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The Liberal Nucleus.

In nearly every city or large town
in the United States there are a few
Liberals, buy rarely are they as-
This

1t

sociated in any way. 18 not

as it should be, and that i3 not
i8 shown by what ocearred to us at
Salt Lake City. Within an
a few Liberals were found.

evidently

hour
They
business

were men

character and influence, and had
with a Secular

It did not

and

hrff‘ll Clmlil’('[P(]
Union at that place.
take long to have a lecture a
proposed revival of the Union; but
as it could not be on a stop-over
ticket, Mr. Wakeman is to
to it on his return. Wherever any
Liberals, men and women, can be
found, get together as a lecture com-
mittee and see what can be done.

w
TRAVELS!

attend

BY PEARL W. GEER.

The pusher of the quill and the

keeper of the till for the Torch ut‘ll

Reason are out on a jambouree.
The American Secular Union and
Freethought Federation are going
to have one of those annual Con-
read €0 much about, and
and I are going to par-
the “gathering of the

gresses we
Wakeman
ticipate in
clams.”

Cincinnati is our destination,
but it being a long distance from
Silverton, we shall make many
stops before we get there. In fact
we have made several already, for
this is being written away out in
Utah as the train jolts and winds
along turough the Rockies in the
direction of Colorado Springs, our
next stop.

It was early Monday morning
when we left Silverton and our
friends at the L. U. O. and the de-
pot wished us “Bon Voyage!” At
portland we arranged for transpor-
tation and visited
friends, business houses and bhook

to Chicago
stores for a few hours. Dinner and
supper were relished and enjoyed
at the Bailey house, where, as usu-
al, we were given a glad welcome
with best wishes for a pleasant
journey and a safe return,

[t was night when we traveled
up the Columbia, so the Torch
readers will be spared a descrip-
tion by me of that oft described
scenery.

We awoke morning at
Meacham just in time to be allow-

next

ed twenty winutes to eat 75 cents
worth of breakfast.
ey’s worth and had five minutes to

I got my mon-

of

then sped
on across the valley and followed a
winding track

haulted a moment and

up the mountain
We were then in the Powder
at halted
at Baker City, the metropolis for

side,
River Valley and noon
the mining district of Eastern Ore-
the
valley and the towering mountains

gon. The trees and water in
near by make Baker City and im-
mediate surronndings more attrac-
tive than most of that section of

Oregon.

| At Huntington we for
dinner and had a very nice, but
short, visit with Mr. J. W. Thomas.
Mr. 7.

about

stopped

one of the Torch family,

imforms us that there are
forty Liberals at Huntington, and
Il certainly they ought to be associat-

ied together in an organization.
| After leaving Huntington we
crossed Snake River into Idaho
'and had the opportunity of view-
ling the Weiser, Payette and Mal-
‘hvur valleys before night overtook
|us. Then we glept through Idaho
rand into Utah, and arose next
morning ‘at An hour’s
(wait and an hour’s ride brought us
(to Salt Lake City, where we stop-
 ped for five hours to visit friends
!and see the city and the works of
'tne Mormons. We went into the
(great Tabernacle and heard the
the pipe organ to
We viewed the

Ogden,

‘man play on
(amuse the vigitors,

 side for they allow no one to enter
who is not a member,
(standing, of the Mormon church,

in goed

'and then you have to go into the |

“Endowment House” near by, re-
lieve yourself of all your eclothing,
|and then, robed in spotless white,
Eyr)u are allowed to enter the holy
‘temple. I do not believe 1 would
'have been permitted to enter under
!an_v condition, but if they had seen
' Wakeman as  “Jupiter
' Niveus” they couldn’t have denied
’ But we didn’t try,

costumed

| him entrance.
| We found Mr. Rogers in his store

\where we had a very enjoyable

visit and arranged for a lecture by |

Prof. Wakeman on his return. Dr.
'Chapman, Mr. Hjormstad, Mr,
LLawrence and Mr, Mason all do

business within a block’s distance
and they were all in favor of a lec-
Wea secured four subscribers
considered,

ture.
for the Toreh, and, all
we felt well repaid for stopping,
and sorry we couldn’t stay longer,
' Mr. Godbe, the originator of the
‘great “Godbe Movement” against
the Mormons, we did not see, but
were informed that he is always
on hand when there is work to be
done for the Liberal cause, and

' moved,

"comparatively emall
'dividuals who have
 selves entirely from spiritual tyr- |
‘anny, and are living (in Christian
‘parlance) “without God and with-
ll'l'emple from all sides but the in- |

'which

BY ELIZABETH E. EVANS,
the
old ideals have lost their influence,
and from all quarters

cry for a new religion.

