Nuclear Free America Consumer Alert:
RADIOACTIVE SMOKE DETECTORS

Most Americans probably assume that their homes are free of radicactive material Not so! Nuchear
Free America warns consumers Lhat Lhe vast majorily of hame smoke detecton in use Woday cuntaun
s highly toxx redicactive matenial To soe f your smoke detector is among them, check for the words
‘amencium-241° or "Am-241" in fine print on the back or inaide of the detector

This radicactive matanal, which s cntained between thin layers of gokd and silver foul,
released inta the snvirenment if the detactor s tampered with, damaged due 1o fire, crushed «
disposal or ncinarsted. While the amount of americium - 241 contained in each detactor s quite small
== in the range of 1 to 6 microcuries — i1 s more than enough LW cause cancer If inhaled or ingested

Nuclear Free Amarva is concarned also about the larger threat poccd W humon beigs ad U
envirvnment by the preduction and disposal of radicactive unoke detectors i the aggregste The
Am-24]1 they contain s crested as a by product of plutonium 241 in special nuclear weagons
“production reactors” run in the U 8. by the Department of Energy The continued operstion of these
reactors is fraught with hasard and anly compounds the myriad of unselved problems assocated with
wnmwm--hmmmmmdmmuunxhumwmummdmk

While mdicactive mnoke detectors have an operating e of about 10 years, the half-life of the
amencium 24 | they contain (Lhe time required for half of the radioactivity to decay) s 458 years! Ths
means that it will take thousands of years for the radicactivity in duscarded smoke detectors Lo
completaly decay This disposal problesm i further complicated by the fact that the decay of Am 241
1 crestes severnl new lanic racdioactive elementa ®

Only "onuzing” type smoke detectars, however, require radicactive matenal Nuclear Free Amenca
ia pieased to inform consumens that nuclear free altermatives — which are actually more relable
bthWM&rmph-anhndhﬂwdﬂxtm.h
particles, are available in both $volt battary and 120-volt AC madels

Compared with radicactive detectors that rely on & beam of ionized air, most photoelectrie detectors
Are less senailive W humidity and cooking smoke — which means fewer annoying false alarms — and

'{ more sensilive W the larger smoke particles — which mearns (aster detertion of fires, the

o iost comunon and deadly of all housahold fires. Studies publahed try Ue Flre Jownad of Uhe Natsaal

e 1 Fire Protection Association and an ndependent consumer product teating organization show Lhat

4 photoslectric detactors are 24 to 68 minutes faster in detacting smoke from these kinds of fires, while

¥ being just 3 1 X3 seconds slower (0 detecting snoke from less comman, (ast flaming fires

! Unfortunately for most consumaens, however, photoelectnc detectors are not easy o find Most retail
e | storws sell anly the lonixing type, because tiey are leas expenaive (snce the radioactive material they

; contain s heavily submidised by the feders] government) and more widely promoted by leading
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‘ SAm 241 emute bedh alpha and g rediation wilh A ot energees of 5 4 MaV and (8 MeV respectivel y

! % The radicactvs doughiars brmed by e decar of A 34 | inchede Nog oM 23 Ure FALH

4 Thortum 2% Thartam 139, Actiowm 238 Radvam 224, | _cvam 221, A AT el B h 213
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s OSBORNE STUDIO & GALLERY
ORIGINAL FINE ART, SMALL EDITION PRINTS, GRAPHICS, COMMERCIAL AR L

ARCHITECTUAL RENDERINGS & CUSTOM FRAMING
635 MANZANITA AVENUE » PO BOX 301 MANZANITA OREGON 97130
BEST BY APPOINTMENT  503-436-2420
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On October second. Donna
Osburn leads us to WesternShoshone
Territory, to Nevada and a nuclear
test site, and to Las Vegas She joins
a ten-day Indigenous Forum and
Ceremony called Healing Global
Wounds, hosted by the Global Ant
Nuclear Alliance and the Western
Shoshone National Council
"4 The Treaty of Ruby Valley
€ providedfor ‘definite acknowledge
ment of the boundaries of the en
tire country that they claim * They
being the Newe (WesternShoshone )
the treaty was approved in 1863
when Lincoln s government needed
sale passage for Calhiformias gold
acrossthe 24 000 000 acre Shoshone
Territory. This was three years
alter the discovery of gold and sil
ver in Nevada Within a decade of
the treaty, many Shoshone were
starving, their land taken simply
and violently

.

