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in their own lifetim e. beautiful Grande Ronde Valley,

which we entered a t the th riv ing  
little city of La Grande. H ere w*e

The Liberal Nucleus.

In  nearly every city or large town 
in the United Slates there are a few 
Liberals, hut rarely are they as­
sociated in any wtjy. This is not 
as it should be, and tha t it is not 
is shown by what occurred to us at 
Salt Lake City. W ithin an hour 
a few Liberals were found. They 
were business men evidently of 
character and influence, and had 
been connected with a SecuJar 
Union a t th a t place. I t  did not 
take long to have a lecture and a 
proposed revival of the Union; but 
as it could not be on a stop-over 
ticket, Mr. W akem an is to attend 
to it on his return . W herever any 
Liberals, men and women, can be 
found, get together as a lecture com­
m ittee and see what can he done.

haulted a moment and then sped 
on across the valley and followed a 
winding track up the m ountain 
side. \\ e were then iu the Powder 
River \  alley and at noon halted 
at Baker City, the m etropolis for 
the mining district of Eastern  Ore­
gon. The trees and water in the 
valley and the towering m ountains

TRAVELS!

BY PEARL W. GEER.

The pusher of the quill and the 
keeper of the till for the Torch of 
Reason are out on a jambouree.

The American Secular Union and 
Freethought Federation are going 
to have one of those annual Con­
gresses we read so much about, and 
W akem an and I are going to p a r­
ticipate in the “gathering of the 
clam s.”

C incinnati is our destination, 
but it being a long distance from 
Silverton, we shall make many 
8top9 before we get there. In  fact 
we have made several already, for 
this is being w ritten away out in 
U tah as the tra in  jolts and winds 
along through the Rockies in the 
direction of Colorado Springs, our 
next stop.

I t  was early  M onday m orning 
when we left Silverton and our 
friends a t the L. U. 0 . and the de 
pot wished us “ Bon Voyage!” At 
Portland we arranged for transpor­
tation to Chicago and visited 
friends, business houses and book 
stores for a few hours. D inner and 
supper were relished and enjoyed 
at the Bailey house, where, as usu­
al, we were given a glad welcome 
with best wishes for a p leasant 
journey and a safe return .

It was night when we traveled 
up the Columbia, so the Torch

ment through the cultivation, by 
natu ral processes of the best n a t­
ural impulses.

AB the poets have dreamed of 
perfect hum anity; all philosophers 
and sages aud reform ers have u t­
tered wise maxims for the couduct 
of life; but superstition has always

q u a r te r , com e, the added t h e r e t o ^ w a rd . and pun- 
cry for a now religion. And a new !8hlDent8 of H ernity , so th a t the

The Religion of the Future.

BY ELIZABETH E. EVANS.

The world is full of unrest; the 
old ideals have lost their influence, 
and from all Quarters comes the

religion is prophesied aud 
ised.

near by make Baker City and im -1 A*teajPl8 are even now 
mediate surroundings more a ttrac- " t0 for,nulate m° d«™ 
tive than most of tha t section of
Oregon.

At H untington we stopped for 
dinner and had a very nice, but 
short, visit with Mr. J. W. Thomas, 
one of the Torch family. Mr. T. 
¡informs us th a t there are about 
forty Liberals at H untington, and 
certainly they ought to be associat­
ed together in an organization. *

After leaving H untington we 
crossed Snake River into Idaho 
and had the opportunity  of view­
ing the Weiser, Payette and M al­
heur valleys before night overtook 
us. Then we slept through Idaho  
and into U tah, aud arose next 
m orning a t Ogden. An hour’s 
wait and an hour’s ride b rough t us 
to Salt Lake City, where we stop­
ped for five hours to visit friends 
and see the city and the works of 
the Mormons. We went into the 
great Tabernacle and heard th<j 
man play on the pipe organ to 
amuse the visitors. We viewed the 
Temple from all sides but the in­
side for they allow no one to enter 
who is not a member, in good 
standing, of the Mormon church, 
and then you have to go into the 
“ Endowment House” near by, re­
lieve yourself of all your clothing, 
and then, robed in spotless white, 
you are allowed to enter the holy 
temple. I do not believe 1 would 
have been permitted to enter under 
any condition, hut if they had seen 
W akem an costumed as “ Ju p ite r 
Niveus” they couldn’t have denied 
him entrance. But we d idn ’t try .

prom-

being 
ideas

into systems which each of the 
several founders endeavors to hope 
may develop into the “ Religion of 
the F u tu re .”

