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lindependent people?
| facts which plainly say, yes! And
for the|
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The Foundations Broken Up.

OUR REPUBLIC ON TRIAL.

'which sum up thus:

'and make our

!
|
|
|

i mert thinkable myth:that man

was never free nor equal; that he
by ny

' Or a it witl 1lghts

that he had to fie hit for all the

rights he has, which, instead of be-

ing inalienable, are alwaysslipping

forced
“government,” the

away or being from
him. As to

very idea of it is the very

away

fitr[.l‘p-.i[r
i

of “consgent,” and that it has al-

ways originated, and has always
been continued ’t._\ force, etc., etce,,
to the end of that deistic dream.
The answer to all this apparent
truth is that Statesmen, like beav-
than [iu-".'

ers, often “build wiser

know:” that the conscious motives
:uul reasons ;1.--i;4nr»d for the C'J]-
lective conduct of people, are gen-
their

erally very far from being

complete or even their real ones;
evidently the case
Fathers,

The metaphysical deism they as-

and this was
with Jefferson and the
signed were but the drapery and
rhetoric of their main grounds pre-
gented in the rest of the documents
‘Is it not for
the interest of the Americans and
the world that they be a free and
We show the
respect”’

with a “decent

'| opinions of mankind we so declare,

appeal for moral,

material and military support!’

Their main motive was the duty |

The Great American Federal Re- | of looking out for the whole of the

public has only existed one hun-_
dred years: Will it be in exist-|
ence at the end of another century?
The auswer from the present out-
look is very doubtful.  The name |
may be continued, but where are|
the people who will or ¢an h"u.umin:
the reality? The question will |
press upon every one who readsthe
striking article on “The Passing of
National Rights,” on the first page
of this issue. We called attention
in the Torch of November 1st, to
“God, The Basis of
as presented by Dr. Lyman Abbott,
and its inevitable

against the Republic.

(Government”

consequences |
The Senti- 7

nel of Liberty of the same date dis- (¢

covered the same dangerous drift;
and the question is raised: what is
the nature of the difliculty, and
what is the remedy? The firstand |
main difficulty is that the old re- |

ligions, and the deistic basis upon

which the Declaration of Indepen- |
based |

dence and the Republic was
by Witherspoon, Jefferson and the |
Fathers, has, “in the course of |

events, became washed away. They |
must be replaced by a new founda- |
|

al ;

tion, or the polity based upon them
cannot much longer resist the new
and opposing conditions and forces.
Many a College boy is now proud of
showing, that every

the “Immortal
"

statement in
Declaration’s Pre-
amble,” is not only untrue, but is
exactly the reverse of the the truth:
It is now scientifically proved that
“created” at all;
and that a creator and creation

man was never

{It is the

American people and their success-

ors, that duty made the moral |

'right which the Declaration put it
into a political form; and the re-|
moral |

sult of the war made that
right a fact,
tional.
Now what was true of the Ameri- |
cans of 1776 is true of all peoples:
duty and therefore the
right of all members of a communi-

ty, on the ground of common inter- ‘

est and humanity, to respect and |
to look out for the life, liberty,

property and the chance for welfare |

and happiness of every other mem-
ber of the community by laws|
qually applicable to all. This duty |
and right was not imposed nor giv- |
en by any God or Creator, nor by
a Goddess “Nature.” It arises out |
of the racr, the actual NECEssITY,
which compells each to look nut
for others as the condition of his
own safety and welfare,
result from the social duties which
the common welfare of all imposes |
upon social animals. “Each, for All, |
All for Each” rqQuaLLy, is the nec-
essary condition of the welfare of

; for all have common needs, re-

'quiring equal protection, and equal |

laws, and as far as possible, equal
When we drop all
' Gods, Devils and Nature-Mythology

conditions.

Metaphysics, we land on the hard bound and compelled to use them ,tu some tax or fine.

bottom where the Fathers of our

Republic really stood. Human

necesgities make human duties, and
rights. The

they make human

is  best governinent is one that best

political and interna-

All rights i

t!’:l"-t'

\NEwers 1o 51“""““;.'_i"" "_\' '}J"

