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m itted  to in d u s tr ia l life can afford 
to disregard. T he com pulsory  a r ­
b itra tio n  law did not sp ring  ou t of 
theory , and has not ended in theo ry . 
I t was the rem edy sought as a way 
of escape from practica l em b arra ss­
m ents of the most serious sort. J he 
s trik e  of 1 brought New ZeaLamL 
a- well as A u stra lia  w ith in  a day s 
journey  of a n a rc h y . This was fol­
lowed by ap p reh en sio n s of a big 
ra ilro ad  strike . To save New Zea­
la n d  from being ravaged by these 
in d u s tr ia l conflicts, more te rr ib le  
in th e ir  sum -to ta l of losses th an  a 
foreign war, th e  then  M inister of 
L abor, W illiam  Pem ber Reeves, 
who la te ly  cam e to A m erica  as the  
official rep resen ta tiv e  of liis govern ­
ment a t the C om m ercial Congress 
in P h ilad e lp h ia , began to study  
w h at had been accom plished by 
o ther n a tio n s in a rb itra tio n , and 
was forced to the conclusion th a t 
“ v o lu n ta iy  a rb itra tio n  is a sh a m .” 
He traced the developm ent of a rb i­
tra tio n  in all the lead ing  coun tries 
up  to th e  M assachusetts Board of 
C onciliation  and A rb itra tio n . This 
he found the  best of all am i lack ­
ing only one th in g  to m ake i t  com ­
pletely  successfu l—com pulsion.

New Z ealand  began where M ass­
ach u se tts  left off, and  has succeed­
ed where M assachusetts  failed, Mr. 
Reeves saw th a t  to he effective, a r ­
b itra tio n , like ta x a tio n , m ust be 
com pulsory , not th a t th e  m in o rity  
m igh t ru le  the m ajo rity , hut th a t 
it m igh t not. T im e and  tim e again  
in New Z ealand  the m a jo rity  of 
m asters and  men in trad e  had 
agreed to te rm s of se ttlem en t or 
m ethods of a rb itra tio n , som etim es 
afte r y ears  of n ego tia tion , on ly  to 
have  th e  whole s tru c tu re  of th e ir  
civilized efforts overth row n by an 
irreconcilab le  m in o rity  of com m er­
cial c u t- th ro a ts  determ ined  not to 
abate  one jo t or title  of th e ir priv i- 
lege of m urderous com petition .

T he theo ry  of the com pulsory  
a rb itra tio n  law is th a t  the  m ajo rity  
m ust rule. T here are  th re e  parties 
v ita lly  in te rested  in every in d u s tria l 
d isp u te : labor, cap ita l and  th e  s ta te . 
W hichever side the  s ta te  finds righ t 
is therefore in a m a jo rity .

The New Zealanders are not at 
all sensitive about the use of com­
pulsion. They are the most demo­
cratic people in the world, and they 
believe in whatever compulsion is 
necessary to prevent the minority 
from ruling. They see that com­
pulsion is only another name for 
law.

The principal points of the law 
are, first, procedure for voluntary  
arb itration , with no publicity and 
no investigation if the parties can 
thus settle their difficulties among 
themselves; but if they cannot, the 
law shows its other face. If their 
differences are irreconcilable by 
themselves the parties must arb i­
trate if either of them so elects; 
fight they shall not, if either wants 
arbitration. The compulsion of the 
law is threefold; compulsory pub­

lic ity , com pulso ry  reference to a d is ­
in te rested  p a rty , and  com pulsory  
obedience to the  law ’s aw ards. T he 
sta te  has no powers to in te rvene  in 
any  d ispu te , even for in q u iry , of its 
own m otion. Those concerned sue 
and are sued as in o th e r courts.

The em ployers, m ost of them , Bke.~ 
com pulsory  a rb itra tio n . It enab les 
them  to m ake th e ir business a r ­
ran g em en ts for m on ths or years 
ahead  w ith c e rta in ty , an d  w ithout 
the necessity of p u ttin g  “ strike  
c lauses” in th e ir  co n trac ts . It re­
lieves business of one of its most 
harassin g  an n o y an ces— the p erp e t­
ual friction with labor. A little  
easy inanceu vering w ith the men 
brings c u t- th ro a t com petitors be­
fore the co u rt and  pots them  under 
the  com pulsion  of law to pay the 
sam e wages and  give the sam e 
trea tm en t to th e ir  men as decent 
em ployers do.

