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the Jews how he might kill ‘‘Jesus” 
The valley of “ H innom ,” which 
never contains water as does the 
Valley of Kedrou, separates the 
Mount from the Hill of Zion. This 
sloping depression, called Ben H in ­
nom (Josh, xv, 18), brings before 
us a m ental picture that pales 
to insignificance the atrocious 
crimes of Nero’e Coliseum— this is, 
the horrible blood-soaked H ell of 
sacrificed innocents destroyed by a 
race of sin-polluted, foul, soul-de­
praved brigands, from whom the 
Anglo-Saxon race choose to accept 
“good tidings of great jo y .” Here 
thousands of helpless little children 
were cruelly tortured and slaugh­
tered as a sacrifice to the idol Mo­
loch (ii Kings xxiii, 10; Jer. vii, 31 
and xix, 6, 11, 12, 13), and here 
their bodies, so insanely and horri­
bly destroyed, would lie festering 
and decaying beneath the scorching 
rays of a Palestine sun, until some 
measure of relief was demanded 
from the stench of such putrefac­
tion. F ike was the only remedy 
at hand, and for days at a time the 
stifling fumes arising from such an 
accum ulation of lifeless bodies was 
not an incensa of sweet savor to the 
nostrils of the savage beasts of J e ­
rusalem. We are told in holy(?) 
writ that even at a very la te  period 
this valley was an object of great 
detestation to the Jews, whence the 
word “G ehenna,” used in the New 
Testam ent, a contraction of “Ge­
hinnoin,” signifying Hell, among 
both Jews and Moslems.

Tl»e lower part of the Valley of 
Kidron is at the present time called 
“ Wadi en-N ar” (valley of fire) in 
connection with those ancient idol­
atrous and atrocious crimes; and 
this most dam nable spot upon the 
ea rth ’s surface is the real origin of 
the orthodox H ell—a place, a home, 
which to speak of has been such a 
sweet morsel under the tongues of 
the pulpit orators for the last 2,1)00 
years. I t is a spot of recorded hu ­
man cruelty. To walk over it 
makes the face pale, the heart 
quake and the soul cry for ven­
geance if we are possessed of h u ­
mane feeling. But if the vast pop­
ulace of this 20th century, calling 
themselves the advanced races of 
evolution, desire such superstition, 
why shouldn’t they have it? A 
demand will find a supply, and why 
not a Hell to those who require it?

Ingersoll was always assailed 
with the theory tha t the ancient 
superstitions should not be destroy­
ed unless something equally “ac­
ceptable” to the masses could be 
given as a substitute. But what 
describable monster or monstrosity 
could take the place of the ortho­
dox Hell? Nothing. Isis vainly 
lifts the veil for oui enlightenm ent.

When Hell is gone all goes, for 
theology and nature have no sub­
stitute.

Passing by this Gehinnoin In ­
ferno we find ourselves on the high­
way to Bethlehem, and of that next 
time.
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in what m anner this Hell-dogma 
developed out of the prim itive fancy 
and idealism into the horrible real­
ism of ecclesiastic formulae. But it 
geems to me th a t even the Bible 
does not clearly and ind ispu ta­
bly sustain this repulsive doctrine, 
and it is not a difficult task to show 
that the vague passages on which 
theologians base the dogma cannot 
be as positively interpreted in their 
behalf as they would wish.

The word “ Hell” itself clearly re­
veals its pagan or natu ra l origin. 
O riginally it was in no sense a the­
ological term. It did not prim arily 
mean even the place of the dead. 
It meant merely a concealed or cov­
ered place. The word is derived 
from the Saxon word “ H elan” —to 
cover—signifying merely to conceal 
or cover. (McClintock and Strong's 
Cyclopedia of Biblical L iterature.) 
The word afterwards became per­
sonified in Hei— the ogress of the 
ogress of the abode of Loki. She 
was the proserpine of the Scandina­
vian mythology. It was from that
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1 am quoting very orthodox au­
thority. Hades is, therefore, not 
all Hell— in the exclusive, repre­
hensible, dam natory sense of the 
creed.

[To be C ontinued .)
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as the greatest of all themes in 
poetry and song?

Answer.— Love and Death. The 
same is true of the greatest music. 
In Tristan and Isolde is the great­
est music of love and death. In 
Shakespeare the greatest themes 
ate love and death. In all real 
poetry, in all real music, the domi­
nan t, the trium phant tone is love, 
and the minor, the sad refrain, the 
shadow, the background, the mys-
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mythology, as I have said, th a t t h e  I Q uestion.— W hat would be your 
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just starting  out in life?
Answer.—I would say to him :

“ Be true to your ideal. Cultivate 
your heart and brain. Follow the 
light of vour reason. Get all the 
happiness out of life tha t you possi­
bly can. Do not care for power, 
hut strive to he useful. F irst of

eral interpretation of hell is devel­
oped.

Now, the Bible em ploys three 
principal words which cover this 
subject, and which have constituted 
the storm -centers of theological dis­
cussion for ages. These words are:
Sheol, Hades, Gehenna. Sheol oc­
curs 65 times in the Old Testam ent. a ^» euPPort yourself so th a t you I
In  the A. V. it is represented 31! m«y ,,ot be a burde" to ° ‘bers- 
limes by “ grave” ; 31 times by “ hell’; ! If >ou are «““ eHeful, if you gam a 
3 times by “ pit”. Now, “ H ell,” re- H" r l’l,1B- ¡1 b>1' H>e good of others, 
presenting “Sheol” in the Old Test- Ow" yourself and live and die a 
ament 31 times, is in the New Test- r̂ee man. Make your 
am ent the translation of Hades and
Gehenna. “ Hades” in the New 
Testam ent is translated by “ H ell”

Make your home a 
heaven, love your wife and govern 
your children by kindness. Be 
good natured, cheerful, forgiving

II times. “ Gehenna” is translated | and generous. Find out the con- 
ditions of happiness, and then beby “ H ell” 12 times.

Now, let us see if we can get at
the exact meaning of these words. 
Fnless Hades and Gehenna can he 
shown to sustain the mediaeval in­
terpretation, of course the O ld-Test­
ament term Sheol will not count at 
all. If we can show th a t Hades

wise enough to live in accordance 
with them . Cultivate intellectual 
hospitality , express your honest 
thoughts, love your friends and be 
just to your enemies.”.—[From  the 
Dresden Edition, Vol. 8.
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