
T H E  T O R C H  O F R EA SO N , S IL V E R T O N , O R EG O N , M ARCH 13, E. M. 302 (1 9 0 2 .)

com e less or v an ish  a lto g e th er if 
the  referendum  were im pending. 
7 'he m an who gives his check for 
one h u n d red  th o u san d  d o lla rs  in 
o rder to get a hill th rough  a law ­
m ak ing  assem bly  ra il ohviou-iy  not 
re ly  upon the popu lar su p p o rt for it. 
T he p resum ption  is against a h i l l  of 
th a t ch a ra c te r, and  if th e  single 
fact of the costliness of it were to 
become know n or suspected, the 
chances th a t the referendum  would 
he applied to it and  th a t the hill 
would he defeated would he very 
great. Large ex p en d itu res  are rash 
and  u n b u sin esslik e  ex p en d itu res  
w here leg isla tion  is pased under 
the sc ru tin y  of the people and  is 
liab le  to he revised by them .

Of course, all leg isla tion  can in 
some way he revised, ami if neces­
sary  reversed by the p o p u la r vote, 
and  th a t, too, w ithou t any  change 
in our co n s titu tio n a l forms. If co r­
ru p t m easures are  passed, can we 
not tu rn  ou t those p a r tic u la r  ras­
cals who enact them  and  put in 
o th e rs?  The troub les connected 
w ith th a t  policy are num erous and 
serious. If the new men whom we 
p u t in are  ad h e re n ts  of an o th e r 
po litica l m ach ine , henchm en of a n ­
o th e r boss, the practical gain m ay 
be sm all and  tra n s ie n t. A change 
of parties  m ay do the one th in g  th a t  
we a re  d e te rm in ed  to have done, 
since it m ay reverse one p a r tic u la r  
m easure , but it will leave the  held 
open for o ther m easures, m an y  of 
w hich  m ay be as corrup t as th e  one 
th a t  we suffered from before.

‘‘M easures, not m en,” used to he 
the  popu lar po litica l cry . some 
y e a rs  ago we grew tired  of it, and  
w ere even inclined to su b stitu te  the 
opposite  cry , “ Men and not m eas­
u re s .” W e found th a t  accepting u n ­
w orthy  m en in order to secure the 
adop tion  of our general lineo f policy 
was often in the end a losing bar- 
gain , for it involved accepting  a 
m u ltitu d e  of more detailed  e n a c t­
m en ts  w hich these un w o rth y  men 
were sure to give us. T he worst of 
it was th a t, w hichever cry we a d o p t­
ed, we adhered  to th e  system  w hich 
m erged in one th e  choice of men 
an d  th e  d ic ta tion  of m easures. We 
could  not do the two th in g s  sep a­
ra te ly  and  therefore we could not 
do e ith er in any  sa tisfac to ry  way. 
W e c a n n o t now. D ictating  m easures 
in an d  by the act of choosing men 
is a hopelessly clum sy w av of gov­
e rn in g  ourselves. U ltim a te ly , we 
m u st have more power th a n  we now 
h av e  to choose m en; bu t we m ust 
c e r ta in ly  have, in th e  near fu tu re , 
very  m uch m ore power to con tro l 
m easures.

In  two years, if the  L eg is la tu re  of 
New Y ork  takes no action  on th e  
excise q uestion , the  people of New 
Y ork  C ity  will, in th e ir  p resen t 
c lum sy  way, app ly  the referendum  
to  th a t  issue. T he election of 1903 
will become to a considerab le  ex te n t 
an ap p ea l to th e  people concern ing  
th e  policy to be ad o p ted  in refer­
ence to saloons. C an they  decide

th a t q uestion  on its m erits?  If 
they w ant one resu lt they  will have 
to accept w ith it the  go v ern m en t of 
th e  city  by T am m an y , w ith every ­
th in g  which th a t  m eans, if they  w an t 
the o th e r resu lt, they  will have to 
accept w ith i t  governm ent by those 
who are called th e  fusiom sts. 
W ould it not be well to separa te , in 
th is  in stance , the  discussion of the 
m easure from th e  election of the 
p a rty  th a t is to ru le?

Is it well to s ta n d  where the ad o p ­
tion of a course of action  th a t the 
people really  w ant would have to 
m ean a re tu rn  to T am m an y ?  T his 
is only one s tr ik in g  instance of the 
evil th a t com es from d ic ta tin g  
m easures in and by the act of 
choosing men. W ith  the in s titu tio n  
of the referendum  in w orking o rder 
we could first d e term ine  w hat p o l­
icy we will ad o p t in regard  to s a ­
loons, and  then  we could select the 
men to whom we wish to in tru s t 
th e  general in te rests  of th e  city.