T he w orking men like com pulsory  
a rb itra tio n . It ensures them  at all 
tim es and u n d er all c ircum stances 
a full and  fair hearin g  for the ir d e ­
m ands. W hen they  are resisting  a 
reduction  or d em an d in g  an increase 
of wages it enables them  to learn 
th e  facts of the s itu a tio n  and all of 
them . I t fixes the p ro d u ct of th e ir  
labor not by a false “ law of the  
m a rk e t” as in te rp re ted  by the greed 
or th e  w hip hand  of a m aster, hut 
by th e  tru e  “ law of the m a rk e t” 
never before ascerta in ab le . For 
th e  first tim e in c iv iliza tio n  th e  o r­
gan iza tion  of labor is no t m erely 
to le ra ted , hut given a p rem ium . The 
law fixes a liv ing  wage or a m in i­
m um  wage, and  yet allows the su ­
perio r m an all the ad v an tag e  his 
s tren g th  and  skill deserve. Again 
for th e  first tim e in h isto ry  the 
to iler has found a p lace where he 
m eets his em ployer on equal term s, 
w ith no tem p ta tio n  to cringe or to 
bully . Phis law p u ts  in the hands 
of the w orkm an an irresistib le  
m eans of s ta m p in g  out the m om ent 
it appears in an v  in d u s tria l centre 
the first tendency  to sw eat the w ork­
ing people.

An em ployer in any  p a rt of the 
co u n try  detected in an a ttem p t to 
cu t wages or worsen conditions can 
be called  before the court and  
s tra ig h ten e d  ou t, am i w hat m ight 
h av e  developed in to  a w idespread 
sp o lia tion , ru n n in g  from one com ­
petito r to a n o th e r , justified  by th is  
m erch an t because it had been ad o p t­
ed hv th a t  com petito r, is arrested  
a t the  very s ta r t .  T h e  sa tisfac tion  
of th e  w ork ing  m en is un iversal.

T he C om pulsory  A rb itra tio n  
C ourt of New Z ealand  has an aspect 
of even g rea te r im portance  th an  the 
in d u s tr ia l peace w hich is assured ly  
a very g reat aspect. In  th is a rb i­
tra tio n  court New Z ealand has 
achieved w hat the people of the 
w orld have been sigh ing  for for 
ce n tu rie s  —  cheap , uniform  and  
speedy justice. It po in ts the way 
to the  rea liza tio n  of the d ream s of 
quick and  true  justice for all, which 
is the  g rea test need and the dearest

hope of the  people of th e  w orld. 
And the C om pulsory A rbitration 
Court of New Zealand is a ligh t on 
a hill to those who are seeking a 
m eans of es tab lish ing  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
a rb itra tio n . The nations will get 
a rb itra tio n  o n ly  as the people of 
N ew  Z i i i a m l  g o t i t— by

W hen the n a tio n s m ade tip
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A Visit to the Real Old Thing.
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Few of the E u ro p e an s— Anglo- 
«•ompul- C elts or R o m an s— in the

presen t or in cen tu ries past, but 
thn ir m inds th a t  the d u t y  of arl.i- *>»ve had  th e ir  souls dw arfed and 
trail« !, sh a ll be m ated  w ith th e  sm othered , th e ir  m inds perverted

s io n .

right of a rb itra tio n , am i th a t as no 
nation  ough t to fight, no nation  
shall fight, an d  th a t as every na

and  clouded, and the ir lives d a r k ­
ened and m ade m iserab le ,by  th e  in­
sane and c rim in a lly  ig n o ran t pul- 

oftlo.1 ought to arbitrate, all nations 1 P'> teaching about a flaming sea
-hall have the righ t to dem and  ar 
b itra tio n , an d  when they , as the 
people of New Zealand did , create  a 
tribunal w ith the power to e n ­
force these r ig h ts  anti d u tie s  and  to 
punish  any  people th a t v iolate the

brim stone, religiously and re v e re n t­
ly called Hell. T here all who were 
not sanctified , like the good and 
holy pasto r, would su rely  spend 
the ir e te rn a l day s in indescribab le  
to rm en t and  suffering. C h arm in g

new In te rn a tio n a l law, then , ami Ideal— an d  how viv id ly  am i lu rh lly  
not till then , sha ll we have the " aa p ic tured  by se lf-indu lgen t

po 
tino.

sslbility of International a rb tlr a - ¡«Id b a rb a r ia n s?  How they  Iro- 
Law  and order m ust have m ensely enjoyed th e  c h a in s  th a t

