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Christian Civilization.

I he q u a n t i ty  of “ C h r is t ia n i ty  
now  p a s s in g  c u r r e n t  in th e  w o rld , 
is sh o w n  in  th e  d e m a n d  o f  th e  “ a l ­
lied  p o w e rs '’ fo r th e  h e a d s  of e le v ­
en C h in e se  p r in c e s , a s  p a r t  of th e  
p r ic e  to  be p a id  fo r d a m a g e s  hv th e  
re c e n t u p r is in g  a g a in s t  fo re ig n e r»  
in  t h a ’ c o u n tr y .  T h ese  a ll ie d  
p o w ers  in c lu d e  a ll  th e  g re a t  p o w ers  
of e a r th ,  a n d  th e y  a l l  pose as C h r is ­
t ia n  n a t io n s ,  a n d  a r j u n iv e r s a l ly  
recogniz «1 a s  sn c h . W h a t e / e r  m a y  
be sa id  of th e  e x p e d ie n c y  o r  p ro ­
p r ie ty  of su c h  az d e m a n d ,  from  a 
w o r ld ’s p o l i t ic a l  s t a n d p o in t ,  it is 
s u re ly  n o t C h r i s t ia n i ty .  I f  su c h  a 
d e m a n d  h a d  b een  m a d e  by T u rk e y  
o r C h in a  o r  P e r s ia ,  o r  a n y  p ro fe s ­
se d ly  a n t i c h r i s t i a n  pow er, it  w ou ld  
h a v e  been  s h o c k in g  to  ‘h e  sen ses  of 
a l l  “ C h r is te n d o m .’’ B u t  th e  w ar 
s p i r i t  th a t  is c ro w n in g  th e  c e n tu ry  
in i ts  e x p ir in g  y e a r s ,  is fa s t c 1 a n g - 
in g  c iv i l iz a t io n  in to  g ild e d  b a r ­
b a r is m . C h r i s t ia n i ty  s a y s , ‘ R ec 
o m p e n se  to  n o  m a n  ev il for e v i l” 
(R o m . 1 2 :1 7 ) , b u t  “ o v e rco m e  ev il 
w ith  g o o d ” (v e r s e  2 1 ). A n y  o th e r  
p r in c ip le ,  w h a te v e r  i ts  n e c e ss ity , o r 
su p p o se d  n e ce ss ity , in  th e  c iv il g o v ­
e r n m e n t  of a  s in fu l w o rld , is n o t 
C h r i s t i a n i ty ;  a n d , th e re fo re , C h ris  
t i a n s  c a n n o t  le g it im a fe ly  h a v e  a n y  
p a r t  in  i t .— S ig n s  of th e  T im es .

T h e  B ib le , th e  b lu d g eo n  a n d  th e  
h o ttie  a re  th e  b e s t e n s ig n ia  of th e  
m o d e rn  M a m m o n -ru le d  c iv i l iz a t io n  
If a n y  o th e r  e m b le m s  of o u r  p o lile  
a n d  p io u s  s a v a g e ry  s h o u ld  he c h o s ­
e n , le t th e m  be th e  p»ay» r bo »k, th e  
p a d lo c k  a n d  th e  p is  o l;  o r  e lse , th e  
c ro ss , th e  c u p  a n d  th e  c o rd . C reed , 
a u d  feed— o r d r in k — , c u rs e  th ese  
t im e s , a s  th e y  h a v e  a l l  t im e s  s in c e  
m en  m a d e  g o d s to  fe a r  a n d  b e e r to  
q u e e r . T h e  B ib le  b lesses th e  w ho le  
w ild  row . T h e  “ p o w ers  t h a t  be 
a re  o rd a in e d  o f  G o d ,'’ a n d  / t h e  k in g  
b e a re th  n o t th e  sw o rd  in  v a in .” 
C h r is t  c a m e  n o t to  se n d  peace, bu t 
a  s w o rd ; a n d  M oses o rd e re d  th e  
I s r a e l i te s  to  m a k e  a y e a r ly  fea s t of 
w h a ts o e v e r  th e is  so u ls  lu s te d  a f te r  
to  c e le b ra te  th e  c a n q u e s t  o f C a n a ri.
So  i t  w as s te e l, a n d  s te a l ,  a n d  ree l; 
in  th e  leg a l d is p e n s a t io n ,  a n d  so it 
is in th e  g o sp e l c iv i l iz a t io n -  O n lv , 
hew , a n d  b rew , a n d  c h e a t ,  a n d  ea t 
a n d  d r in k ;  b u t ,  d o n ’t d a re  t h in k —  
a ll fo r G o d ’s g lo ry  ! T h e  w ar 
C h r is t ia n  e x p la in s  t h a t  th e  P r in c e  
o f  P e a ce  m a d e  a  G o ld e n  R u le  for 
s la v e s , a n d  a S tee l R u le  for k in g s ; 
t h a t  th e y  s h o u ld  d o  G o d ’s v e n g en c e  
a n d  sw ip e  th e  v i tu a ls ,  w h ile  th e  
m eek  a u d  lo w ly  to ile rs  o u g h t to  be 
th a n k f u l  fo r th e  b ones a n d  c ru s ts .

