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Everybody Eats, Nobody Hits, 
o,x,«„ Then We Talk
Plate Theory

This w eek (in geo log ica l term s) 
we find ou rse lves w h irling  ove r the 
surface of a ball of hot rock on plates of 
co lder rock W here  the edges of the 
p la tes meet, a g reat dea l of bum ping 
and scootch ing (sc ien tific  te rm ino logy) 
tends to go  on, w h ich  m akes the p la tes 
rattle Songw riter M ichae l Hurley, who 
was perform ing in San F ranc isco  in fall 
of 1989. likened a m ajor quake  to "be ing 
a kid, and it's like the first tim e your old 
man hits you “ This is a rem arkab le  
s im ile, suggesting  than  the very fo u n d a ­
tions of life canno t be trusted , and that 
the rea liza tion is abrupt

Som e of us, in our spin over the 
ball of rock, have life served to us on 
s ilver p la tes It usua lly  looks great, and 
a lthough it is o ften bland, we are to ld  it 
is very, very, very good

O thers have no plates at all and 
it’s just as well, for they rare ly have 
anyth ing  to put on them , nor anyp lace to 
keep them .

P roducing and m arke ting  p ieces 
of s ilver p la te life occup ies  m uch of the 
energy in th is cu ltu re  The rem a inder, 
w ith a few  excep tions, is a llo tted  to pills, 
per ,ood, laundry de te rgen t, and expe n ­
sive m ilitary hardw are

O ne theory has it that a lthough 
m ost fo lks are busy buying facim ihes of 
p ieces of s ilver p la tte r life, the sheer 
num ber of those w ith  noth ing on the ir 
p la tes can create  an im ba lance  In a 
tim e when all are constan tly  rem inded of 
the gap betw een the s ilver p la te and 
em pty p late rea lities, th is  is even m ore 
likely Such an im ba lance  causes the 
silver p la tes to w obb le  and spill.

The inequ ities in ou r cu ltu re  are 
acknow leged  by m ost of us The nghts 
to life, liberty , and the pursu it of happ i­
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ness are lim ited, especia lly for w om en, 
and for all w hose  skin is not pink 
These nghts are lim ited when they 
in terfere  w ith econom ic grow th.

Som e raise the ir voices in o u t­
rage at in justice , at lack of opportun ity  
in housing, education, and em ploym ent, 
or at lack or genu ine  representation m 
governm ent These may be thought of 
as sym ptom s

It m ay be overs im plifica tion  to 
want a society where everyone eats, no 
one hits, and there is enough of e ve ry ­
th ing for the kids and the old folks, but 
we m ight be m ore concerned  with the 
needs of the living than with the p ro tec ­
tion of cap ita l Perhaps, now, pruning 
and re f in e m e n t are m ore im portan t than 
unh indered  grow th  to g ive us all a 
garden we can live in happily
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B um ping

J .  B o o  l e y

T h e  o< e a n  t i n n e d  b l . u  k

T h e n  g r e e n  t h e n  b l u e  t h e n  b u c k

A b o y  o f  n l t i e

l a y  c o u n t i n g  a  h a n d f u l

T r i l l i o n s  o f  g r a i n s  o f  s a n d

One

T w o  T h i e e  I o  u i

W i th  e a i  h p o u  t i n g  i t  <>m h i s

d e  I  11 a  t e  f i n g e r s

We w a l k e d W l t h i n a fe w

01 e  a  i h o  t h e t

W e  w a l k e d w i t h i n a  ! e  w

L i s t e n i n g t o t h e w in d

f e e t

f e e t  o f  

s a n d p a  p< r

h i m

on r p a r s

a n d  s p r e a d  a p a r t  

a n d  s p r e a d  t o g e t h e r

We w a lk  e  d t  o  g e  t h e r  

We w a l k e d  t o g e t h e r  

R e n e n b e r  b u m p in g  ’

Onee more false hope rises, as 
the Cubs through no fault o f 
their own, move up in the 
standings. June is dangerous 
tunc to place your bets.
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