
MEANWHILE.
IN NEWPORT

S e v e n  t h i r t y  on a b r i g h t  
m orn in g  s t a n d in g  among th e  
s o u l - s i c k  l in e u p  a t  t h e  b a r .

“ I know w hat I a m ." s h e  
s a y s .  I'm  a d ru n k . I ’m an 
a l c h o l i c  So w h at?  T h en , a s  
c a s u a l l y  a s  i f  s p e a k in g  o f  a 
c a t  t h a t  d i d n ’ t  come home l a s t  
n ig h t  I m is s e d  my l a s t  tw o  
p e r i o d s .

Have you  b een  t o  a d o c to r ? "  
I t ’ s  c o o l  en ou gh  t h i s  m orn in g  
f o r  t h e  warmth from  t h e  c o f f e e  
cu p  t o  f e e l  good  on my h a n d s .

No, w hat f o r ?  H e'd  j u s t  
t e l l  me t o  q u i t  d r in k in g .

What w ou ld  you  d o  w it h  a 
b ab y?  She l i v e s  by c a d g in g  a 
few  d o l l a r s  a d ay  from  t h e  men 
sh e  g o e s  t o  bed w it h ,  n o t  e v e n  
c o n f i d e n t  en ou gh  t o  demand t h e  
money up f r o n t  and r i s e  t o  th e  
l e v e l  o f  h o o k e r

"I w o u ld n ’ t  do  a n y t h in g  w ith  
a b a b y . N o th in g  I ’ d g i v e  i t  
t o  h e r  d ad d y t o  r a i s e  l i k e  I 
had t o  r a i s e  C h r i s t i . "

C h r i s t i  i s  h e r  d a u g h te r .  She  
w en t t o  h e r  h ig h  s c h o o l  
g r a d u a t io n  a w eek o r  s o  a g o , 
o r  s a y s  s h e  d id .  I im a g in e  h e r  
s t a n d in g  a t  t h e  back  o f  t h e  
h a l l  d u r in g  t h e  c e r e m o n y ,  
d r e s s e d  as s h e  now i s .  t o o  
asham ed t o  a c k n o w le d g e  o r  be  
a c k n o w le d g e d  'W h a t's  s h e  
g o in g  t o  d o  n ow ?’ I w ant t o  
a s k , maybe t o  v a l i d a t e  my 
im age I d o n ' t  a sk

A man w a lk s  in  and h e r  e y e s  
l i g h t  up th e n  g o  d ead  a s  s h e  
s e e s  t h e  woman f o l l o w i n g

"That s n n o f a b i t c h ."  She  
d o e s n ’ t  so u n d  a n g r y , n o t  e v e n  
h u r t .  The word i s  a 
c o n f ir m a t i o n ,  t h e  p e n e t r a t i o n  
o f  a m a sq u era d e  r a t h e r  th a n  a_  
c u r s e .  Then t h e  h u r t  com es

"He knew I ’d be in  h e r e .  Why 
d id  he h a v e  t o  b r in g  h er? "

The man b u y s a p i t c h e r  o f  
b e e r . He and t h e  woman move t o  
a t a b l e .

"I b e e n  w ith  him  m ore th a n  a 
w eek . Why w ou ld  he d o  t h a t  t o  
me? I ’ m n o t  a bad p e r s o n ,  am 
I?  You d o n ’ t  t h in k  I ’ m a bad 
p e r s o n , d o  you?"

"Of c o u r s e  n o t . “
T hen , d e p e r s o n a l i z i n g ,  

m oving  from  i n t i m a t e  t o  
a b s t r a c t  Why d o  p e o p le  a c t  
l i k e  t h a t ?  Oh w e l l ,  I g u e s s  
I ' l l  n e v e r  u n d e r s ta n d .

"You g o in g ?  H ey. ca n  y o u  l e t  
me h a v e  a c o u p le  b u c k s?  I 
g o t t a  h a v e  som e m ore b e e r  t h i s  
m o rn in g . ’’

" S u r e . ”
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t o  h a t e  e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  f e a r  t h e  
w o r l d .  I t ' d  be  d i f f e r e n t  i f  we 
c o u l d  a f f o r d  t h e  t w i s t e d  l u x u r y  
o f  r a c i s m  a n d  h o m o p h o b ia . I t ' d  
b e  d i f f e r e n t  i f  we h a d  t im e  f o r  
k i d s  t o  be  c a s u a l t i e s  w h i l e  men 
a n d  women m ake w ar i n s t e a d  o f  

l o v e .
R ut we d o n ' t .  We p r o b a b l y  

n e v e r  d i d  h a v e  a n d  c e r t a i n l y  n e ­
v e r  w i l l  a g a i n .

