th e  th a n  
W ic k la n d  - c o r r e s p o n d e n t  'd e  
f o r e i g n .  I t  s a id  on one s i d e ,  
" L i b e r t y ,  E q u a l i t y ,  and A b s u r d it y ' 
w ith  a S t a t u e  o f  L i b e r t y  o f f  t o  
one s i d e .  He i s  t r u l y  a s t r a n g e  
man.

A ls o  In th e  m a ll was a n o t i c e  
from  G ln o  Sky a b o u t f i l s  new book 
"N ear th e  P o s t c a r d  B e a u t i f u l " ,  
a s e r i e s  o f  s h o r t  s t o r i e s  by th e  
C r e a t o r  o f  th e  Cowboy Buddha.
I t  I s  a v a i l a b l e  from  F l o a t i n g  
In k  B ooks f o r  § 9 .9 5  p lu s  § 1 .7 5  
p o s ta g e  and h a n d l in g .  You ca n  
o r d e r  from  W ild  bog C o n s t r u c t i o n ,  
P .0 .  Box 1084 B o i s e ,  Id ah o  8 3 7 0 1. 
Y e t  a n o th e r  t r u l y  s t r a n g e  man.

S p e a k in g  o f  s t r a n g e ,  o u r own 
l o c a l  la w p e r s o n s  h a v e  been  
s la p p i n g  l e a t h e r  a g a i n ,  among 
o t h e r  t h i n g s .  More a b o u t t h i s  
in  n e x t  i s s u e )  r e g r e t f u l l y  th e  
s t o r i e s  c o n t i n u e .  . .

And s p e a k in g  o f  p e o p le  n ot 
g e t t i n g  I t  - P a ck  i t  In  Packw oodt 
I 'm  s o r r y ,  b u t yo u r s e r v i c e s  a r e  
no lo n g e r  r e q u i r e d .  W alk away 
w it h  w hat you h a v e  l e f t  o f  y o u r  
d i g n i t y ,  and y o u r  m i l l i o n s  in  
cam p aign  c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  D on’ t  
p u t th e  p e o p le  o f y o u r  p a r t y  
and y o u r  s t a t e  th ro u g h  t h i s  
u g ly  p r o c e d u r e  of r e c a l l  o r  
e t h i c s  c o m m itte e s . I f  you a r e  
w o r r ie d  a b o u t l o s i n g  a R e p u b lic a n  
S e n a te  s e a t ,  Norm.» P a u lu s  w ould  
b e a good r e p la c e m e n t , s i n c e  th e  
"m ost e x c l u s i v e  c lu b "  in  th e  
w o r ld  h a s  r e c e n t l y  i n s t a l l e d  a 
W omen's Room.

We w ould  l i k e  t o  w elcom e our 
new a d v e r t i s e r s / f r i e n d s  T h ir d  
L ye  in  P o r t la n d ,  and The C an n es 
Cinem a in  S e a s id e .  C an n es i s  
d o in g  a f o r e i g n  f i lm  s e r i e s  f o r  
u s  t h e s e  d a y s , and e v e n  th o u g h  
you h ave  a lr e a d y  m isse d  "H ow ards 
End" ( a s  good a s h o t  l o r  th e  
O s c a r s  a s  a n y ) ,  you  c a n  s t i l l  
c a t c h  "DanZon" in  J a n u a r y .
(S e e  th e  r e v ie w  we s t o l e  from  
th e  V i l l a g e  V o ic e  w l ih  p e r m is s io n  
In  t h i s  i s s u e . )

A u s t r a l i a ,  and e v e n  C o lo r a d o  
( t a l k  a b o u t f a r  away p l a c e s . . .  
we do In f a c t  su p p o rt  th e  
b o y c o t t  o f  C o lo r a d o ,  b u t o n ly  
§> not I n fo r m a t io n .)

We a l s o  th a n k  our f a r s i g h t e d  
a d v e r t i s i n g  c u s to m e r s  f o r  tin* 
g ro w in g  I n t e r e s t  In  The E d g e . 
I f  I t  w o r k s , do i t .

On th e  
B r in k le y  -shnw

MKANHHIIJt. IN NEWPORT
On C h r is tm a s  Eve. G e o rg e  

Bush c lo t h e d  h im s u if  in  th e  
c h a r a c t e r  o f  a c e r t a i n  m erry 
o ld  e l f  by p a rd o n in g  s i x  
a c c u s e d  oorisp i r a t o r s  in  t h e  
I r a n - C o n t r a  a f f a i r  in c lu d i n g  
fo rm e r  S e c . o f  D e fe n c e , C a sp a r  
W e in b e rg e r  Ho no ho.

T h is  Week w ith  D avid  
cn PBS Deo

2 7 th , I r a n - C o n t r a  S p e c i a l  
P r o a e o u te r  L aw ren ce E W alsh 
s a id  o f  Bunn, he hau ahowri
an a rro g a n d  d i s r e g a r d  f o r  tn e  
r u l e  o f  la w ."

