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Light and heat do

espace. Will the reader please re- spectral lines,

read that quotation carefully. Is not proceed from distant bodies,
there any evidence in it of the truth through absolute cold and darkness
r falsity of the nebular hypothesis? for milions of miles. and reappear
Not a s a. We nsed to gaze here as heat and rht again, nor

and !};'-ll_tiil

at the “Milky Way
that it l‘“Il:—ir—{*‘(i il] a lot of

E are the electric currents lrrw'r-t‘tilll,‘_"

nebu- from those bodies to us, laden with
worlds in process of

it

lous unborn atomiec dust or any thing else. They

gestation. Later, was demon- are not freight cariers.

strated to be composed of myriads [he electric theory of heat and
of distant That

have now been made of “wonderful

stars, pictures light is now pretty well established
In the minds of many modern sci-
entists and the theory of Laplace
But it dies

Scientists have their creeds

clouds of faintly glowing gasses,
vast spirals, immense gulfs of black- “"C*“-"-‘ilf'ii}' overthrown.
ness surrounded by luminous walls | hard
and the like, inilicalvs that the
new telescope has got into another
“Milky Way.” When more effect-
ive instruments have been (]L‘\'i[-‘-t'd,
this “Milky Way”" will doubtless be
converted into Edam Cheeses, or,

rather into a multitude of spherical

and dogmas, as well as the church-
es. Some of them are very reluct-
ant to question anything found in
“the books.” Though science is in-
fallible, the scientists are not.

| have written this brief article
because Brother Wakeman. of the
bodies, rotating in space, just like | Torch of Reason, has been wrestling

the rest of them. This universe is| With the subject, and though appar-

There is no material

ently concurring with mvy conelu-
pretty old. A g wi my conc

for enlarging it. Even the repairs |

continuaily going on, have to be| _
| the Lick reflecting telescope. So

made by a readaptation of the old .
- have thus hrn-ﬂ_\- spoken,

stuff,
going on, that we kunow of,

There is no planet building
There
never wae, the Sun,” Nov. Free Thought Mag.

[t is a good deal easier to get up
a hypothesis than it is to prove its
When it was found that the

that divine

The Bible in the Public Schools.

rrut}l.

h \'lmtht'!-:i.ﬂ of ‘\[m-'vs.

[ From the Catholic Sentinel, of
Portland, of Deec. 6.]
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scientist, concerning the creation
of the earth and “the stars also,”
could not be confirmed by the affi-
davits of it was
thought desirable to account for the
creation in some other way. This

was very natural. A hundred years

The unjust and illogical decision
of Attoruey General Blackburn, in
which he
the Bibl
most severely condemned,

eye  witnesses,

in the publie schools, isg
An edi-
torial on this subject from the Ore-
gonian of last week will repay care-
ful reading, as it covers the ground
from a non-Catholic s1aundpoint.

ago Laplace, a great French astron-
omer of that time, projected the

cosmie echeme known as the nebu
lar hypothesis. He beat
most decidedly, for there are many

Moses
Several months ago some Catho-

things in nature which seem to

[t should be|when the Bible was read during

conform to itz truth.

remembered, however, that just one | class hours at a public school in

. . . i ] 4 . b :
demonstration directly antagoniz- | Piermont, N. Y., whereupon they

ing a hypothesis, completely upsets
and destroys it. A considerable
number of such have already been

were expelled, until State Superin-
tendent of Education Skinner de-
cided that such reading was a relig-

produced, as is completely shown |10us exercise and therefore not per-

]’:Hr[h not ”liﬁﬂih]tf ill thf‘ ]lUllii(_: l“llh(l(!lﬁ.

Almost time the
State Superintendent of Edueation
for Ohio was making a similar de-

in my pampalet, “The

Created, at the same

It is known to scholars that the
atmosphere of the earth, for many

miles in altitude, i= filled with at-|cision to meet the cace of the pub-
omic and chemical representatives | lic school at Fulda, whose pAarents

By the

y General of

of every element of which the earth |are all Roman Catholics.
18 composed. No doubt the atnm.«—ladvicv of the Attorne
phere of the sun and other celestial | Obio, to read the Bible in the pub-
like
When the solar spectroscope is ;uf the public school funds of the
prohibited |

hodies is in manner laden. | lic schools is an unlawful diversion
brought forth, to determire the el- [State and should be
ements of these distant bLodies, the| How ean Blackburn reconcile his
lines produced are simply indica- | puerile attempt at argument with
tive of the atoms floating in the at- | this eminent jurist of Ohjo?
No two

produets are just alike, but there

mogphere of the earth. A like decision was given in Har-

is a general resemblance hetween preacher-ridden schools of Oregon,
admisgion
Hlf!l*‘
‘reading or any religious exercise

