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tor called him, a marsupial possi-

h v, and the teacher is necessary

in order that he may realize him-
self. That ie the aim of the
schoolhouse. It has to do with the
things of this world, Its realm is
in the known, with facts or hy-
potheses that are warranted by
facts, It has nothing to do with
fate, nothing to do with religion,
I:Hlilil!}_’, whatever to do with the
unknown.

This work of the schoolhouse
confining itself to the things of the
present world brings it into direct
and everlasting antagonism with
the method of religion and of the
chureh. There 1is not, .there can
never be, harmony between the in-
stitution founded on faith and the
institution sworn to be loyal to
facts. Their methods are essenti-
ally different; their aims and their
purposes forever and forever di-
verge, The church needs to care |
little for this world, it is the other |
world that it is concetned about;
the schoolhouse needs to care little
for the other world; it is this
world that concerns it, 'he at-
tempt to put education under the

influence or control of the religious

principle or the religious idea hm-:l \ ‘
child nothing except what it can| .4 their consequences,

alwavs and must ever fail. There

can be no such thing as religion |
and science, there can only be the |
religion of science,  Any garb, or|
robe, or gown that proclaims and |

vroffers any religion is out of place |

an atmosphere of duplicity and de- ! maybe you can never learn the re-

fishness; that there is no roval

f_'i'i?; th:tl, whenever discovered in lation of the different members of way }’." which a man can cbeat an-

man or women, ought to 1nsure the solar systems to each other, but
ingtant expulsion fromthe Innocent  this is the way it is demonstrats
presence of the child. In the de- If you eannot learn it for urself,

velopment of mind nothing is so

necessary, so jm}mrmut. 8O i;tl'}_{*‘ 57 Vou cannot make the demonstra-

its returns, as absolute honesty, in- | tion a part of your intellectual
tellectual fearlessness, mental cour- | equipment and assume for yourself
age. There is more religion, more an original and individual relation
morality, more of the uplift, that|to that problem, then you can nev-

comes from what we call the spir-ler know it and vou dont have to

itual influence in the stern, open | believe it.”

eyed, upapologetic Infidel than

there is in the hesitating, halting, | ery, duty irksome, toil wearing,

apologizing, balf-baked orthodox|and we rebel against it. no matter

believer,

My position is that in this world | work mav be, we can no longer do |

where we know so little, in this our best, we cannot do even pass-
world where we stand yel U“].V upon ing well, The aim, then, of the
the shore of the illimitable ocean of | s} 00l house heing to adjust man’s
knowledge, in this world where, as relation in this world, it follows
far as we know, there is every- that whatever progress mankind
where and in all things absolute| .kes that progress will be coinei-
rectitude, and the fidelity of eternal | jent and coextensive with the in-
laws that cannot he broken or sus- fluence of the schoolhouse.  So far
pended, or evaded in this world of | ,¢ the world has ascertained, no
ours, which we fancy to be the ex- | .oclation from beyond has helped
pression, the out-flowering of a

any 1n the solution of problems
great and universal intelligence, a| hut now ure. So far as the theo-
man cannot find moral health un-| .:.c of the church go they lie di-
less he is downright, upright, in-| rectly across the way of the prog-
tellectually honest. I'nat is thv)rm_‘, of 'the wmoral snd: fotellectial

And that is what the wellbeing of mankind,

first step. It has been
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 school aims at. The schoolhouse is| o ineteen centuries taught that

itself in the attitude of a learner |, der a supernatural plan, exploi-
outside of itseif. It can give the| | ore might be a break between acts

persuade the child is true. [t has

After nineteen centuries of the
[t does not| 4 teaching the world has settled
threaten nor coerce nor repress or

no divine authority.

almost nothing. Society is yet
] 1 . L] 1 l . - .
bully the intellect of tue child. chaotie, government is yet in the
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I'he church does all of those things experimental stage. There are

.f_\'rll cannot see it to be true, 1

_\h’ fu_f-[ us ’."'.';:'l{ l"n'tun.r_- illllllg_'-

what itis or in what realtn our
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upon a teacher. Any book that by | 'be church says we can’t know men who believe that no society
prejudgement is above the reach of | anything about what is true be- upon the earth is securely estab.

criticism, investigation and exam-|CavVse we are carnally minded. lished, but that there is coming a

ination, has no place in the school. | _l here 1s “‘_'””“” for you todo buat| ;e of cataclysm, of disaster, of
It is to the glory of our freethink _|J““" “f believe, it does not make destruction, and of an entirely new
ing men, it is to the everlasting #NY difference that you cannot see readjustment of the elements that
Doubt is of the

renown of the founders of this gov- | that it is true, have been thrown into confusion.