Its policem en bslw een n a tio n s  as bound th e ir  flonrish ing  flock. How

well as w ith in  the nations. th ey  loved and fostered th e ir  ig-
Thv on ly  co u n try  Io the w,,r ld ! norance and superstiti«»,, and we-k-

where there have been no strik es or 
lock-outs for five y ea rs  is the only 
coun try  in th e  world th a t has a 
com pulsory  a rb itra tio n  law. 'That 
coun try  is New Z ealand , and New 
Z a lan d  is today not only more

ly, m onth ly  and  yearly  reaped from 
th e ir  te rro r so much a head. G rav- 
haired , toothless old men and  those 
better-looking shouted  “ A m en!” 
F ra il little  ch ild ren  were terrified  
at the aw fu ln w s of the spectacle

prosperous th a n  it ever has been w h'<!h h au n ted  th e ir  th o u g h ts  by 
before, bu t, so far as m y o b se rv a -! d ay  and  th e ir  d ream s by n igh t.

tion goes, is the m ost prosperous 
coun try  in the world. Not even a

Nor were w anting  weak, em otional 
women— the hypocritical and  selfish

New Z ealand  advocate  of com piti- devotees of fash ion ’s foibles, whose 
sory a rb itra tio n  would claim  th a t lea rs  over ,,wn d an g e r  were
its p rosperity  was due to com pu 1- soothed by tho'se of se lf-g ratification ,
sory a rb itra tio n , hut th e  p rosperity  to kuow ‘h a ‘ a11 neighbors

and  acq u ain tan ces would surely  he 
cau g h t in th a t fiery furnace of blue 
flam e and  sm o thering  gases. Then 
they  would be flu tte rin g  a ro u n d  
the  th ro n e  of grace and bask ing  in 

For many years there has been a con- the  sm iles of an all-w ise an d  all- 
troversy over the question whether a app rov ing  God. Such was and  is 
plural or a singular verb should be j^ e  H ell of religious o rth o d o x y , 
used with the term, the Unite«! States. ri)nk en(> b sen(, a Bnl(jU ()f 
This dispute has m a measure been of- .
Heially settled by the House eommitee 1 p h u ro u s incense to the farthest 
ou revision of the laws, which after deep p o rta ls  of space. It has alm ost 
e x p lo ra t io n  a n d  p ro lo n g e d  considera- b reathed  its last fum es— th ro ttle d

c e rta in ly  has falsified all the p re­
d ic tions th a t d isaste r would follow.

Is,’’ or “ Are ?”

tio n  have decided in favor of the  s in ­
g u lar form  of th e  verb, lu  the  earlie r 
period  of o u r N a tiona l ex istence  the  .
ro le  was th e  o th e r way. The p lu ra l faintly hear its death-rattle  amongst 
form  is used in the  C o n s titu tio n  itself, th e  more degraded of the gospel 

faithful.
Its final demise is a certainty.

by its own cruel, c rim in a l horror. 
O nly here and there  we can yet

and was employed until a com para­
tively recent date by tho Supreme
Court in its decisions, and is still used .
even by many members of Congress But th a t leaves hts . la je s ty  t i c  
a n d  other officials. But the singular Devil w ithou t a home! How long 

will a hom eless Devil su rv ive? The 
Hell and  Devil gone, how long will 
the  function  of sav ing  souls la s t?  
W h a t will he its s tim u lu s?  An

form  of the  verb has been growing in 
favor, and it was discovered was used 
by m any em inen t men of fo rm er peri­
ods. The com m ittee  consu lted  a pam ­
phlet w ritten  by ex S ecre tary  of S ta te
.John W. F oster, who traced  th e  course  o b l i te ra te d  fu n c tio n  n eed s  no  organ 
of th e  change, and  quo ted  from Hamil- of o p e ra tio n . T h e n , fa re w e ll Priest 
ton , Jefferson , W ebster. Benton. M arcy, a n d  Pastor,—except as frauds? 
M otley, C. F. Adam s, Sew ard, E v arts , TT _ . «  » . • ,
F ish, Blaine, F re liughuyseu , Bayard. Here I am in Palestine, with the
F resham  and  O lney all of whom used o r ig in a i H e ll  befo re  m e. L e t us 
th e  s in g u la r Serb. The earlie r Presi-
d en ts , except Jackson , used the  p lu ra l, e n te r . As we s ta n d  u p o n  th e  Hill
but L inco ln , C ra u t, I  leveland, H arri- o f 2ion, looking w est and south, we 
sou and  M ckiuley all used the  singu lar ’

c h a ra c te r  of our N ation. It is no Ion- r iv in g  its  n a m e  fro m  a leg en d  of 
ger regarded  as a federation  of s ta tes , p
but as a N ation , with a big X. Hence th e  1 4 th  c e n tu ry , to  th e  effect th a t  
th e  U nited  S ta te s , spoken of as a Ns- ..C i h „ po, 8Psaed a country 
tion . is,” n o t “are. —P ortland  Tele- ’ ’ .
graui. house here, where he consu lted  with