C o d e p e n d e n ts  s n i v e l  a b o u t  n o t  
b e in g  l o v e d .  I n t e r d e p e n d e n t s  
l o v e .  In  a r e l a t i v i s t i c  u n i v e r s e ,  
t h e r e ' s  n o t h i n g  t r i c k y  a b o u t  t h e  
G o ld e n  R u le .  We g e t  w h a t we g i v e  
w h e th e r  we b e l i e v e  in  m a g ic  o r  

not.
W ant t o  c h a n g e  t h e  w o r ld ?
I f  you  s e e  so m eb o d y  w h o 's  h u n ­

g r y ,  m ake th em  a s a n d w ic h .  I f  you  
s e e  so m e o n e  c r y i n g ,  g i v e  th em  a 
h u g .  I f  s o m e o n e 's  b r o k e ,  g i v e  them  
a b u c k .  S m ile  a t  s t r a n g e r s ,  e s ­
p e c i a l l y  i f  t h e i r  s k i n  i s  a d i f f e r ­

e n t  c o l o r .  Be <3 f r i e n d  t o  y o u r  

l o v e r .  Re an  a d u l t  t o  a  k i d .
A nd, n e x t  t im e  a n y b o d y  t e l l s  

you  i t ' s  a d o g  e a t  d o g  w o r ld  w h e re  
n i c e  g u y s  n o t  o n l y  f i n i s h  l a s t  b u t  
g e t  e a t e n ,  l i c k  t h e i r  f a c e  u n t i l  
t h e y  g i g g l e .

t r that, w e 'v e  g o t  t i m e .

P e a r  U n c le  M ik e ,

I f e e l  s i l l v  a s k in g  f o r  a d ­
v i c e ,  b u t  I 'm  h a v in g  a r e a l  p r o b ­
lem  w i t h  my h u s b a n d 's  m o th e r .
W e 'v e  h a d  a g o o d  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
u n t i l  now b u t ,  s i n c e  my s o n  D y la n  
t u r n e d  f i v e ,  t h i n g s  h a v e  g o n e  t o  
h e l l .  F o r  h i s  b i r t h d a y ,  D y la n  g o t  
a k i d d i e  h a r n e s s  from  a g i r l  f i e n d  

o f  m in e .  He lo o k s  c u t e  a s  a bug  
in  i t .  a n d  i t ’ s a g r e a t  h e lp  when 
I go  s h o p p in g .  A l i c e ,  my m o th e r -  
i n - l a w ,  h a s  a l l  b u t  s t o p p e d  s p e a k ­

i n g .  She s a y s  o n ly  d o g s  h a v e  
l e a s h e s .  I s a v  s h e ' s  o u t  o f  t o u c h .  
W hat d o  you  t h i n k ?

Tina in Newport

D e a r T in a ,

U n c le  M ike t h i n k s  you  n e e d  p r o ­
f e s s i o n a l  h e l p .  I f ,  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  
f i v e ,  y o u r  so n  n e e d s  t o  be l e a s h e d ,  

you  m ig h t  t h i n k  a b o u t  p u t t i n q  e i ­
t h e r  h im  o r  you  t o  s l e e p .

U n c le  M ike f i n d s  i t  c h i l l i n g l y  

c u r i o u s  t h a t  y o u r  h u s b a n d ,  o l d  
w h a t 's  h i s  nam e, d o e s n ' t  f i g u r e  
i n t o  t h e  d e b a t e .  So you  an d  A l i c e  
a r e  d u k in g  i t  o u t  t o  s e e  i f  y o u r  

a p p r e n t i c e  m a n 's  f i r s t  m e m o rie s  
i n v o l v e  b e in g  le d  a ro u n d  on  a l e a s h  

by t h e  woman h e  t r u s t s .
I f  y o u ' r e  w o r r i e d  a b o u t  y o u r  

child straying at the mall. Uncle 
M ike s u g g e s t s  you  h o ld  h i s  h a n d .
O r t e a c h  h im  t o  come when you  
w h i s t l e .

D e a r  U n c le  T w it ,

In  l a s t  m o n th 's  U p p er L e f t ,  you  

m ade a b i g  d e a l  a b o u t  n o t  o w n in g  
a c a r .  W hat d o e s  t h i a  m ake y o u , 
h o l y ?  You e c o c r e e p s  m ake me p u k e .

M arv in  T a f t

f e e l i n g  w e l l ,  
you  a s t o r y  
H e i s e n b e r g ,

D e a r M arv ,

S o r r y  y o u ' r e  n o t  
L e t U n c le  M ike t e l l  

o n c e  t o l d  t o  W e rn e r  
t h e  p h y s i c i s t .