The world is full of unrest:

the
And a new

comes

religion is prophesied and prom-
ised,

now being
ideas

of the)

Attemupts are even
mude to formulate modern
which each
several founders endeavors to hope |

into systems

may develop into the “Religion of
the Fuature.”

of these various
schemes is not here in place; for
|

A discussion

the present subject the only point |
of interest is the fact of the already |

widespread and rapidly-increasing |

more, forever.

|
|
[ |
|
|
1

i

But the shadow cannot
be turned back, and the (as yet)
number of in-
freed them-

out hopes in the world,” are in real-

\ity the most useful members of so-
‘ciety, and are by no means the un-

happiest of their species.
Why should they be unhappy if

'their intentions are honest and |
‘their time is usefully spent? They

are alive, and it is good to be alive.

'As for a prospect after death, they
know that nothing which has once |
existed is annihilated; it must en- |

dure in some form forever—and so
they trust themselves Nature,
placed
their knowledge or desire, and will
continue its work in conformity
with laws which they did not make
and cannot alter,

The entire helplessness of man in
view of death is his best preserva-
tive against fear,

In the meantime there is enough
to do. The evils which supersti-
tion has brought upon the race
mnust be counteracted and removed;
this world, until now so full of the
habitations of cruelty, must be-
come a haypy home for all man-
kind alike; knowledge, untram-
melled by prejudice must be in-
creased and spread abroad;. uni-
versal peace must guarantee uni-
versal progress, and unselfish love |

to

them here without:

perfect humanity; all philosophers
and sages and reformers have ut-
tered wise maxims for the conduct
of life; but superstition has always
added thereto the rewards and pun-
ishments of eternity, so that the
hopes and fears thus excited have
chilled and blignted the labors and
the fruite of time,.

Every sentient being must desire
immortality; everyone of us hopes
for endless reunion with kindred
spirits beloved on earth, for oppor-
tunity to correct mistakes, to ex-
plain misunderstandings, to finish

Cats Knocked Out!

Watch-Cats generally undersell the

| i - Al | stores, but since | am giving my entire
(conviction that Christianity has

'bad its day, and that ite san is set-
'ting, to rise no
| There are many who would fain
_:turn back the shadow upon this |
| dial of the world’s progress. KEven |
'with the evidence plain before their
(eyes, of the impotency of the re-
ligion of the Cross, they prognosti-
:cal-e the reign of anarchy as soon
as the restraints of religion are re- |

attention to mail orders, I have facili-
ties to undersell the best Catalogue
Houses,

Compare Car:full with Latest
1901 C italogues.

Best American watches, 18 size in 2, §
or 4 ounce Silverine screw cases: “Tren-
ton,” “‘Standard’’ or ‘““Century,” 7
i.]t-wvl.q. $3.50. Hampden, $4.50; Elgin
|or Waltham, $6; Rockford 11 Jewels,
| $0.50; 15 Jewels, $6.50; 17 Jewels ad-
| justed, $9, Same, Hamden, $10. Same
' E.gin or Waltham, $11. Fine full ad-
| justed, 17 Jewels, nickle, “Appleton,
| Tracy & Co.” $16.50; “Bunn”’ $17;
| ““Otto Wettstein,” “New Railway,” ‘B,
' W. Raymond,”” $19. 21 Jewels, extra
fine throughout; “John Hancock,”’
|$20; “Bunn Special,”’ $22.50; ‘‘Cres-
| cent Str.” $22; “Otto Wettstein Spec-
Hal,” “Vanguard,” “Special Railway,”’
“Special

Lor Elgin 149, 150 or 181, $25,
Special,”’

\ Railway,” 23 Jewels, or “Bunn
24 Jewels, $28.50.

The above in 4-ounce Silver case,
$4.50 extra; in 20-year gold filled, open
face, $4 extra; 25 year, $6.50 extra; 20-
year hunting case, $6.50 extra, or in 25-

| year hunting case, $8.50 extra.

All gold filled cases are artistic hand
chased, accompanied by Mfr.’s guaran-
tee and watches kept in order for one

year.
' Other styles and solid gold equally as
E reasonable, Correspond with me for

anything in the Jeweler’s Line and save
money.  Orders filled from any cata-
logue at prices quoted or less, Save
'this price-list. l‘pay freight,

OTTO WETTSTEIN.
Rochelle, |1,

00 Worth of

" MAGAZINES

“SECULAR SCIENCE AND
CoMMON SENSE" points
the way to the goal of
your ambition. A maga-
zine of Advanced Free
Thought, Liberal and
Modern Ideas of Reform and Natural Law,
Devoted to practical demonstrated truths.

Humaunity is undergoing important physical,
intellectual, and social changes. Progress de-
mands the rending of slavery’s chains. This
magazine is a stepping-stone to success in all
of life's undertakings, as it develops power of
intellectual perception so that latent and active
energy will be properly directed, insuring a
clear head in a sound body. Nothing like it or
half so good and practical. This rare treat sent
A whole year. together with samples of over 50
other valuable g)apern and magazines of $5.00
value, for only $1.00

Send at once as this offer is limited. Sample
copy with an interesting book of over 100 pages
free for 12 cents in s'amps., Address

SECULAR SCIENCE AND COMMON SENSE
P.E. 532 Atlas BIk, Chicago, IlI,
Six Tracts to Promote