It is d iscourag ing  enough to try  
to purify  A m erican  politics. I t  
m eans e te rn a l vigilance, hut also  
m eans e ternal work ag a in st unnec­
essary  d ifficulties. We could re­
move m any inducem en ts to c o r ru p ­
tion if we chose to do it. We could 
pu t the bosses w here they  could 
not receivp large pay for po litical 
“ goods” because they  could not 
prom ise, w ith any  confidence, to 
deliver them . We could pu t the 
people w here they could detect the 
ro ttenness of such com pacts, and in 
a g la rin g  case would he su re  to d e ­
feat them . W e couid m ake it pos­
sible for voters to have th e ir 
way in con tro ling  m easures of 
governm ent w ithou t being forced, 
w henever they prescribed  a m eas­
ure th ro u g h  the  m edium  of an  a c t­
ual election , to accept w ith  it men 
and  rings th a t they  do not w ant in 
general contro l of the  S ta te .

Gf course th e re  are objections to 
the re ferendum . I t w ould involve 
a little  labor on th e  p a rt of the  
people an d  would cost som ething . 
T h a t objection coun ts for so nearly  
n il  th a t it is scarcely w orth  sta ting . 
T he people will never purify  p o liti­
cal life, and  to the ex ten t to which 
th is  would do it, a t an y  such tr if l­
ing cost as th is would en ta il.

“ The referendum  would not be 
used freq u en tly .” As if th a t  were 
an a rg u m e n t ag a in st it! A po ten ­
tia l referendum  costs no th ing  an d  
is often as good as an ac tual one. 
T he fact th a t the people can  reverse 
an ob jectionab le  m easure often fore­
s ta lls  an d  p reven ts  it, an d  the pop­
u la r  vote is then  unnecessary . In 
a way we m ay say  th a t  the refer­
end u m  w orks m ost effectively w hen, 
as far as the ac tu a l voting goes, it 
does not work a t  a ll. The mere 
power of the people to vote on an 
im pend ing  bad m easure works p re­
ven tively , an d  th e  p rev en tio n , in 
th a t  case forestalls the vote. In  
cases in w hich it is necessary to re­
sort to it the  vo ting  works cura- 
tive ly , but the  fact th a t  it is not

necessary often to resort to it is a ta in te d  by co rru p tio n  w ould not 
chief reason for favoring  the  system , necessarily  c a rry  w ith it the  con-

“ You can never get a full vote in dem n atio n  of the  m en who execut- 
ap p ly in g  th e  referendum .” In th e  ed it. Not less diguified  an d  m uch 
m a jo rity  of cases you cannot. In  m ore secure th a n  it now is would 
some im p o rta n t case you can . T he be th e  position of a leg isla to r in a 
ca-es in w hich you do not draw  out S ta te  h av ing  the referendum , 
a iu ii vote a re  those in w  ich m any T he problem  is not w hether we 
persons have no decided opin- sh a ll or sh a ll not d ic ta te  m easures, 
ions and  wishes. I hose who \ \ ’e a re  try in g  to  do th a t  in a c lum sy  
have op in ions and wishes th a t  way, which m akes politics c o rru p t 
are w orth expressing  represen t, on a n d  causes policies to reflect very 
such an issue the real p o p u la r im perfectly  our a c tu a l w ill. W e can 
choice. T hey  are probably  m en do it in a m ore efficient way, and  in 
who know m ore abou t the m eas- the process we can purify  aud  ele- 
ures an d  about the  way in vate our poliical life. T he g rea tes t 
w hich they would affect th e  well- “ evils of d em o cracy ” com e by a 
being of the public . The vote de- th w a rtin g  of th e  will of th e  people, 
cided by such men is far from he- an d  therefo re  th e  re fo rm ato ry  sp ir it 
ing w orth less, since it m ay reg ister shou ld  m ake com m on cause  w ith 
the only decision th a t can have th e  th e  p resen t p o p u la r  tendency . H un- 
popu lar will behind it. Very im- est politics an d  real self-govern- 
p o rtan t in th is connection  are  two m en t go together, and  p ro sp erity  
facts— nam ely , first, th a t an y  con- goes w ith  th em .— [T he In d e p en d e n t, 
spicuously  had m easure would d raw  ---------------------
out a full v o te ; and , secondly, th a t  “ B e g in n e r ’s ”  H alf T ru th .
it would be hazardous for any  corp- ----------
o ration  to pay  m uch to a boss, in E ditor T orch of R eason: 
order to secure th e  en ac tm en t of a “ B eg in n er” te lls the  tru th  as far 
hill, if it were a fte rw ard  to take  its aH gOes bu t fails to give the  whole 
chance on the  issue of a vote in g tory. I am  ready  to confirm  all 
which even a m in o rity  of in te llig en t says regard ing  th e  p roductive  
citizens shou ld  take  a p a rt. power of the m illio n a ire ’s in v en tiv e

