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“TRUTH BEARS THE TORCH IN THE

ABOUT THE HOLY BIBLE,

Sixty-one Reasons for Doubting.

NINTH SUND

IFTY-FIRST., Can we blame
the iHebrews for getting tired
of their God? Never was a
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burned, deceived, humiliated, rol
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Never was the re

Never

did the meanest king so meddle,

bed and out raged.

s0 little libertv AMmMong men.

eavesdrop, spy out, harass, torment
Never

was ruler so jealous, unreasonable,
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contemptible, exacting and ignorant
Never

was such ceremony, such mummery,

as lhi-‘(;ua] of the .ll‘\\.—-.
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bullocks, }_I(Hi!.‘,

such stuff’ about

doves, red heifers, lambs, and un-

leavened dough-—never was such
directions about kidneys and hlood,
ashe< and fat, about curtains, tongs,

rithands and hraseg
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animals and men and the sprin-
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never such details for

kling of blood and the cutting of

clothes. Never were such unjust
laws, such punishments, such damn-
ed ignorance and infaroy!
Firry-secoNp. Is it not wonder-
ful that the creator of all worlds,
infinite in power and wisdom,could
not hold his own against the, gods
of wood and stone? Isitnot strange
that after he had appeared to his
chogen people, delivered them from
slavery, fed them by miracles, open-
ed the sea for a path, led them by
cloud and fire, and overthrown
their pursuers, they still preferred a
calf of their own making? Is it
not beyond belief that this God, by
statutes and 1'um|n;1mlllln:.lﬁ, I;}'
punishments and penalties, by re-

wards and promises, by wonders

1

and plagues, by earthquakes and
pestilence, could not in the |east
civilize the Jews—could not get
them beyond a point where they de-

What

think of a God who gave his entire

served killing? shall we

time for fnrl_\‘ years to the work ol
converting three millions of people,
and succeeded in getting only two
men, and not a single woman, de-
cent enough to enter the promised
land? Was there ever in the his-
tory of man so detestjble an admin-
istration of public affairs? Is it
possible that God sold his children
to the king of Mesopotamia; that he
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®#These 61 reasons from Ingersoll are now "
id of the N. Y. Truth Seeker and 1n Vi ] |
f the Dresden Edition I hey were written 11
==, but not published till after his deat We
will print them 1n parte—each part reads as a
vhole. We do this because until the people are
A 1pated from the Catholie ( ireh, the Prot-
estant H ble, and the belief 1n ‘‘the & 1per: atar
al,”” there 1s no hope for this world.—ED. ToRCH.
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welfare of sentient being; it
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vidual counts for something: it
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dependence; it means that the

that we know not of,

icai hatreds,
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gavior of mankind,

Secularism is a religion
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give, and never need.”
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SECULARISM.

f hbumanity; it embraces the affairs

s interested 1n everything that touches the

ticular planet on which we happe

l_

those who bear the burdens shal
who fill the purse shall hold the strings
logical oppression, against ecclesiastical tyranny, against being the
serf, subject, or slave of any phantom, or of the priest of any phan
tom. It is a protest against wasting this life for the sake of one
[t proposes to let the
selves. It is another name for common sense; that is to say, the
adaptation of means to such ends as are desired and understood.
Secularism believes in building a home here, in this world.
to individual effort, to energy, to intelligence, to observation and
experience, rather than to the unknown and supernatural, It de
sires to be bappy on this side the grave.

Secularism means food and fireside, roof and raiment, reason-
able work and reasonable leisure, the cultivation of the tastes. the
acquisition of knowledge, the enjoyment of the arts,and it promises
for the human race comfort, independence, intellicence, and above
all, liberty. 1t means the abolition of sectarian feuds, of theolog
It means the cultivation of friendship and intellectua!l
hospitality., It means living for ourselves and each other:
present instead of the past; for this world rather than for another.
It means the right to express your thought in .*-!Jilt' of popes, and
It means that impudent idleness shall no longer
live upon the labor of honest men.
business of those who trade in fear