It is just possible that|we have the universal

of our State authorities that

them all.
the atomic ingredients of the dist-
ant atmospheres may produce the
But as the whole

same effect also, can have no place in the eduecation

has to pass through our atmosphere given in the public or common
schools. It seems very inconsietent

on the part of bigots like Blackburn

this must necessarily be the con-

troling element, influencing the

sions, wants to hear from me con-,
cerning the recent cloud pictures of|

[From “The Earth not Born.of|religious exercises of an

upholds the reading of |

lic children refused to be present|

risburg, Pa., and excepting in the|

contend for the reading of the an authority to give us its true

“free” schools

In our 80- Illt':tl]ill_}:. It is not ne(‘vt-‘sary to

led, W that their ministers explain the reasons upon which

A are disputing so n this dogma is grounded. The Jews

Its authority and value as do not accept the New Testament.
inspired or revealed rule of Hence the argument of Blackburn
faith. How ghall they explain to isnot admissible. The Bible, more-

'ung minds all the human errors, over, is the product of the Church.
It was written by different men at
different periods of time and in dif-
ferent languages ; and as history
shows was not compiled until the
Church bad been in existence about
three hundred years,

perversiong, a n d contradictions
which the critics,—and what prot-
estant, by right ofprivate judgment
I8 not a eritie,~—choose to find in it?
Nor have they any substitute on
which they can agree among them- In the early
ages of the Church, Christians got
their faith precisely as we get it to-
day, from the authoritative teach-
ing of the Bishops and priests of
the Chureh.

selves, even the civie, unsectarian
or undogmatic lesson in morality.

It is conceded by Free Religion-
ists, by the ablest of the secular

press, by many representative min-

isters of the Evangelical churches,| [he real reason for the exelusion
'of Biblical selections from the car-
ricalam of the public schools is
'that in a school system which is

. > . ® . |
Jible is read and religious exercises | supposed to be divorced from relig-

are held, is a wrong, an aect of]

and by large numbers of the people,
that, to tax Catholies, Jews and
[nfidels, for schools in which the

ion of all kinds, no collection even
of literary gems from the Bible can
cities of | he ysed from which the personal
(element of the teacher can be elim-
inated. That personal element must
necessarily be influenced by his
own religious training, and conse-
quently there is sure to be sectarian
teaching in spite of one’s self, *It js
true that this gives us a systen: of
Godless schools, but this ig the
defect of the public school 8ys-
lem anyway. So long as it lasts
it will bave that defect. But 80
long s it lasts it should not be al-
lowed to become sectarian accord-
ing to anyone’s idea.

injustice, a form of tyranny. So un- ‘
derstanding the case, the '
Troy, Rochester, Cincinnati, New
' York, and Chicago, have forbidden
y descrip-
| tion in their common schools. Mr.
Beecher declared years ago: “It is
' not right or fair to tax Catholics or |
Jews for the support of schools in
which the Bible is read.” His con-
the
If it is not right, it is wrong, and
| Catholics who are thus taxed are,
| to the extent of the taxes they pay,

| gregation applauded gaying, |

punished—persecuted for religion’s
sake,

|
|

Parental rights precede State
rights. The child belongs to its pa-
rents and not to the State. The
doctrine coming into vogue, that
the child belongs to the State, is
| the dressing up of an old skeleton

The result of such unjust action
by bigoted State officials should
arorse Catholics to a sense of thejr
duty to support their own gchools,
academic, collegiate and university,
80 as to enable them to give their
pupils a complete and thorough
education. It is time that the true
Catholic spirit should be manifest.
ed, and the Catholic voice heard
from our pulpits and lecture plat«
forms, from our magazines and
newspapers, and, in due time, in
our ballot-boxes. We need to cul-
tivate a thorough Catholie senti-
ment on subjects which concern our
religous intercsts and the true free-
dom of all our fellow citizens as
well; and when necessary, we need
to give the so-called statesmen, who
are forever attempting to limit our

' of spartan paganism, with its hide-
ousness disguised by a thin cloaking
of Christian morality, The rights
of parents are strongly and clearly
defined by Judge Ellis Lewis, in
Commonwealth v. Armstrong, Ly-
coming County, Pa., August ses-
sion, 1842.  Iu this opinion Judge
Lewis says: “It is the undoubted
right of the father to designate such
| teachers either in morals, religion,
or literature, as he shall deem best
calenlated to give correct instrue-
[ tion to his child. He is, by the law
!|uf God, exempt from interference !

| St oo i e - A bt g :

| h’ulh Ernm individuals and from so- 'religious rights and political liber-

 clety.  ties, the only expression of our sen-
We do not insist enough on the | timents which they deem unan-

[rights of parents to control the ed- |
ucation of their children
|

swerable ; whether as a Cacholic
and to| party or not, we do sadly need to
resist the efforts of the State, or|g.ast in matters that affect us ag

rather of politicians like Blackburn :Cathtrlim, a united Catholic vote,
who manipulate the resources of |

We therefore
“decision” of
' Blackburn as un;

‘@8t against the
ey  General
nd in opposi-

the Consiiintion

United States,

'the State to wrest from them this |
‘control,

We are amazed by the ignorance
of the Attorney General of the State
of Oregon when he states that all
religions accept the Bihle as the sole
rule of faith. The Catholic Church

says that the Bible is the word of | dures, so long the publie school

"tion to

of the

So long as the Secular State en-

God, but that God has appointed | will stand intact,
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