| W Sl L : .
ernment, that at the very outset! devil, ‘_‘"d all "f“-h questionings, | \y herever the church has been su-
lll(!y ](".fl. rff“gi”lf 1O th(‘. \Vi."\dl”n | rﬁﬂﬂ””llng.‘i. rt"llill‘,‘" “'“d a d("ﬂlrﬂ l,rl,”“,‘ i“ whatever ln“d lt hﬂl"‘]l(‘](i
and the folly of the individual, and | for evidence and proof are but the spiritual or temporal power, that

and  evidence o1 vour lost and undone time of chaos has come, \WWherever

said as between the church
the state there shall uvever be “;c““dili”“‘ “Accept what we say; it has been supreme, people have
urion. The men who today wishi“’e are heré divinely authorized been reduced to abject servitude
to put God into the Constitution, and want to make knowa these and helpless poverty. A man is
blessed truths that were forever be- charged for being born, charged for
yond the attainment of human being christened, taxed again for
reason in order that you might not being baptized; toll is levied upon

and the men who today would, if
they could, determine what we
should and should not do one day
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in seven are the men that belong|be eternally lost,
Any man that cau for the sake of | for being buried, and long, long

him for being married, and at last
to the age when the charch wassu- |
preme and the schoolhouse did not salvation in this or any world, be- | years after he is dead, in sgome
(:Xi-"‘t. Ieve or l]rll'll.‘i.‘" tl'l h“lll'vt' “'h;lt hi"“ ("p“tri. :..;‘ -‘-l]prt‘lllt'l_\‘ rpii;i()“h, tux ]‘.“
[t may be fairly questioned |reason scorns, why, if heaven is collected from his living friends in

whether a man who is an orthodox made up of that kind of intellectu- order that «s they say, the poor

heliever is qualified to teach school [al material and mental caliber,
The atti-
reads the story of the ereation as it 'tude which the school teacher as-

dead man may be assisted to swim
Ifa man believes in the Bible | give me hell every time, out of plll‘g'd.lnry.: Progress has
been made, but in =pite of religion,
There are relig-

appears in Genesis, and swears he | sumes to the child is one of equal-| not because of it,

No author-|

believes it, how e¢an  he teach a ity, absolute equality,
"!ii'-‘ i]l i!l'_\“‘iiliil Ll""H"“ph)'? If hf’ ll)‘ no Spll’ll llf i!all‘“t‘(‘lll&{l ‘i“”li I“'h“ are ki“dl}' an[] “Uh]P l"f““’ h“l
believes the record as given in the nation.
Bible he cannot believe the text- plies what the Bible says and the | cause of their faith, but in spite
books of physical geography and church has pever found out, “Come of it.

geology This work of the school will yet
the recoid of the Hible, but says he the Lord, The

If be does not  believe now, let us reason together,” saith
teacher says: persuade the world that the only
does and aet« as if he did, he ecar- “Come now, let us reason together: decent rational way to live 18 to

ries with him and cannot escape it, maybe you cannot learn this thing, | live right; that ignorance is sel-

ious and even orthodox believers

ither without cheating himself
more; that there is no injury man
can do his fellow man in ig: orance

and blindness or in wilful plan-
ning without that injury reacting

inevitably upon himself; that the

IIT||_\‘ sensible way to live in this

world s to square oneself with
Ih"lnwlf and his fellows as far as he
cal,

[ am prepared to say that the
present state of society indicates
' the result of the teachis gs of the
Thi.\' are entitled to ir:
we give them credit for it and hold

churches,

them I'Pr-lmn.-”rfe- for its failures and
| mistakes. For nineteen hundred
| years the church and society bhave
grappled with problems as if newly
sprung, and yet which have been
In existence among men from the
very dawn of organized society.
| The church would change the heart
of man; but let us change his brain
let us enlarge his intelligence, let
us persuade him that he was born
to inlt*lligvn(,'v and that murulil}‘ 18
good sense. In this world of ours
there is room for work, happiness,

and well-being for every one, 1 will
believe that nature intended that,
and is grieved, if she is capable of
feeling, at our ills, our pains, and
our injustices; that they are all un-
necessary; that they are burdens
laid upon us because we have had
too much I‘t*IigiUl].

-When  we have spent nine-
teen hundred years ]uukiug L0 the
school room, we shall have a new
order of things, a nenw civilizatio,
new liberties, new justice, new hap-
piness, new well-being for all man-
kind. If the Infinite had been ord-
aining anytaoing (and I want you
to understand that I do not hold
(God respousible for the chureh, or
theology, or any of the plans, devi-
Ces, Or ceremonies, or rites whatso-
ever), but if God had been ordain-
ing anything nineteen hundred
years ago, I will believe that it
would not have been an altar. nor
a shaven priest, nor a divinely
(called preacher; it would have been
come kind-hearted man or woman
with a book, and a large patience
and a generous love for the race,
who should have gone out to per-
suade men, not of the efficacy of
Christ’s blood, but of the saving
When we
shall bave had nineteen hundred
vears of the school-house, what

| may not be? 1 believe in the com-
|

power of intelligence,

ing of the time when every school-
house ghall be a temple, and every

| priesta teacher, knowledge the way

of salvation, and reason the only
guide.—[Truth Seeker,

he teacher says or im-|they are kindly and noble not be- |
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