W aish h as s p e n t  th e  l a s t  s i x  
y e a r s  and m u lt i p le  m i l l i o n s  o f  
t a x p a y e r 's  d o l l a r s  g r i n d in g  
away a t  t h i s  moss w ith  su ch  
s m a ll r e s u l t s  t h a t  one o a n ' t  
h e lp  w o n d e rin g  i f  b i s  c o n c e rn  
i s n ' t  more w ith  c o n t i n u e in g  
h is  sw e e t l i t t l e  s i n e c u r e  th an  
th e  r u l e  o f  law .

One C a n 't ,  h o w e v e r, q u a r r e l  
w ith  W a ls h 'a  a r r o g a n t
d i s r e g a r d  f o r  th e  r u l e  o f  
law , s ta te m e n t .

And, g u e s s  wnat S p o r t a fa n s ,  
w e 'v e  g o t  a new p r o s . d e n t l a l  
n o l i i d a y  t r a d i t i o n !  G e r a ld  
F ord , in  a p e r s o n a l  b e s t  le a p  
o f  l o g i c ,  r e a l i s e d  t h a t  i f  R 
N ixon was c o n v ic t e d  o f  a 
c r im e , he [G a s p ], G. Ford 
c o u ld  a l s o  be h e ld  a c c o u n t a b le  
f o r  i l l e g a l  a c t s  a p ard o n  f o r  
th e  u n in c i ic t e o , i o t  a lo n e  
c o n v ic t e d  s u s p e c t  im m e d ia te ly  
f o l lo w e d .  Now G eo rg e  Busn has 
real*l*irated th e  t n e o r y  and i t  
w i l l  be se e n  a t  t r a d i t i o n  
h e r e a f t e r .

A M udost P r o p o s a l  L e t  
r a i s e  enough h u l l  a b o u t
t o  f o r c e  C o n g re ss  t o  p a ss  
l e g i s l a t i o n  r e q u i r i n g  t h a t  
p r e s i d e n t i a l  o r  an y o t h e r  
v a r i e t y  ox p ardon  be g iv e n  
o n ly  a f t e r  c o n v i c t i o n .  I t  
w ould  do my h e a r t  good t o  s e e  
some o f  t h e s e  B e lt  l i n e  Boxoh 
p r o c la im e d  as f e l o n s ,  ev en  i f  
o n ly  x’ o r  a few  m in u te s .

N ote The u n q u e s t io n a b ly  
s c h o l a r l y  g e n tle m a n  wno w ro te  
in  a p r e v io u s  i s s u e  o f  t h i s  
r a g  t h a t  he d i d n 't  k i l l  th o s e

. . b i g  y e l lo w  o n es [ s l u g s ]  
w ith  th e  b la c k  s p o t s  t h a t  
t a s t e  l i k e  r a z o r  c la m « . ."  i s  i 
f i n e  w r i t e r  und p r o b a b ly  a 
p r in c e  o f  u f e l l o w  but he has 
a t i n  p a l a t e .  They t a s t e  
e x a c t l y  l i k e  th e  d e l i c i o u s  
c o c k l e s  foun d in  Y a q u in a  Day 

A le x  L a F o l1e t t e

us 
t h i s

So w elcom e t o  i s s u e  T e n .
As th o u g h  you d i d n ' t  n o t i c e ,  
we h ave n o t o n ly  more s t u f f ,  
b u t more c o p i e s ,  5 ,0 0 0  t h i s  
m o n th lI f  S o , maybe you  ca n  
sen d  a c o p y  t o  som eone who 
l i v e s  f a r  a w a y , b u t whom you 
l i k e  a n y w a y . We w ould  l i k e  
t o  th a n k  o u r  r e a d e r s / f r i e n d s  
f o r  th e  s u p p o r t  In  th e  
s u b s c r i p t i o n  a r e a .  We now sen d 
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behind the Times
Michael Burgess

The more c b . - d y  we examine ou r w o r ld , the 
c le a re r  i t  becomes th a t  the  ends o f  th in g s  are  
in  t h e ir  b e g in n in g s , waving l ik e  Burma Shave 
s ig n s  from  the edge o f our k jrm a . L i fe  teaches, 
i f  n o th in g  e ls e ,  th a t  no wheels g r in d  f in e r  than 
than those we se t in  m otion by our a c t io n s .  Tto 
le a rn  th a t the  u n fo ld in g  o f  our pe rso n a l c re a -  
t io n  is  the  u n r a v e l l l in g  ot cause and e f fe c t  
l -  not make th e  m y ste r ie s  le ss  m y s te r io u s , 

o n ly  more in t im a te  and charm ing .
An e la b o ra te  and la rg e ly  ig no red  r i t u a l  s u r ­

rounds the  b i r t h  o f the  new y e a r. Ih e  capstone 
o f the  h o ly  days is  the w in te r  s o ls t ic e ,  a geo­
p h y s ic a l cusp m arking the  re tu rn  o f  the L ig h t .
I t  is  no a c c id e n t o f  the ca le n d a r th a t  the  sea- 
sen is  g ive n  over to  s h a rin g  fo o d , c o n s id e r in g  
the  r o o t *  o f w! , and renew ing what remains
of our re s o lv e . 'Ihe dead o f  w in te r  c o n fro n ts  us 
w ith  our b e l ie f  system s. 'Ihe ho lyness  comes

I  ' • • n t ) > real it y  rod i Inding,
once a g a in , our p la c e  in  the  dreamworks o f  c re ­
a t io n .  T h is  in  m ind, a p la ce  shou ld  be made in  
t r a d i t io n  f o i  th e  ep iphany o f  John von Neumann.

