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ad t that some law of a IiFl' tion
work.

I'his universal law of physical

modification, is the law of mental

modification also, The multitud-
inous differences of capacity and
disposition that have in eourse of
time grown up between the Indian,
African, Mongolian and Cauecasian
races, and hetween the various sub-
divisiong of them, must all be as-

f']'i}rt'Ii to 1}3*';!l‘"lujr"fl"‘fi’ }ll each

]
case of fitness for surrounding cir-
cumstances. Why all this diverg-
nee from the ond

type? If adaptation of constitu-

tions i8 not the cause, what is the
cause?
There are none, however, who

can with any thing like consistency
combat this doetrine; for all vee ar-
guments that presuppose its truth.

Keeping in mind ther the two
facts, that all evil results from the
non-adaptation of of constitution to
that this

non-adaptation exists it is continu-

conditions; and where
ally being diminished by the chang-

ing of constitution to suit condi-
tions, we shall be prepared for com-
prehending the present position of
the human raoe.

By the increase of population the

state of existence we call social has

been necessitated. Men living in
this state suffer under numerouns
evils. By the hypothesis it follows

that their characters are not com-
pletely adapted to this state.

In what respect are they not so
adapted? what is the special quali-
fication which the social state re-
quires?

It requires that each individual
shall have such desires only as may
be fully satisfied without trenching
upon the ability of other individu-
als to obtain like satisfaction. If
the desires of each are not thuslim-
ited, then either all must have cer-
tain of their desires ungratified, or
some must get gratification for them
at the corresponding expense of
others. Both of which alternatives
necessitating pain, imply non-adap-
tation,

But why is not man adapted to
the social state?

Simply because he yet partially
retains the that
adapted him for an antecedent

state,

characteristics

The respects in which he is
not fitted for society are the respects
in which he is fitted for his original
predatory life.His primitive circum-
stances required that he should saec-
rifice the welfare of other beings to
his own; his present circumstances
require that he should not do so;
and inso faras hisoldattribute still
clings to him, in so far is he unfit
for the All
men against each other, from the
of the Carib to

social state. sins of

cannibalism the

' how inadequate isthesupply vouch-

‘veyances,
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have their causes Horace Mann, yet on entering you

comprehended under this general- encounter the fetid atmosphere,
1zation, growing worse and worse as you

Concerning the present position enter the recitation rooms, where
of the human race we must there- 'the innocents, with flushed cheeks

fore say, that man needed one mor- 'and aching heads, are

al constitut

puzzling

ion to fit him for his their brains over lmaginary
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original state: that he needs anoth- lems that have no application what-

er to fit him far his present state, ever to Lft‘t‘r\'lf:l_\‘ life.
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has already taken place. was crowded, and the atmosphere

changes that constitute when 1 entered was already un-

are the successjve steps of the tran-
And the
perfectibility

bearable; not a door or window left
\t the close, 1

duced to

sition, belief in human open, was 1ntro-

Illl‘r"l_\’ amouants to

the Professor; thanking

the belief that in virtue of this pro

him for his lecture, I said, “I]

cess man will eventually become |ghould have enjoyed it much more

completely suited to his mode of

iIf there had been some open win-

life.—[Social Statics. 'dows, through which the carbonie
> acid gas, against whose evil influ-|

For the Torch of Reason. ences you warned us, could have|
escaped.” 1 am happy to say I

The Inalienable Rights of School
Girls. : .
s Another teacher,

left him blushing.

lecturing on
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that my daughter had been
for the

servation of good health is a con-

['he first necessity pre- impertinent to her. With surprise

stant supply of pure air in all our | replied, “Stepping on her chair,|
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waking and sleeping hours. 2000 . pulled down the window and |
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cuabic feet each hour is necessary said, pray let us have some pure|
for every human being; this is the | |

air: with sixteen scholars in

minimum for scientific ventilation. | little room, we must have breathed

With this necessity in mind, see | the air twenty times already; isn’t
Miss l’., to
knowledge as fast as
“Why,” said I, ““I am

of her than ever, to think she

it a good thing,
, In our fashionable re- |

use
safed us

we get
ceptions and dinners, school houses
theatres, churches and public con- uses
If we calculate the num-

4 180 rapidly the knowledge she ac-
ber of cubic feet in the various ap-

‘ quires; your class is equally in-
artments where we spend our lives, |

we shall see that we breathe the

to my daughter for its prompt ap-

same air many times in one hour. . : i
1 air 1 y ti in hour plication.”

