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Heard From The Pulpit.

| R
| reviewing a bunch of ld
paperg, I find in the Oregonian of

April 9th, an extract from a sermon
Dr. Edgar P. Hill, delivered at
the First Presbyterian Chureh of

of

Portland, taking for his text, He-

brews x., 35: “Cast not awavy. thers

fore, your counfidence, which hath
great recompense of reward.” This
sermon has a peculiarity common
| - 4 -4 1 1
to nearly all, if not quite all, that
we hear from the puiilit the at-

tempt to induce lwuijli' to believe
by playing on their imagination,
and the utter failure to produce a
single tenable reason for such be-
lief. I quote here a part of the
extract:

“It is easy enough to trust God
when everything is lovely. It is a
very different thing to trust hin
when things are going wrong. Many
a person 18 an optimist, and glibly
talks of the
which he lives, simply because he

beautiful world in
18 ignorant of the shams, the false- |
hoods and the corruptions which
surge up to his very door. Here is
a woman who is aside from the roar
and struggle of trade. Her beauti-
ful
walls beat back the vulgar speech |

home is like a castle, whose

and the angry words of men, as|
she sits at her blazing hearth fire, |
She talks hopefully of the great |
world without, of its philanthro- |
pies, its scholars, its high ideals, |
But here is a man who is hl‘“ll;_']lli
daily in touch with those whose
He

and

aims are low. knows how

men deceive, cmnprnmise,i
and spend their leisure nours. He |
has been cheated by those whom |
he trusted, and disappointed ini
those whom he respected. Now, in |
the face of such things, if a person |
can keep hopeful, and calm, and
sweet, he must have an nutl(mki
such as the Prophet of Dothan hml,i
the of the|

Syrians, he saw the shining char-|

when, beyond army

iots of the hosts of God. One offers |
with ready tongue his prayer (;f1i
thanksgiving, praising God for his |
loving care. An affliction has never |
darkened his sky. Another offers
his prayer. He has been stripped
of worldly goods; misfortune has
followed him like a Nemesis,
by one his dear ones have been
called to the
Perhaps a child is worse than dead.
[f that man can offer the
“O God, thou art good, and thy
mercy endureth 4
holding tight that confidence which
has great recompense of reward.
What a beautiful picture this
would be if it was only finished off
with a touch of reason! Mr, Hill
has played freely with colors, but

One

home on high.

prayer,

forever, he is

they are poorly mixed, He neg-
lected to size his cloth before put-
ting on the when
brought under the bright light of
reason, they fade away like snow-
flakes under the glare of a summer |

(_‘1!}1}[“"’ .'l!lll

'a man’s confidence in God?”

S “It is easy 1o h ) trus
S ¥y vely
Vide s r 3 own
INKIng
But a when things are L{-]i}‘g
wrong, it is quite a different thing,
for here is where people  begin
hinking. People with whom every-
thing |s .-"{t','_\', whose sky has never
been darkened by aftliction, who,

13 Mr, Hill pictures them, are

“wrapt 1o blissful ignorance of the

“El.'i.ll,"'. II[H' frl!."‘l‘}]u_llrti;-i ;llj.li T]']" cor-

ruptions which surge up to their

very i '-.'“‘ Mnust of I!r-l.'t=.~~il\' ilt' llf

the }r.u',.\\'u.ui.‘ I\.l"‘* who j““-,. very

little dealing with the outside world,
and as such must readily be ex-
cused for their faith and trust in a

Ill_\ {}if{_‘;tj f'"w!\'itllll‘. W]'ul-r' l]i\'illi[_\" i-“
But to
all reasoning, thinking people it

based solely on a dream.
will always be a mystery that in-
telligent people, making even a pre-
to

ac-

be satisfied
(vrod

tense at reason, ran

trust and praise a who,

cording to their own doctrine, per-

isecutes them unceasingly, heaping

affliction upon them, allows thém
to be cheated,disappointed, stripped

of worldly goods, followed by mis-

fortune, takes their dear ones from

them one by one and allows some
to become worse
this
their earnest pleadings for mercy,

And then, in the face of all this, if

of their children

than dead, and all despite

a man can say, “O God, thou art
good and thy mercy endureth for-
ever,” he must undoubtedly hzve
great confidence; but reason asks,
“Is not his confidence sadly mis-
placed?”.

