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PUT YOUR GOOD WHERE IT 
WILL DO THE M OST.1*q00,01 "'avyGravya k a  H u g h  R o m n e y

Don
by Peter Lindsey
When th e  lo n g  r a i n  p la y a  

th e  l a s t  w i s t e r i a  le a v e s  b e h in d  
th e  W a v e c re s t In n  t h i s  f a l l  and 
s n ic k s  in  s u c c e s s iv e  s h e e t s  
a g a i n s t  i t s  s o u th  g a b le s ,  th e  
m a s te r  in n k e e p e r  w i l l  n o t  be 
t h e r e ,  b u t  h i s  s p i r i t  and w orks 
e n d u re .  H is E n g lis h  lo n g  b e a n s  
d a n g le  on th e  v i n e s ,  a s  y e t  
u n h a r v e s te d .  Duke, th e  b r i n d l e  
hound , s e e k s  in  v a in  h i s  
c u s to m a ry  bone a t  th e  back  
s t e p .  The damp se a  a i r  o f  
B r a i l l i e r  Road no lo n g e r  b le n d s  
w ith  th e  r i c h  brown s m e l l s  o f  
ry e  b re a d  and b rew in g  Toad S p i t  
S t o u t .

A f t e r  g e n t l e  s a v a g in g  by 
y o u r  e d i t o r ,  I w i l l  t r y  t o  t e l l  
you so m e th in g  o f  th e  man D onald  
Eddy Thompson, who l i v e d  
q u i e t l y  among you th e s e  p a s t  
tw e n ty  y e a r s ,  and who I a d m ired  
and c h e r i s h e d  a s  a t e a c h e r ,  
s u r r o g a t e  f a t h e r ,  and f r i e n d .

Don and h i s  w ife  V io l e t  
e n te r e d  my l i f e  e ig h te e n  y e a r s  
ago  and have  c a r r i e d  me th ro u g h  
w hat I c o n s id e r  t o  b e , in  
T h eo d o re  R o e th k e ' s te r m s ,  a 
c u l t u r a l  " d a rk  t im e ."  Q u o t id ia n  
r e a l i t i e s  hound o u r  l i v e s  w ith  
t h e i r  m e a n n e s s  a n d  
s u p e r f i c i a l i t y .  D o n a l d  
T h o m p so n 's  w orks and in f lu e n c e  
have  o f t e n  been  my s p e c i f i c  and 
a n t i d o t e .  S i t t i n g  a t  t a b l e  a t  
th e  W a v e c re s t, one n o t o n ly
d in e s  on th e in n  ' s c u i in a r y  

a r i c hp ro v e n d e r ,  b u t  a l s o  
b r o th  o f  h i s t o r y ,  hum or, and 
im a g in a t io n .  I c o u n t m y se lf  
t r u l y  b l e s s e d .

Mr. Thompson h a s  been  
t i t l e d  by Cannon Beach c i t y  
l e a d e r s  "The T h in k e r  and Doer 
o f  th e  Cannon Beach S e w e r ."  A 
c o n g re s s  o f  i n t e r e s t s  and 
t a l e n t s  s ta n d  w i tn e s s  t o  a l i f e  
s p e n t  b o th  t h in k in g  and d o in g .  
A p a i n t i n g  hung on th e  i n n 's  
k i t c h e n  w a ll  d e p i c t s  a s t o o l .  
The c a p t io n  r e a d s :  "S om etim es I 
s i t s  and  t h i n k s ;  so m etim es I 
j u s t  s i t s . "  V ery r a r e l y  d id  Don 
Thompson " j u s t  s i t . "  D o n 's  t a x  
a c c o u n ta n t  once adm on ished  him 
r e g a r d in g  th e  o c c u p a t io n  l i s t e d  
on h i s  t a x  form : "Mr. Thom pson,
l e t ' s  be h o n e s t  now 

s h o u ld  re a d  
I c o n c u r ,  
o f  u s  who l i v e  in  

and T o lo v an a  P a rk

Your
s im p lyo c c u p a t io n  

"D ream er. "
T hose

Cannon Beach
owe much to  Don’ s dream  o f  a 
s e w a g e /w e tla n d  sy s te m  r e l y i n g  
on n a t u r a l  f o r c e s  to  " p o l i s h "  
w a s te w a te r  r a t h e r  th a n  c h e m ic a l  
t r e a tm e n t  o f  w a s te .  At h i s  own