Von Neumann was a m a th em a tic ian , the  inven ­
to r  o f the  computer as we know i t ,  a p ionee r in  
c y b e rn e tic s ,  and c o in v e n to r  o f  game th e o ry  and 
quantum lo g ic .  H is  book, The M athem atica l Foun-

quantum B ib le ' .  In  1932, von Neumann se t o u t 
to  d is c o v e r why th e re  i -  a n y th in g . I t  may be 
easy to  take  the  u n ive rse  fo r  g ra n te d , but i t  
is  not w r i t te n  anywhere in  accep ted th e o ry  th a t  
th e re  must be so much as a s in g le  q u a rk , le t  
a lone  a c lo se d  and unbouixled u n iv e rs e  o f fo u r  
d im en s ion a l space /ttm e  expanding in  a l l  d i r e c ­
t io n s  a t n e a r ly  the  v e lo c i t y  o f  l i g h t .

' : XfynS* ic *»  t h e  m o s t sue— 
c e s fu l idea m  the  h is to r y  o f s c ie n c e , von Neu­
mann knew th a t ,  beh ind  the  b o g g lin g  d iv e r s i t y
o f appearances, the  u n ive rse  is  homogenous-----
composed e n t i r e ly  o f  quantum s t u f f ,  each b i t  o f  
wh ich is  l ik e  eve ry  o th e r .  For reasons no t 
known and in  ways no t c le a r ,  t h is  unm an ifes t 
raw m a te r ia l o f  r e a l i t y  a r t ic u la te s  i t s e l f  in to  
a l l  th a t  is .  Not a m ira c le ,  but c lo s e .

He a ls o  knew, aga in  from  quantum th e o ry , th a t
r e a l i t y  is  a tenuous a f f a i r -----a th in  membrane
o f o b je c t /e v e n ts  danc ing  on a sea o f  p o te n t ia l .  
What r e g is te r s  as r e a l i t y  on our in s tru m e n ts

■ » NW t | : Ixil ; 1 11 n>:,. For any 
p o in t  in  s p a c e /tim e , th e re  is  an a r ra y  o f even ts  
th a t  m ight take  p la c e . In o rd e r fo r  th e re  to  
be a n y th in g , a l l  p o s s ib le  som eth ings bu t one 
must d is a p p e a r, c o lla p s e d  to  ze ro  by some s t a t i s ­
t i c a l  deus ex m achina. Ih e  p r o b a b i l i t y  l e f t  is  
w h a t's  th e re  when we lo o k .

It) f in d  t h is  c o lla p s e  o f p r o b a b i l i t ie s ,  the 
fro n  no th ing , von Neumann

b u i l t  a m in im a l event system c a l le d  von Neumann's 
ch a in  a source , a s ig n a l,  and a r e c e iv e r .
There is  no s im p le r system s in c e ,  i t  any o f th. • 
l in k s  are  removed, th e re  is  no exchange o f energy 
and so no r e a l i t y  to  t>bsetve. He f ig u re d  the  
s i t e  o f the  c o lla p s e  shou ld  s t ic k  o u t l i k e  a 
so re  thumb. I t  d id n ' t .  T ry  as he m ig h t, he

• :■ poasible, s ite  1 x
th e  spontaneous  g e n e ra tio n  o f the  u n iv e rs e  from 
p regnant n o th in g .

Because each l in k  in  the ch a in  is  made o f 
quantum s t u f f ’ and each b i t  is  l i k e  eve ry  o th e r ,  

th e re  is  no p o in t a t  which d i f fe r e n c e ,  in  the 
form  o f  o b je c ts  and e v e n ts , can a r is e .  In  what 
has come to  be known as von Neixnann's P ro o f, he 
showed th a t ,  whatever i t  is  th a t  c o lla p s e s  po­
t e n t ia l  in to  qu a rks , b la ck  h o le s , and P a r is  in  
th e  s p r in g  must l i e  o u ts id e  o f  quantum r e a l i t y .
V<xi Neumann c tx ild  th in k  o f n o th in g  o u ts id e  o f 
th e  e m p ir ic a l w o rld  bu t consc iousness . W ith  
von Neumann'» c h a in , we meet th e  ghos t in  the  
machine and f in d  i t  is  us.

We a re , a l l  o f  us, l in k s  in  the  quantixn c h a in . 
Beneath our d i f fe re n c e s ,  we a re  'quantum s t u f f ' .
I t  is  our ch o ice s  and our a c t io n s  th a t  c o lla p s e  

p o te n t ia l  o f our l iv e s .  In  a w o rld  w ith o u tthe
i l l u s io n ,  th e re  is  no thee und me 
p ro p n a te  a c t io n  is  always lo v e . 

Happy new y e a r .
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