breath is
gas, and
five-eighths of the impurities of the

Every exhalation of the

[t is a pity that in all our col-

laden with carbonie acid _
leges and schools there 18 not some

system are thrown off through the
skin; what then the

where |

must be at-

mosphere of an apartment

ten people, more or less, have been
For the Toreh of Reason,

Let Our Light Shine.

confined any length oftime? Imag-
with
dred children, in a

ine a schoolhouse one hun-

guccession of

badly aired rooms six hours in the BY E. L. DAVIDSON.
day, and then contrast the air they
get with what they need: this If all the so-called or would-be

would be a more valuable sum in
arithmetic than any yet laid down
by the mathematicians.

Liberals in the world would show
their colors aud stand shoulder to
shoulder with the Liberals of more
prenounced type, what a great blow
it would be to superstition and
mental slavery!

Horace Mann, the only member
on the Board of Education in Mass-
achusetts in his day, who appre- These would-be
ciated the importance of a gener-
ous supply of pure air in the pub-

lic schools, well said: “Seeing that

Liberals support the mythological
as much if not more than the Free-
thought movement. They believe
the atmosphere is forty miles deep the latter cause to be the only true
all arcand the globe, it is a use- -

less piece of economy to breathe it

one, yet they are numbered with
the the
powers are only too glad to claim
in wheelbarrows to fill our | them.

former, as ecclesiastical

more tuan once; if we had to trun-

dle it This hypocrisy among Free-

' debted to you for the lecture, and |

\r'niii:niinm. once (_-.nnlpi:lin-'fl o me |

very |

[ asked, “What did she say?” She|

this |

ing the desired effect.

[}J.il'kvr- accounts for the l:tl;_{"

number of followers the Christians

( i ! i ~tates
i nHowiedg i {

Iy 11 y .
Hible :-__’"i are counted as oeing on

the side of the churches,
| have Iu-rm-n:t];‘\' geen
Mental

freely to the missionary fund, buy

pre fessed

frienas of Liberty give

tickets for churcu socials and aid
churches in general, but would not
support a Freethought lecture, buy
Freethought literataure, or advocate
their liberal views };.'\' tongue or
pell.

The Christians are becoming so

eager to lay claim to such vast
.'.Hmln‘l‘«, that Ih"_\' are now offer-
ing rewards for hypocrisy, particu-
larly 80 in fraternal orders, such as
i U ¥V AD U \\'.,

ted Artisans, etc., and especially so

Uni-
in orders that offer life or accident

Insurance.

[n order to become a member of

one of these lll'lll‘]‘:‘* it 18 l't‘ii-flil't‘li

i that the applicant affirm his belief

in the Bible and its God, and I am

|sorry to say that the bribery offered

in the way of insurance, etc.,is hav-
“'lliln'r‘d!a

would be honest and speak the dic-

tates of their conscience when ques-
tioned as to their religions convle-
tions, such orders would be forced
to omit the I’i‘}i;ji-nl]i test in order 1o

get the desired number of

mem-
bers. This religions diserimir.ation
18 one of Christian persecution and
should be vigorously exposed by

Secularists.

In order to become a good mem-

' ber of a fraternal order, is it neces-

it ?” ]

more proud ' Lord held the sun and moon in the

'something.

bright pupil in every class, to de-|

mand her inalienable right to 2000

|

cubic feet of air every hour, .

sary for one to believe the story of

Jonah and the whale? Thrt the
valleys so that the Jews could see
;\l“]
to have a belief like a Guiteau or a

Durrant?

to kill a few more Gentiles?

Liberals, let us awake. Let us
cast old Mrs. Grundy aside and do
that the
price of liberty is always the same
—ETERNAL

Remember

Those who
cannot aid the spreading of the
gospel of Freethought in a

cial way can at

VIGILANCE,

finan-
least live up to
their honest convictions and agi-

' tate our doctrines whenever oppor-

tunities permit. If we don’t agi-

tate our gospel, how will we let the

world know we have any?

take
bushel,

[.et us
under the
light shine.

candle from
and let our

our

Progress of Science.

Science is no longer the concern
of a few men under royal patron-
age, but the two great movements
of the present century—the growth
of Democracy and the growth of
Science—have united for their
common good.—[Popular
Monthly.
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