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Heard From  The P u lp it. sun. “ It is easv enough 
God when everythin^ is* c'
provided one does not do 
thinking.

But ah! when things are going

E ditor T o r c h  of R eason:
In  reviewing a bunch of old 

papers, I find in the Oregonian of 
April 9th, an extract from a sermon wrong, it is quite a different thing,
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of Dr. Edgar P. H ill, delivered at for here is where people begin 
the First I resbyterian ( hurch of thinking. People with whom every* 
lo rtla n d , taking for his text, He- thing is lovely, whose sky h;is never 
brews x., 35: ‘'Cast not away, there- been darkened by affliction, who, 
fore, your confidence, which hath as Me. Hill pictures them, are 
great recompense of rew ard.” This “ wrapt in blissful ignorance of the 
sermon has a peculiarity common shams, the falsehoods and the cor- 
to nearly all, if not quite all, that ruptions which surge up to their 
we hear from the pulp it—the at- very door,’’ must of necessity be of 
tem pt to induce people to believe the backwoods type, who have very 
by playing on their im agination, lit tie dealing with the outside world,
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and the utter failure to produce a 
single tenable reason for such be­
lief. I quote here a part of the 
extract:

“ I t  is easy enough to trust God 
when everything is lovely. I t  is a 
very different thing to trust him 
when things are going wTong. Many 
a person is an optimist, and glibly 
talks of the beautiful world in 
which he lives, simply because he 
is ignorant of the shams, the false­
hoods and the corruptions which 
surge up to his very door. Here is 
a woman who is aside from the roar 
and struggle of trade. Her beauti­
ful home is like a castle, whose 
walls beat back the vulgar speech 
and the angry words of men, as 
she sits at her blazing hearth fire 
She talks hopefully of the great 
world without, of its philan thro  
pies, its scholars, its high ideals. 
But here is a man who is brought 
daily in touch with those whose 
aim s are low. He kuows how 
men deceive, and compromise, 
and spend their leisure nours. He 
has been cheated by those whom 
he trusted, and disappointed in 
those whom he respected. Now, in 
the face of such things, if a person 
cau keep hopeful, and calm, and 
sweet, he must have an outlook 
such as the Prophet of Dothan had, 
when, beyond the arm y of the 
Syrians, he saw the shining char­
iots of the hosts of God. One offers 
with ready tongue his prayer of 
thanksgiving, praising God for his 
loving care. An affliction has never 
darkened his sky. Auother offers 
his prayer. He has been stripped 
of worldly goods; misfortune has 
followed him like a Nemesis. One 
by one bis dear ones have been 
called to the home on high. 
Perhaps a child is worse than dead.
If  th a t man can offer the prayer, 
“O God, thou art good, and thy

and as such must readily be ex­
cused for their faith and trust in a 
mythical Saviour, whose divinity is 
based solely on a dream. But to C u O T H  E D IT IO N S .
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fortune, take3 their dear ones from
them one by one and allows some 
of their children to become worse 
than dead, and all this despite 
their earnest pleadings for mercy.
And then, in the face of all this, if 
a man can say, “O God, thou art
good and thy mercy endureth for- ....... - -
ever,” he must undoubtedly have "
great confidence; hut reason asks, M esher’s Superstition in all Ages. Portiait. 1 oo 
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Is not his confidence sadly mis 
placed?”.

F urther on, Mr. Hill asks, 
“ W hat is the sufficient ground for 
a m an’s confidence in God?” Ahi 
how I wish he had answered th a t
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says, “ but they ought to be,” but 
gives no reason why they ought. 
Sermons of this character are be­
ing preached continually, adm on­
ishing people to not, for any rea­
son give up their confidence in 
God, Christ and the Bible, hut all 
fail alike to give any sufficient rea­
son for placing confidence in them.

It is time for m inisters to change 
their tactics, lay aside their elo­
quence and picture painting and 
produce their reasons for this confi­
dence. If  a doctrine will not stand 
the test of reason, it would be bet­
ter to abandon it. If it will stand 
the test, it is not debased, but ex-
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mercy endureth forever,” he is altpff and established by such a
holding tight that confidence which 
has great recompense of reward.

W hat a beautiful picture this

test. We are now living in an age 
of reason. The Pharisees of old 
sought a sign. We, the people of

would be if it was only finished off today, seek a reason. In case none 
with a touch of reason! Mr. H ill is produced, we can come to but 
has played freely with colors, but one conclusion, that no reasonable 
they are poorly mixed. He neg­
lected to size his cloth before pu t­
ting on the colors, and when 
brought under the bright light of 
reason, they fade away like snow­
flakes under the glare of a sum m er

reason is known to exist.
R. L H ickman.

Sisters, Ore.

You should have a copy of the 
Torch of Reason Song Book, No. . 
They are only 10 cents each.
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