1t proposes to give serenity :II:'l sontent to the human soul. It
will put out the fires of eternai pain.
violence and vice, with ignorance, poverty and disease. It lives for
the ever-present To-pAY, and the ever-changing TO-MORROW.
not believe in praying and receiving, but in earning and deserving.
It regards work as worship, labor as prayer, and wisdom as the
It savs to every human being: “Take care of
yourself, so that youn may be able to help others; adorn your life
with the gems called good deeds;
light called friendship and love.”
a religion that is understood.
no mysteries, no mummeries, no priests, no ceremonies, no false
hoods, no miracles, and no persecutions.
the field, and takes thoucht for
world: “Work, that yon may eat, drink and be clothed; work, that
you may enjoy; work, that you may not want; work, that you may

SEARCH FOR TRUTH.”— Lucre
Y. NOVEM ! ? \! 2 (1

advocates attention to the par
to live; it means that each indi
a declaration of intellectual in-
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W is superior to the pulpit, that
have the profits, and that those

[t is a protest against theo

gods take care of them

It trusts

for the

It means the destruction of the

[t is striving to do away with

It does

illumine your path with the sun-
It has

it considers the lilies of

the morrow, It says to the whole
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sold them to Jabin,king of Canaan,
to the Philistines, and to the child-
ren of Ammon? Is it prn-‘r-i'lj:l‘ that
an angel of the Lord devoured un-
leavened cakes and broth with fire
that came out of the end of a stick
as he sat under an oak tree? (Judges
vi, 21). Can it be true that God
made known his will by making
dew fall on wool without wetting
the ground around it? (Judges vi,

o you l'v‘.'t‘l;\ believe that

men who lap water like a dog mak:
the best soldiers? (Judges vii, 7
Do you think a man could hold a
lamp in his left bhand, a trumpet
in hig right hand, blow his trumpet,
shout “the sword of the Lord and
of Gideon,” and break pitchers at
the same time? (Judges vi, 20
Firry-tHiRD. Read the story of
Jephthah and his daughbter, and
then tell me what you think of a
father who

would sacrifice his

daughter to God, and what you
think of a God who would receive
such a sacrifice. This one story
should be enough to make every
tender and loving father hold this
book in utter abhorrence. Is it
necessary, in order to be sa ved, that
one must believe that an angel of
(God appeared unto Manoah in the
absence of her hushand: that this
angel afterward went up in a flame
of fire; that as a result of this visit
a child was born whose strength
was in his hair? a child that made
beehives of lions, incendiaries of
foxes, and bhad a wife that wept
seven daye to get the answer to his
riddle? Will the

abide forever upon a man for doubt-

wrath of God

ing the story that Samson killed a
thousand men with a new jawbone?
[s there enough in the Bible to save
a soul with this story left out?

To be Continued,

REASON.
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SOCI101.0GY —

Tribal Society—Endogamous Metronymic
Hordes.

BY F. H. GIDDINGS, PROFESSOR OF sOCI-
OLOGY IN COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY.

From “Elements of Sociology.”

£ have no means of know-

ing how long ago bands

of human beings first de-
veloped into true tribal organiza-
tiong. Yet, while the actual time
that has elapsed since the forms of
social organization began to appear
among mankiod will probably never
be measured, we can determine with
a close approach to accuracy the
successive stages through which
organization has passed in its evo-

lution. In this respect the study
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iistory of society is not un-
like the study of geology, in which
' the measurement of time periods is
'all but impossible, while the order
in which the successive rock forma-
tions and the successive living spe-
|cies appeared, is known with prac-
tical certainty,

' This knowledge is obtained from
|two sources. One is a study of
' words and usages which, in existing
| social organization, are evidently
'survivals from an earlier time. The
‘other is a study of the relations of
existing social forms to one another.
It enables us to discover which are
later
modes of social co-operation, To

| the earlier and which the

pursue the details of such studies,
'the student must acquaint himself
folk-lore,

philology, arch@&ology and ethnol-

with the researches of
ogy. Without attempting here to
enumerate the detailed evidences
upon whick they rest, we will, in
this chapter, merely summarize the
'more important conclusions that
' have been drawn., by competent in-
vestigators from materials of vari-
ous kinds in regard to the order in
which the chief steps in the evolu-
tion of tribal society probably oc-
curred,

Twe Earviesr Horpes.—Long be-
fore there where any true clans or
tribes in human populations, the
prevailing social organization was
probably a mere horde in which
family relations were irregular and
unstable, in which descent was trac-
ed through mothers only, and in
which the mating of men and wo-
men, seldom the result ofany inter-
mingling of the members of one
group with those of another, was
practically wholly within the group
itself, which could therefore be de-
scribed as endogamous. It must be
remembered, however, that strictly
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