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lieauty, and should be a lesson, not them is the idea tha t only certain 
for a day, but forever. It has the scientists have “ the right to speak,”
health of an ocean breeze.

Mr. B land’s reply, “ Im m ortality
and unless they “affirm absolutely 
and conclusively” the laws of na-

and Deity,” is disappointing, for he ture they discover and their conse- 
showHthey have no real existence, quences, nothing but an “ improba- 
as my questions intim ated; and his b ility” or “ seeming im possibility” 
final disposal of them and me as arises from the discovery! To a 
“careless, superficial and self-con- scientist, the discovery of a fact or 
ceited,” while he inconsistently pats law of nature makes it absolute and 
me on the head as “ well-inten- conclusive at once; for him to “af- 
tioned,” shows tha t spiritual pride firm” it to be such, would be to 
and confusion of intellect are both make himself ridiculous. This no-
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unfavorable to sincere politeness.
But although our reverend friend’s 

“ Im m ortality  and Deity” are airy 
nothings, to which no “ local habi­
tation and nam e” cau be given, yet, 
like many evil im aginations, they 
are exceedingly dangerous to thous­
ands who are rubbing their eye» in 
semi-religious twi-light. Let us then 
try  to answer those unanswered 
questions, and so shoo those ghostly 
spooks back into the “ vasty deep” 
of nothingness from which our 
friend called them.

I .  IM AGINARY IM M ORTALITY.

The danger and difficulty was, 
th a t in the guise of “The Gospel of 
Evolution,” in its first part an ex ­
tremely good and able work, he had 
gone on to break down the barriers 
which Science had raised against 
the old “ Deity and Im m ortality”— 
their consequent gods and devils, 
heavens and hells. This he did by 
throwing doubt over th e  certainty 
and conclusiveness of the facts, 
laws and results of Science, es­
pecially in Biology. He had ably 
proved th a t life and consciousness 
are the correlate resultants of n a ­
tu ral processes which accompany 
and produce them , and that they 
end when those producing processes 
cease to exist. So far, well! But 
then he adds, Science does not say 
so “ absolutely and conclusively.” 
And now in his reply he repeats 
the same inconsistency, thus:

“ I illu stra te  from the im possibil­
ity of producing sound in a vacuum 
and from the improbability of a 
mosquito’s surviving its body’s 
death, the seeming im possibility 
and im probability of m an’s post 
mortem survival; and in thus do­
ing, I go as far as Spencer, H ux­
ley, Haeckel, Tyndall and other 
scientific men who have the right 
to speak, have gone, for none of 
these “ absolutely and conclusively” 
affirm th a t m an’s conscious ex ist­
ence ends with his body’s death, 
tha t being an assertion which 
the facts—alm ost overwhelm ingly 
strong as they are—yet do not war­
rant. And they do not w arrant it, 
as I hinted, if for no other reason,

tion, also, tha t only some people 
have the “ right to speak,” and that 
they m ust “affirm” to make any­
thing absolute and conclusive, is 
am usingly theological. The m eth­
ods of Science bring a different air. 
He seems to m istake a discovery 
for a “ revelation.” But the serious 
m atter is, that those capitalized 
words show that our reverend 
friend has really no confidence in 
the constancy and validity of the 
facts, laws and results of N atural 
Science, except as he invents a 
“Deity” back of them.

This view, his definition of Evo­
lution and Deity will confirm later. 
But look at these quoted words now: 
“ The production of sound in a 
vacuum ,” lie says, “ is an impossi­
bility .” But win ? Because the 
vibrations of air (which are sound) 
cannot be where air is not. Vet, in 
the same sentence, he says tha t a 
mosquito’s (or m an’s) survival of 
its body’s death is only an “ im­
probability” or “seeming impossi­
b ility .” But why not an actual im­
possibility, as in the case of the 
sound? The consciousness of the 
mosquito he had proved to be only 
the continuous correlate and re­
su ltan t of the vibrations and 
changes of its body. Why, then, 
is not the law of nature equally de­
cisive against the sound in the 
vacuum ami the consciousness and 
song of the mosquito? Our rever- j 
end friend answers, “ because our ! 
scientific knowledge of man and the 
universe is by no means co-exten- 
sive with the actualities and possi­
bilities of either,” and so the sound 
in the vacuum must gn out, and 
the soul and song of the mosquito 
may go eternally  on I Why in one 
case and not the other? consistency 
asks. But Science won’t wait for a 

( reply, hut says at once that the 
laws of nature are invariable and 
decisive in both cases and in every 
case, “ absolutely and conclusively,” 
a-vl for all time; and that what we 
may hereafter know can only be an 
extension and confirmance of what 
we do now* know, which can never 
he changed nor overthrown. W hat, 
then, are our friends’ “actualities
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because our scientific knowledge of and possibilities,” which may eri- 
man and the universe is by no able the sound to go on in the 
means co-extensivb with the vacuum and the mosquito’s soul to 
actualities and possibilities of Pjng on in ¡i^aven after their pro- 
either.” ducing correlates have wholly

Our capitalized words show some ceased to exist? W hy, evidently 
of the fresh notions of science in they are the sheerest figments of 
the above quotation, but perhaps

T he LIBERAL 
UNIVERSITY

S ILV E R TO N , OREGON.
Founded on Science and H u ­

m an ity . The Only In stitu tion  
of th e  K ind. W rite for An­
nouncem ents. T h e  T o rch  o f  

- /  R e aso n  is a  weekly journal of ¿X) 
° Progressive, Moral Secularism . 2*; 

Sam ple copy free. •J
the most fresh and innocent of C ontinued on 5th page. . •

Six Tracts to Promote

S cientific  W isdom
In Place of C h r is tia n ity :

1 Can Sins be Forgiven?
2 Does Christianity or Science Promote Civil­

ization?
3 Is Religion or Science More Reliable?
4 Evolution and Comparison of Religions.
5 Does Belief in Miracles Benefit?
6 Immortality or Annihilation?

JU S T  T H E  T H IN G
to hand to your C h ristian  friends. Send 

2 cen ts for 6, or 6 cents for 25 trac ts , 
to  E liza Mowry B liven , Brook­

lyn , C onn ., or semi 10 cen ts 
for 50, e ith e r  kind or as­

sorted k inds, to

T H E  L IB E R A L  U N IV E R S IT Y
Silverton, Oregon.

shoubf.be