m erit. I t  w o n ’t do  for a  B ib h is t  
t<> sa y , m en  d o  th e  ev il of t h e i r  ow n 
w icked  w ill, w ith  th e  L o r d ’s p e r ­
m iss io n , w hen  th e y  a re  se t to  ru le  
by th e  L o r d ’s ow n e le c tio n  b e ca u se  
th e y  a re  ba>e. “ Is  th e r e  ~ v il in  «he 
c ity  an<l th e  L o rd  h a s  n o t d o n e  it ?’

1 fo rm  th e  l ig h t  a n d  I  c r e a te  th e

A Bad Rule.

The Most High ruieth  in the 
kingdom of men, and giveth it to 
whomsoever He will, and setteth 
over it the basest of men.—[Bible.

According to the Bible, The Most 
High is a Bad Lot, and He is re­
sponsible for all the evil govern*
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A Change of Brains.
BY JAMES L. DOWNING.

I never, from my childhood days, 
W ished for a change of heart*;

My own has served me fa ith fu lly ,— 
Why should we ever pa rt P

bu t I would wish th a t clergymen 
M ight have a change of brains,

And teach th a t baseless faith cannot 
“ W ash out our guilty s ta in s .”

^es, I would have religionists 
Resign th e ir  false belief,

Ami not to poor men he un just,
But offer them  relief:

They need to know the penalties 
Of crossing N a tu re ’s laws,

T hat way to cure an evil is,_
Avoid its prim al cause.

To Science all are debtors for 
Tiie m ost oi tru th  we know ; ,

H er teachings go far deeper, too, 
l i ia n  “ sacred” hooks ca», show:

I t  proves we cannot estim ate 
How m any thousand  years

M ankind lias dw elt upon the earth ,
In  ignorance and tears.

l o r  centuries tru th  seekers were 
Not treated  as th e y ’d ought,

But b u rn t by fa ith is t’s faggots 
f o r  teaching th e ir  free th o u g h t:

I he world has grown more liberal,
By logic’s ea rn es tn ess ;

In Beason’s Age we voice our thoughts, 
Or p rin t them with a press. 

D unstable. Mass.

A Psalm of Life.

BY HENRY W . LONGFELLOW.

Tell me not, in m ournful num bers, 
“ Life is bu t an em pty  dream  !”

For the  soul is dead th a t  slum bers, 
And th ings are  not w hat they  seem . 

Life is r e a l ! Life is e a rn e s t!
And the grave is not its goal;

Dust thou a rt, to d u st re tu rn e s t,”
Was not spoken of th e  soul.

Not enjoym ent, and not sorrow,
Is our destined  end  or way *

But to act, th a t each to-m orrow
Find us fa rth e r th an  to-day.

Art is long, and Tim e is fleeting,
And our hearts , though s io u ta n d  brave, 

Still, like muffled d rum s, are  heating
Funeral m arches to the grave,

In the  w orld’s broad field of ba ttle ,
In the  bivouac of Life,

Be not like dum b, driven cattle
Be a hero in th e  s tr ife !

T rust no F u tu re , how e’er p leasan t,
Let th e  dead P ast bury  its  d e a d !

Act, act in th e  living present,
H eart w ithin and God o ’erhead! 

dves of great men all rem ind us
We can m ake onr lives sublim e.

Ami, departing , leave behind  us
F ootprin ts on the  sands of Time. 

F oo tp rin ts , th a t perhaps ano ther,
Sailing o ’er life’s solem n m ain,

A forlorn and shipw recked bro ther,
Seeing, shall take heart again.

Let us, then , i»e up and doing,
W ith  a h ea rt for any fate;

Still achieving, still persuing,
L ear to  labor and to wait.
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