Further Mr. Hill
“What is the sufficient ground for
Ah!
how I wish he had answered that
but

on, asks,

question; he leaves it unan-

swered. Again, in speaking of
those who are not afraid to die, he
says, “but they ought to be,” but

'gives no reason why they ought.

Sermons of this character are be- |

ing preached continually, admon-

'ishing people to not, for any rea-

son give up their coonfidence in
God, Christ and the

fail alike to give any sufficient rea-

'son for placing confidence in them,

It is time for ministers to change

'their tactics, lay aside their elo-|

quence and picture painting and'
produce their reasons for this confi- |

dence, If a doctrine will not atand |

‘the test of reason, it would be bet-

If it will stand
the test, it is nct debased, but ex-|

|
alted and established by such a
test.

of reason.

ter to abandon it,

We are now living in an age |
The Pharisees of ul{lf'

We, the people of|
|

sought a sign,
In case none
hut!
one conclusion, that no reasonable
reason is known to exist.

R. L. HiokMAN.

today, seek a reason.

i8 produced, we can come to

Sisterg, Ore.

You should have a copy of the
Toreh of Reason Song Book, No. .

They are only 10 cents each. .

| Reade’s ‘Winwood) Martyrdom of Man....... 1

Bible, but all| -

| Bpencer’s Data of Etliics

| Bchopenhauer’s Essays

M.

_——— e —

300 (1900

[Library of Liberal Classics.

Fac-simile of

the Famous

LIBRARY OF
LIBERAL CLASSICS.

CLOTH EDITIONS.

the Cloth Edi*ions of Fac-simile of the Illuminated Paper

- -

Covers of the

LIBRARY OF
LIBERAL CLASSICS

AP . =

h

=

MNOSVIM A0 <AV, S, AN, s
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p:”?:ﬁ'?,' i i: : ,:,. ;m 'LETEVM“_’O"“.' | Paine’s Common Sense...... NI I .. 5
Paine’s Theoloaical Works 1vol |  Finest | l‘ngnc:s e L OARAI Y R R ]
Paine’s Miscellancous Works. 1 ml‘ | ﬂlyaqaud I’a;ne D UFIBID:..cooni sennnnssansesss ssessssssesane seusnseres ]
Paine’s Life. By Cli» Rickman | [Edikion, | Paine's Religious & Theolo ical Works. Ills &0

and the editor of The Vation- Bozed. Paine’s Principal Political Works. Illus...... 30
al. Profusely illustraied. 1vol, | 5 vol $5.00  “aine 8 Life. ['mmu‘el_\' fllustrated..........;.... @
Paine’s Age of Reason. g | Yolney’s Ruins of Empires. Illustrated.. 60
Paine’s RIhis of Mam " sessnecncees sq tonsscau’s Vicar of Savoy, and A Search for @
Paine’s ('rﬁ-is .‘.‘“ IS S i % | Truth, by Olive Schreiner.......................
I:m_lue:s [:lft_', by ed .I\'rm'urmf.‘ Prn.fusel_v illus. ¥ | {I(;:’lqi:e::l;,‘; ;:r].‘;,:g(;(?g;]trn‘:h)\en ---- Portrait z
l?i:’f:,:;,’;‘if}'if& Ii'.g‘;;.,i:;‘;l‘f""’ Rickman and 1 00| Nedlier's (‘Hm'nbr nnd 'rllrrmlirn!.l. Portrait 50
Paine’s Principal Political Workes. oy ' Dickens’ Sunday Under Three Heads. Illus. %
ine’s Political Werks fy, ores, (1 vol)... 1 8 puiver's History of & False Religion. Illus. %
}'m_ne‘s Political Works, Complete, (2 vols.).. 2 00 Talleyrand'’s l;et%er to the Pope . Portrait.. %6
g?t',;;g;.ff,';f;g;'; Lo & “t?"“?f‘c‘lm“"""“- 3 Gibbon’s Birth and Character of Mahomet.. 18
i 's H ristianity. s § Higgins'’ Horm Sabbaticse ................o...o.
Gibbon’s Birth and Character of Mahomet.. 5 m:.ging- Apology for Mahomet, the Illas. 25
Reasons for Unbelief. By Louis Viardot...... ]
Father Tom and the Pope at the Vatican,...... ]