A w e s t e r n e r ,  t o u r i n g  t h e  O r i e n t ,  
co m es u p o n  an  o l d  B u d d h i s t  p e a s a n t  
t o i l i n g  in  h i s  f i e l d s .  A m used, 
t h e  t o u r i s t  a s k s  t h e  ru b e  i f ,  h eh  
h e h ,  h e ' s  n e v e r  h e a r d  o f  m a c h in e s .

" I  h a v e  h e a r d  my t e a c h e r  s a y , "  
t h e  o l d  man a n s w e r e d ,  " t h a t  w h o e v e r  
u s e s  m a c h in e s  d o e s  a l l  h i s  w ork 
l i k e  a m a c h in e .  He who d o e s  h i s  
w ork l i k e  a m a c h in e  g ro w s  a h e a r t  
l i k e  a m a c h in e ,  an d  h e  who c a r r i e s  
a h e a r t  o f  a m a c h in e  in  h i s  b r e a s t  
l o s e s  h i s  s i m p l i c i t y .  He who l o s e s  
h i s  s i m p l i c i t y  b eco m e s  u n s u r e  in  
t h e  s t r i v i n g s  o f  h i s  s o u l .  U n c e r ­
t a i n t y  i n  t h e  s t r i v i n g s  o f  t h e  s o u l  
i s  s o m e th in g  w h ic h  d o e s  n o t  a g r e e  
w i t h  h o n e s t  s e n s e .  I t  i s  n o t  t h a t  
I d o  n o t  know o f  s u c h  t h i n g s ;  I 
am a sh a m e d  t o  u s e  th e m ."

As f o r  h o l i n e s s .  U n c le  M ike p r e ­
f e r s  h o l l o w n e s s .  He d o e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  

l o v e  t o  w a lk .

D ear U n c le  M ike,

My g i r l f r i e n d  a n d  I j u s t  m oved 

in  t o g e t h e r  an d  w an t t o  g e t  a p e t .  
C a t s  a n d  d o g s  a r e  a l i t t l e  common 
a n d  w e 'r e  a n y t h i n g  b u t .  We t h i n k  
i t  w o u ld  be  way c o o l  t o  g e t  so m e ­
t h i n g  d i f f e r e n t .  W e 'v e  d e c i d e d  on  
a  s n a k e .  My q u e s t i o n  i s  t h i s :  i f  
we got something exotic a n d  p o i s o n ­
o u s ,  c o u ld  we t r a i n  i t  n o t  t o  b i t e ?

K y le  a n d  C h r i s s y  

B e a v e r to n

D e a r  I d i o t s ,

l i s t e n  t o  U n c le  M ike v e r y  c a r e ­
f u l l y .  You a r e  a b o u t  t o  m ake t h e  
b i g g e s t ,  an d  p e r h a p s  l a s t ,  m is t a k e  
o f  y o u r  l i f e .

H e r p o p h l l e a  (a  d i a g n o s t i c  te rm  
to»  a n y o n e  s i c k  e n o u g h  t o  l i v e  w i th  

a s n a k e )  w i l l  t e l l  you  t h e s e  n i g h t -  
m a te s  o f  t h e  w i ld  k ingdom  a r e  s m a r t  

a s  w h ip s  a n d  f r i e n d l y  t o  a f a u l t .
To t h e  e v e n  n e a r l y  n o r m a l ,  t h e s e  

a r e  n o t  s e l l i n g  p o i n t s .
I f  you  d e c i d e  to  go  t h r o u g h  w i th  

t h i s  m a d n e s s ,  d o n ' t  j l a n  on  e n t e r ­
t a i n i n g .  O r , i f  y o u r  s n a k e  i s  a 
l a r g e  c o n s t r i c t o r  o r  a p i t  v i p e r  
o f  an y  s i z e ,  t o  s l e e p .

O ld  s n a k e  h a n d s ,  an d  t h e r e  a r e n ' t  
t h a t  m any, a g r e e  on t h i s :  t h e  t r i c k  
w i th  s e r p e n t s  i s  t o  r e l e n t l e s s l y  
o v e r f e e d  them  an d  n e v e r  p u t  down 
y o u r  m a c h e te .

W h a te v e r  you  d o , d o n ' t  l e t  y o u r  
s n a k e  l u l l  you i n t o  a f a l s e  s e n s e  
o f  i n t e r s p e c i e s  b o n d in g .  R e g a r d ­
l e s s  ftow f r i e n d l y  y o u r  p u f f  a d d e r  
s e e m s , when p u s h  com e» t o  s h o v e  
( a n d  i t  w i l l ) ,  t i l i n g s  t u r n  u g ly  

v e r y  f a s t . .
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