A discussion of these various 
schemes is not here in place; for 
the present subject the only point 
of interest is the fact of the already 
widespread and rapidly-increasing 
Conviction th a t C hristian ity  has 
had its day, and th a t its sun is set­
ting, to rise no more, forever. 
There are many who would fain 
turn  back the shadow upon this 
dial of the world’s progress. Even 
with the evidence plain before their 
eyes, of the irapoteucy of the  re­
ligion of the Cross, they prognosti­
cate the reign of anarchy  as soon 
as the restrain ts of religion are re­
moved. But the shadow cannot 
be turned back, and the (as yet) 
com paratively small num ber of in ­
dividuals who have freed them ­
selves entirely from sp iritual ty r­
anny, and are living (in C hristian 
parlance) “ without God and w ith­
out hopes in the world,” are in real­
ity  the most useful members of so­
ciety, and are by no means the un­
happiest of their species.

W hy should they be unhappy  if 
their intentions are honest and 
their tim e is usefully spent? They 
are alive, and it is good to be alive. 
As
know th a t nothing which has once 
existed is annihilated; it m ust en­
dure in some form forever—and so 
they tru st themselves to N ature, 
which placed them here w ithout

hopes and fears thus excited have 
chilled and blighted the labors and 
the fruits of time.

Every sentient being m ust desire 
im m ortality; everyone of us hopes 
for endless reunion with kindred 
spirits beloved on earth , for oppor­
tun ity  to correct m istakes, to ex ­
plain m isunderstandings, to finish

Cats Knocked Out!

\\  a teh-C ats generally  undersell the  
stores, but since I am  giving my en tire  
a tten tion  to mail orders, I have facili­
ties to undersell the  best C atalogue 
Houses.

Com pare C arafu ll w ith  Latest 
1901 C atalogues.

Best Am erican w atches, 18 size in 2, 3 
or 4 ounce Silverine screw cases; "T re n ­
to n , '’ “ S ta n d a rd ”  or "C en tu ry  ” 7 
Jew els, $3.50. H am pden, $4.50; Elgin o r W a ith .,.,, »5; Itickford  11 Jew e l,. 
$o.50; 15 Jew els, $6.50; 17 Jew els ad­
justed , $9, Same, H am den, $10. Same 
E .gin or W altham , $11. Fine full ad­
justed , 17 Jew els, nickle, “ A ppleton, 
Tracy & C o.”  $10.50; “ B unn” $17 
O tto \Y e tts te in ,’’ “ New R ailw ay,” "B  

W. R aym ond,”  $19. 21 Jew els, ex tra
tine th ro u g h o u t; “ Jo h n  H ancock,” 
$20; “ Bunn Special,”  $22.50; "C res­
c e n tS tr  ”  $22; "O tto  W ettste in  Spec­
ial, " \ a n g u a r d ,” "Special R ailw ay,” 
or Elgin 149, 150 or 181, $25. "Special 
R ailw ay,” 23 Jew els, or "B unn  Special,”  
24 Jew els, $28.50.

The above in 4-ounce Silver case, 
$4.o0 e x tra ;  in 20-year gold filled, open 
face, $4 e x tra ;  25 year, $6.50 e x tra ; 20- 
year hun ting  case, $6.50 ex tra , or in 25- 
year hun ting  case, $8.50 ex tra .

All gold filled cases are a rtis tic  hand 
(based , accom panied by M fr.’s g u a ra n ­
tee and w atches kep t in order for one 
year.

O ther styles and solid gold equally  as 
reasonable. Correspond w ith me for 
any th ing  in the  Jew ele r’s Line and save

for a prospect after death , they " ^ yat X *,™  “¡^J “ ta
>w th a t nothing which has once ttl18 price-list. 1 pav f

Save
price-list. J pay freight.

O TTO  W E T T S T E IN .
Rochelle, III

00 Worth of

MAGAZINES
FREE I

“ S ecular S cience  ano 
Common S e n s e ” points 
the way to the goal of 
your am bition. A m aga­
sine of Advanced Free 

M . tu .  n  7 houir,lt. Liberal and 
Modern Ideas of Reform and Natural Law

their knowledge or desire, and will 
We found Mr. Rogers in his store continue its work in conformity 

where we had a very enjoyable with laws which they did not make 
visit and arranged for a lecture by and cannot a lter.
Prof. W akeman on his return . Dr. J The entire helplessness of m an in 
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for the Torch, and, all considered, 
readers will be spared a descrip- we felt well repaid for stopping, 
tion by me of tha t oft described and sorry we couldn’t stay longer, 
scenery. Mr. Godbe, the originator of
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