e x p e n se , Mr. Thompson v i s i t e d  
E u r o p e a n  s y s t e m s  a n d  
a l t e r n a t i v e  sy s te m s  in  th e  
U n ite d  S t a t e s .  Few e x i s t e d .  
W ith th e  a id  o f  an  e n g in e e r in g  
f irm  and h i s  d ream , D onald  s e t  
a b o u t c h a l le n g in g  and lo b b y in g  
f o r  w hat h a s  become th e  Cannon 
Beach W aste w a te r S y s tem . The 
sy s te m  i s  c o s t  e f f e c t i v e  and 
e n v ir o n m e n ta l ly  k in d .  I t  s t a n d s  
a s  a p r o t o t y p i c  n a t u r a l  
w a s t e w a te r  s y s te m  u s i n g  
v e g e t a t i v e  t r a n s p i r a t i o n  and 
s tre a m  flow  to  b re a k  down 
sew age e f f l u e n t .  Don a c te d  a s  
e m is s a ry  and r e s i d e n t  e x p e r t ,  
p r e s e n t in g  p a p e r s  f r e q u e n t ly  a t  
s e m in a r s  an d  w a s t e w a te r  
c o n v o c a t io n s .

Leagued w ith  N eal M aine, 
w e tla n d s  s p e c i a l i s t ,  th e  two 
i n i t i a t e d  a u n i q u e  
w e t la n d s /w a s te w a te r  m o n ito r in g  
p r o j e c t  a f f i l i a t e d  w ith  th e  
S e a s id e  S ch o o l D i s t r i c t .  The 
p rog ram  c o n t in u e s  w ith  s t u d e n t s  
from  th e  l o c a l  d i s t r i c t  
e n h a n c in g  game h a b i t a t  and 
g r a d u a te  s t u d e n t s  from  th e  
s t a t e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  u s in g  th e  
ponds and w e tla n d
r e s e a r c h  b a s e s  a s

l e a r n e d  j o u r n a l s ,  
a r t  and  f o r e ig n  
s u r ro u n d e d  D onald 
s in c e  t h e i r  
W a v e c re s t h a s  
and c o n d u i t

a r e a s
w e l l .

a s  
Don

Thompson and h i s  n e ig h b o r  B i l l  
C an essa  have m a in ta in e d  one o f  
th e  few o n g o in g  w eek ly  b i r d  
c o u n t  p r o j e c t s  in  w e s te rn  
O regon . The la g o o n  pond c o u n t 
i s  r e c o g n iz e d  by th e  O regon 
D ep artm en t o f  F is h  and W i l d l i f e  
a s  one o f  th e  o n ly  s i g n i f i c a n t  
in s t r u m e n ts  m e a su rin g  m ig r a to r y  
w ild fo w l in  th e  n o r th  c o a s t  
a r e a .

A c a t a l o g  o f  Mr. 
T hom pson 's  i n t e r e s t s  and 
a c c o m p lish m e n ts  ru n s  from  A to  
Z: A lgae  (pond ty p e s )  t o  
Zymurgy (b e e r  and b re a d  t y p e s ) . 
H is p e n c h a n t f o r  p u r s u in g  an 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y  ra n g e  o f  t a s k s ,  
n o t  m e re ly  s u p e r f i c i a l l y ,  b u t  
in  d e p th ,  s e t s  him a p a r t  from  a 
g r e a t  many o f  u s  in  t h i s  t im e

o b j e c t s  o f  
la n d s  have  
and V io l e t  

a r r i v a l .  The 
a c to d  a s  a haven  
f o r  h i s t o r i a n s ,

a r t i s t s ,  m u s ic ia n s ,  and su n d ry  
h u m a n is ts  in c lu d in g  T e re n c e  
O 'D o n n e l l ,  Kim and
S t a f f o r d  and many m ore,