There are still some people on
this planet whose family 1s always
withthem, evenwhen they are alone
lost, because they live with the
earthand sky, and their people have
since the beginning  Generations
upon generations have hived in
thoughtful balance as part ol the
world, and 1t 1s perhaps art and
magic and science and spirittothem
You and | cannot put on this knowl
edre hke an elk shirt We canonly
guess and wonder at those who lhive
and die with this other, greater
Mother

or

I'he land to the traditional
Shoshone 1s sacred. 1t 1s the basis for
a our hives To take away the land 1s
totake away the hivesof the people
Raymond Yowell, WSSLA. 1980
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: [t1s these people who feel the
desecration before the rest of us
when the earth and sky are sick
ened They see and hear and sense
the signs because they can (and we
cannot ) and because they are there
Countries with nuclear capa
bilities seem (o [ind the lands of
native peoples convenient for test
ing nuclear devices The Soviets

have tested in Kazakhstan and
Novaya Zemyla; China on the lands
of the Uygur. France tests in

Polynesia, Great Britain first tested
on Aboriginal land in Austrahia and

ing on Western Shoshone land in
Nevada

Inspring of 1954, in response
to the Viet Minh seige of Dien Bien
Phu, Admiral Arthur Radford, Chair
T man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
proposed using tactical atomic weap
ons to relieve the French Discour
aging the i1dea, General MacArthur
wrote to Secretary of State John
Foster Dulles, saying, among other
things, that the Soviel propoganda
machine would evidence our de
sire to use such weapons In
Indochina as proof of the fact we
were testing out weapons on native
peoples.” This began on Western
Shoshone land in 1951

The events which Donna will
join include, according to the spon
sors, an Indigenous People's Forum
with indigenous testimony and pre
sentations, indigenous and disar
mament workshops, skills sharing,
strategy discussions and multi-cul-
tural celebration, a demonstration
at the Nevada Test Site Operations
Office in Las Vegas, the final 4-day,
6S mile completion of two, 3000
mile continental Walks Across
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now joins the United States in test
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America to the Nevada Test Site, an
encampment in the desert adjacent
lo the Nevada Test Site, a nauive
led Healing Ceremony. a multi-cul
tural rally, Mass Nonviolent Direct
Action, and more

This October, while some cel
ebrate the S00 years since the Eu
ropean invasion, others mourn The
purpose statement from the Walk
AcCross America says, in part

We seek 1o understand
American history from the per
spective of American Indians, Afri
can- Americans, Asian- Americans
political prisoners, and all other
opressed people We support all
indigenous people s rights to the
use of and utle to their own lands
We support the demands of Native
Nations 1o receive a voice in the
United Natons We look toward
indigenousculturestooffer usprac
tical knowledge which could help
us secure the future of all life

That last sentence might be
reason enough to show our support
and to support Donna's participa

.
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tion The events

Oct 2-4 Indigenous Peoples
Forum, Las Vegas

Oct S Demonstration at the

Test Site Operations Office

Oct S-9 Join European Peace
Filgrimage & Walk Across America
for Mother Earth for the 65S-mile
completion of their 3000 mile, 8
month walks
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Oct 6-12 Nevada Test Site
Encampment

Oct 10 Native-led Healing
Ceremony

Oct 11 Multi cultural Rally

and Mass Nonviolent Action
Oct 12 S00yearsCommemo
ration

Those who wish more infor
mation may contact

Western Shoshone National 4
Council POBox 140115, Duckwater
NV 89314

American Peace Test PO Boxe
26725, l.as Vegas NV 89126
(702)386 9834

Citizen Alert POBox 1681, Las
Vegas NV 89125, (702)648 8982

Nevada Desert Experience PO
Box 4487, lLas Vegas, NV 89127
(7021646 4814
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Do not believe anything sim ‘é'

ply because you have heard it Do %
.

anything simply because it 1s found
written in your religious books Do
not believe in anything merely on
the the the authority of your teach

ers and elders But after observa

tion and analysis, when you find
that anything agrees with reason
and 1s conducive to the good and

not believe in traditions because
benelit of all, then accept it and live
up to it

they have been handed down for
That's what the Buddha said i

many generations. Do not believe in

"All it takes for evi/ to
win is for good men to do
NOTHING!

415 a holladay
seasde, or 97138
S503.738 4209
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botanical and culinary herbs
herbal products for
wealiness and balance

herbaligist / molly stromholt / owner