Voltaire's Romances. Illustrated................. 180
Essays and Criticisms. Profusely illus. 1 50

Rousseau’s Vicar of Savoy. Portrait. = Cloth 50

Rousseau’s Social Contract. Portrait...... ...

76
Meslier’s Superstition in all Ages, Portrait. 1 00
WMedlier's Glaube und Vernunft, Portrait 1 00
Volney’s Ruins of Empires, Illustrated......
Volney’s New Researches in Ancient History 1

Hmckel’'s Visit to Ceylon. Portrait...... .......
Dickens’ Sunday Under Three Feads. MMus,
Higgins’ Hore Sabb.tice ot ol b
Higgins’ Apology for Mgzhomet, the Illus.
Biuchner’s Force and Mucter. Portrait : B
Biichner’s Man in Fast, Present and Future. 1
Rochefoucauld’'s Mor:] Maxims.. -
Comte’s Positive Philc:ophy. Portrait....
Goodloe’s Birth of the Kepublic. Portrait..
Saltus’ Anatomy of Negation. .. ...............
Saltus’ l'hilns‘-ph;.' of Disenchantment........
Fawcett’'s Agnosticism, s Al
Bulwer’s History of a i'alse Religion
Talleyrand’s Letter to the Pope. FPortrait...
Reasons for Unbelief, Bv Lcuis Viardot......
Father Tom and the Pop - at the Vatican......
Ingersoll’s Lectures, vol. I, cloth,.................
-~ ” vel. 1, iull sheep.........
vol. 1, half moroceo.....
( Second volume in preparation.)
Ingersoll’s Prose Poems. Fortrait
o - Cheaper Edition.,
—Gods and other Lectures............
-(ihosts and othér Lectures.........
Some Mistakes of Moses..............
— I nterviews on Talmage...............
——————VField-Ingersoll Discussion..........
Ing rs~ll-Gladstone Controversy
The Christinn Religion
Patriotic Addresses...... .........
Shakespcare, a Lecture. Portrait,
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Renan’s Life of .csus Cloth e —— Field-Ingersoll Discussion.............
Davidson’s Canon «1 the Bible. .. sasiviin sii '3 ~—————— Ingersoll-Gladstone Controversy...
Apocryphal New Testan ent bt ~—ewThe Christian Religion.................
Morehouse’s Wilderness of Worlds. Illus.... 1 e Foundations of Faith. ........ocovvvenes
Taber’s Faith or Fact . b buite bidonddaduiss 1 -—— How to Reform Mankind..............
Keeler’s Short History of the Bible... : ——— Essays and Criticisms............coeee
Carlyle’s French Revolution.................csue.... g waniitines SR ruth, & Lecture..............cc... L
Bpencer's First l’l"lllt‘lia.th' ......... ———ee Crimes Against Criminals............

3 FEducation..........
Darwin’s Descent of Man ......
Darwin’s Origin of Species. ... ...,
Proctor’s Other Worlds than ours......... . .
Kingsley's Hypatia .

O'Meara’s Napoleon, 2 vr.n-l.., lmiédl Illul 200

Las Casas Napoleon, 1 vols., Boxed Illus,.. 8 00

Cobbett’s English Grammar.......................... 1 00

Macauley's Lays of Ancient Rome. Illus..... 3 50
} Shakespeare Portrayed by Himself................ 100

OLD SPANISH ROMANCES.
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Azarillo de Tormes, 2 vols.........