1f'l'i*“i

hest h-[‘fur!J,t!;\“»‘lI of the

' t e t b Omim 11

1’T ) [1AVE =eCUlt : Dy 21l I

1s the oomraon fact ind law vf

human ll"l'*'*"'ir‘\' and nature. 1.'1'\\“;

for the “benefit of the greatest

number,” or for “tne government,”

or for the “henefit of the governors”
will not do at all. . They are ruled
out by the said fundamental fact,
that the “All

ural or social

" has no actugzl, nat-

purposes or hunman

right or reason for its existence

excepl to protect and secure the

liberty and welfare of aci, and so

of all. No person, however hum-

ble or unfortunate, can he exclud

ed: for the all is not ALL unless it

includes EVERY EACH. Thus in

,u.“(\,i.,]n}_g-\ hlllllilll '___{u\'('!'lllllvl t ‘*Idllllr-’
[]I;n][ ][- oOwn ]ln“()!“ ot .‘*‘JL'IH.! nec-
There is not the

eesity. slightest

reason in the world for us to go|

slopping abgut in the muddy and
bloody pools of past Theologies and
eligions or the fanciful nature.—
Mythology
of metaphyesics to find some

abstractions or “prin-
ciples”
origin, sanction or excuse for gov-
order of
events cannot help but be. The vol-
cano or the polity
of an Indin tribe or of the United |

' States, exiat as correlative results |

ernment which in the

thunderstorm,

of their past, and the sanctioned |

'law of Gods or Devils are equally
'superfluous.

Nor is Social existence, order and

| .
| government a matter of contract or |

'of voluntary agreement, nor were
'they ever so “instituted”
men.
—that is a matter of social origin
and environment, the state of things
every  individual,
except in

lives but a short

They are a matter of status

'surrounding

“Man is not
Out of that he
}tnmx in order to die as a very weak
'and decrepid animal. When he is
born he is born as a human being,
a child, a citizen and a socius at
the same time. No will or
pact can make or prevent these re-
' lations, and their inevitable duties,
functmns obligations and con-
wawnlly their ricurs, for rights are
» conditions and priviliges nec-
'essary to enable him to perform
his duties. Rights and duties al-
\“ayq go together, for they are
'counterparts which beget each
other and are reciprocal.

The anarchist who argues that
'he is going to secede from these
social conditions and facts with
| their duties and rights might just
'as well talk of seceding from the
golar system, or veto the stellar
'motion of the sun,

society.”

com-

Our wills are the

these social facts and laws of na-

which we are enabled,

ture by

for the benefit of each and all, be-

canse for the common benelfit

natural selection operates, The
best government is the onein which
effect-

they are worked out most

among |

“predetermin- |
ed” comp'emert and supplement of |

ively., Our declaration and consti-

tut 1) '[I:l.]".‘fu;l'.‘ rlr__ph' SAVS that

Republican-Democratic mode

true and best one The iction f
the all rests upon and is the action
and sapport, and so the "l'l-:;ﬂ-!:{,"
of those who are sgerved by the
government, which rightfully exists
their
Noristhere

for no other parpose except
protection and service,
any great difliculty in aiding and
applying this natural, human and

necessary process of government.
The first consideration of the all is
to look for th

development and welfare of

¢ ii}Jt'rl}‘ and highest

every
“each.” This is doune for the child,
the young each, by the parents,
town school, the state and general
'all.  This is the governmental en-
which

and provides in the

| viroment naturally judges

order vamed,
so that the citizen will be able to
support each of the public functions
of the serving government as they
rise above each other from the
' hearth-stone to the mighty United
' States. That the laws by which
it'd('ll is protected in this growth of
education aud support shonld be
matter of
|course The best climate must be
‘eqular and regular to all kinds of

trcw or they could never know how

lequal follows as a

to grow, 8o equal and regular legal
‘climate and institutions is
'l.-‘ary in family,
and is secured by natural selection
for all kinds of people. The first
| necessity and

neces-

school and state.

function of
government is to secure the liberty

grand

land conditions for full develop-
'ment of each; for this equal, im-
partial and slowly improving laws
and conditions are so natural and
necessary, that nothing more is to
be said. The duty of the highest
development of each is at the same
time his liberty and fundamental
right: and that right, as Spencer
{ will say, is limited only to prevent
an encroachment of the equal
rights of another.

serious diffi-
culty in applyiug this natural rule
to holy days, as the Sentinel of
Liberty seems to suppose. For
all remnants of Despotisms,

Nor is there any

Theo-
cracies and Oligarchies are to be
abolished and swept out of the laws
of course.  Then public holidays
or rest days, may be declared by
the wish of the mass of the people,
as nonbusiness days, like Christ-
mas, New Years day and the glo-
ious Fourth, and Sunday. Only
' those large forms of business may
be restrained which compel a large
employment of others, as wholesale
merchants and manufacturers, or
which cause noise

or disturbance
lwhi('h may be a nuisance to others.
J These may need only to be subjected
Every one else
'might work, so as not to interfere
with others, on such holidays, if he
s0 wished. Thus the Hebrews and
Seventh day people might be hap-

py in a real Secular Republie.