D onald  Thompson
co m p lex , p r i v a t e  man o f  
i n t e r e s t s  and p a s s io n s ,  
fu n d a m e n ta l ly  imbued 
b e l i e f  in  th e  v a lu e  o f

w i l l ia m

was
many 

y e t  
w ith  

1 iv in g

o f  t e l e v i s i o n .  The 
In n  i s  n o t  a

W a v e c re s t 
p l a c e  o f

t e l e v i s i o n .  I n s t e a d ,  b o o k s ,

s im p ly .  H is m ea ls  w ere 
le g e n d a r y ,  and  g e n e r a l l y  
e n h an c ed  by f r e s h  p ro d u c e - -F a v a  
b e a n s ,  E u ro p ean  p o t a t o e s ,  
c a r r o t s ,  and le e k s - - g r o w n  y e a r -  
ro u n d  in  h i s  e l e v a t e d  b e d s , 
r e s u r r e c t e d  from  a ro ck y  
ro a d b e d . D uring  summer m onths 
he i r r i g a t e d  w ith  d i t c h  w a te r  
g a th e r e d  from  an a q u e d u c t 
sy s te m  o r i g i n a t i n g  b lo c k s  aw ay. 
H is c o m p o s tin g  r e l i e d  h e a v i ly  
on p ro d u c e  j e t t i s o n e d  from  
l o c a l  m a rk e ts .

H is  a b h o r re n c e  o f  w a s te  
s h o u ld  s e r v e  a s  an exam ple  t o  
u s  a l l  in  a t im e  o f  m a t e r i a l  
p r o f l i g a c y .  He w a s te d  n o th in g  
w hich  c o u ld  s e r v e  a g a in .  A c o rk  
from  a w ine b o t t l e  f i l l e d  a 
d r a f t y  c h in k  in  a w a l l .  T in

f o i l  was w ashed and r e - u s e d  
s e v e r a l  t im e s .  O ld s i l k  t i e s ,  
f a l l e n  from  v o g u e , w ere 
t r a n s m u te d  by V io l e t  and 
r e a p p e a r e d  a s  s t a r t l i n g  q u i l t s  
and c o m f o r te r s .  D regs from  a 
p i c k l e  j a r  c o n t r i b u t e d  s a v o r s  
to  th e  e v e n in g  s te w  p o t .  Lawn 
c l i p p i n g s  from  n e i g h b o r 's  y a rd s  
p r o v id e d  c o m p o s t.

H is w e ak n e ss?  Not enough  
t im e .  H is s t r e n g t h s ?  Too 
e x h a u s t iv e  t o  c a t a l o g u e .  He 
c o u ld  r e c o u n t  th e  w eek ly  
r a i n f a l l  in  o u r  a r e a ,  t o  th e  
f r a c t i o n  o f  an in c h ,  d a i l y ,  f o r  
two d e c a d e s . H is w e av in g s  w ere  
o f  th e  h ig h e s t  o r d e r .  H is  w h eat 
and ry e  b re a d s  a m i r a c l e .  H is  
know ledge  o f  A s ia n  a r t ,  
l i n g u i s t i c s ,  J u n g ia n  th o u g h t ,  
h y d ro lo g y , in d ig e n o u s  p e o p le s ,  
g e o g ra p h y , f o l k l o r e ,  and 
t h e o l o g y ,  r e m a r k a b le  t o  
w i t n e s s .

The la n k  f i g u r e  h o e in g  
b e h in d  th e  W a v e c re s t In n  i s  
g o n e . I a n t i c i p a t e  him t h e r e ,  
h i s  s h e a f  o f  g r a y - y e l lo w  h a i r  
and lo n g  fram e en g ag ed  in  some 
e a r n e s t  p u r s u i t .

I have n e v e r  known h i s
l i k e .

I s h a l l  m iss  him t e r r i b l y .
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BASEBALL
Mark G race  won a G old G love 
a t  f i r s t  b a s e i  Maddux won th e  
Cy Youngi and i t  i s  a  l o t  more 
l i k e l y  t h a t  th e  Cubs w i l l  be 
i n  th e  W orld S e r i e s  n e x t y e a r  
th a n  th e  R o c k ie s  o r  th e  M a r l tn s I

"H* tluln'i mjr 'al deni«. ' did Be’”
DON PETRIE'S 

ITALIAN FOOD COMPANY 
613NW Third 265 FOOD 
Nye Beach, Newport
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