APROROER 1 YOL.........ccco...onspiviscess 43 Etchings,

Bachelor of Salamanca, 1 vol.. orown Sve,

o f
Vanillo Gonzales, or the Me cloth.
Bachelor, 1 vol., m I Bozxed $18.00
Adventures of Giil Blas, 8 vols......
The Same 12 vols,, Haif ¢ alf, Boxed
Don Quixote, 4 vols., with Pftchinp, Boxed..
Adventures of Gil Blas, 8 vols., “ w.. «8

POPULAR CLOTH EDITIONS.

Adventures of Gil Blas, 3 vols. Ilustrated.. $3

= - “ " “ Popular edition 1

or the Devil on Two Sticks. Illus. 1
Bachelor of Salamanca. [llustrated........

Vanillo Gonzales, or Merry Bachelor. Ilus 1

Don Quixote, 4 volumes in i. [lustrated...... 1
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Voltaire's Zadig, or Fate; and The White
Bull, a Satirical BERROD... 500600
The Sage and the Atheist; also The
Princess of Babylon.............cc.........
f —— The Man of Forty Crowns; and The

Huron, or, Pupil of Nature...........
| =—— Micromegas; The World as it Goes ;

L. Plato’s Dream ; Jeannot & Colin, ete. 9
| Yoltaire’s Romances, containing the above 4
: books in one vol. Profusely illustrated. §1 00
Letters on the Christian Religion...... 28
— Phi!umphi: OF - ERNDRE .. .keeopsopemsompmitedin 2
| ——— Ignorant Philosopher........cccccccourrrnnnns ° b
| ——— Chinese Catechism...............cconrivvvinne. @ 88
| Voltaire’s Essays and Criticisms contains the
| above 4 books, profusely illustrated.. ..... 100
Renan’s Life of Jesus. Illustrated............... 50
|S3chopenhauer’s Wisdom of Life. Portrait..,
~——Counsels and Maxims.......... pliitiied shiiipa 2
—— Religion : a Dialogue & Other Essays.. 128
——— The Art of Literature..................cen..... B
~—— Studies in Pessimism.................... 25
Giabrielle’s Life and Immortality of Man..... 50
Davidson’s Canon of the Bible................ 50
Darwin’s Origin of Species..............cco.ccvvvvnns
Hypatia. By Charles Kingsley..................... B0
Bacon’s Paradoxes. Portrait 10

The Scientific Religion By Maniel Sands...

Ingersoll’s Controverll: & Christmas Sermon
— (jod= and other Lectures

Githosts and other Lectures.............

Some Mistakes of Moses... .............

Interviews on Talmage. ................

e Whiat Must we do to be Saved?......
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—— —— Man, Woman and Child. Portrait.

Shakes e, & Lecture. Portrait,

About the Holy Bible, a Lecture...

Voltaire, a Lecture. Portrait........

e Abraham Lincoln, a Lecture. Por.
——— Which Way? A Lecture...............
- Myths and Miracles. A Lecture...
Patriotic Addresses.
- Some Reasons Why..............ccoureses
- Why [ am an Agnostic..................
— Rome or Reason ?
- Superstition.
-~ On the Devil.
— Thanksgiving Sermon..................
~—e e Vindication of Thomas Paine.......
e [8 Suicide a 8InTY....... covvvr rrrrerenns
— To the Clergy
e SOMBEVIBRAIIRY ... . cconvesssrsesessosssssossonbe
~—— Liberty in Literature.....................
ol LR e IR
Limitations of Toleration ...............
sands’ Discourse About Immortality............
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.................................
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Keeler’'s Short History of the Bible...... ........

Gardener's Men, Women and Gods. ........ ...

Asmodeus, or the Devil on Two Sticks. Illus.

Bachelor of Salamanca. [llustrated............
Vanillo Gonzales, or the Merry Bachelor. Ills,
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