I here is d an g er th a t  we m ay sac- Hnd execu tive  ab ility . T he u n p re- 
rifice som eth ing  of the  essence of j u d iCed S ocia list m ay endorse w h at 
dem ocracy in order to save one of F  M H o lla n d  says in th e  sam e 
the nam es by which we are accus- i ¡¡ne .
tom ed to  ca ll it. • ,, ,“Suppose a sculptor sends a model 

\\  e have long been prom  of the a at atu te  to a foundry, where it is 
e x te n t to w hich we have developed ca8t  iuto bronze. It tu rn s out to be 
the “ re p re se n ta tiv e ” princip le . We such a marvel of beauty tha t he sells it 
early  discovered difficulties in the  f°r 310,000. W ould the workmen in
way of d irect self-governm ent by a the foundry have a right to say to him:

‘We want our share of th a t money. It 
popu lous n a tio n , and h it upon t i e  j8 the fru it of labor, aud we have each 
p lan of selecting a few men to of U8 worked much harder at the job 
do th e  govern ing , p resum ab ly  as than you did !’ The sculptor might
we would like to have them , very verV properly ’reply: ‘You have had

■ , . , • i , your wages already. You worked noe a rlv  we began to assert the rig h t ; ,• . harder ou my model than on the one
to prescribe what they should <1» wbich you cast ju s t before. T hat sta tue
after th e ir  election, and  now we f8 worth only the metal in it. I t took
know  th a t we m ust do th a t a t every quite as much muscle to model and
step  if self-governm ent is to be a cast it as my sta tue did. The price 1
e . r,,, . .......  . . got is the wages for the brains I usedfact. 1 he rep resen ta tives m ust act- ” . , „  • .in the work. Suppose, again, tha t
□ ally  rep resen t, and  we m ust con- these workmen leave the studio of the 
tin u a lly  m ake them  do it. In  real- a rtis t, go to the office of the proprietor 
itv , we rescue the rep resen ta tiv e  of the foundry aud say to him: ‘You 
p rin c ip le  w hen we m ake them  do it. got more money from the man who
A la rge  m easure of d ic ta tio n  by the made tha t model ,han yo"  paid to  us 

, . . , ,, We want our full share.’ He mightpeople m akes it possible to allow  .rr, . . . .  .t K y answer: ‘The man th a t ran th is fouu-
the o rig inal tra in ing  of laws to he dry before I bought it paid you less than 
done by a few men, an d  if these I do per man, aud made you work ju st 
men are  com pelled to be tru e  serv- hard. He managed so badly that he
a n ts  of those who elect them , th e  had to 96,1 o,lt at 8 ,O9S- 1 know how 

. . , to tu rn  out better castings at less ex­system  is successful. . . , , us itJ peuse for m etal aud machinery, aud 1
A very  s trik in g  fact is th a t on don’t lose by bad debts as he did. I 

m ajor questions affecting the public  make more money than he, but it is
w elfare the referendum  ac tu a lly  al- not because you are paid less or work-
. i • i < . .. • ed harder. The foundry is more valu-ows legislators to use the ir own , , .. . , . . .able than it was before, but it s be-
ju d g m en t to an  ex ten t to which th ey  caU8e i know how to run it. The out- 
scarcely  d are  to use it now, T hey put is worth more than it ever was,
now legislate “ with the ear to the and 1 have a right to all I earn by
g ro u n d ,” lest iu revising th e ir action  making it so. If I could not make my

■ „ „ , . , capital and skill pay in th is country Iby the  p resen t clum sy m ethod the . , , 4 1 \  'J , T should take them  to Europe.’ The
people tu rn  them  out. If a g rea t mall who could honestly speak thus, 
m easure were destined  to be acted and who has the skill to run a factory, 
on by the people w ithout danger to or railroad, or any other great enter-
th e ir  rep resen ta tives these men PrDe a profit, w ithout wronging

i i  u.. i .i either his workmen or his custom ers,would be better able to m ake the . . , 4 4 ,  . IT. , . . . , . , has a right to  be a millionaire. He is
prelim inary decision in an unbiased  uot the enemy of his coun try , but 8 

j way. 1 be defeat of a m easure not 1 public benefactor. He is keeping goods


