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A Christian Lady’s Criticism of
Robert (. Ingersoll, and
Our Answer.

Eprror TorcH oF REAsoN:
“The King of Death,” by R.
Imisnomer, as, ac-

(s,
Iugr-rsnll, i a
cording to the sense of the article,
the title should have been, not the|
Ruler, but the of |
Death.” As the wife of an old
friend of Mr. |
Geo. E. Spencer, ,U. 8. Senator |
from Alabama, I have frequently,
at
with Mr. Ingersoll, not because I

“Conqueror

Ingersoll’s --an.f

his social receptions, debated

wished to differ from him, but be- |
cause, in ethics, as well as in re-
that Mr.
Ingersoll’s premise was, according |

ligions ideas, I believe
to accepted standards, wrong.

As the widow of Gen. Spencer, I|
find myself again confronted by an

incorrect premise of the materially |
dead R. G. Ingersoll; for while, ac-
cording to my ideas, if spirit exists,
it finds its expression in form—
matter—and I am unable to sub-
stantiate what species of matter
follows the changing of this earthly
physical form, I must, for the sake
of convenience, accept the term,
the material death or change of R.
G. Ingersoll.

Asking pardon for this prelude,
permit me to take up the printed
thoughts of Mr. Ingersoll, which,
well worded, as were his usual
thoughts, have not yet changed
their material form.

. Christ never claimed the do-
ing of miracles. His assertion was,
“I come to establish the law.” He
was too just to have accepted, had
the offering been made, the suspen-
sion in his favor of any law, and
far too intelligent to have believed
that any law of any well-regulated
machine could be, by any machin-
ist, for an instant suspended with-
out disturbing, not ounly the har-
monious working of that machine,
but also disturbing the machine it-
self. Therefore, he worked with
the laws, not agaiust them. That
he cared the sick and performed
the various acts attributed to him,
must have truth—fact—as the
basis of such acts, is more proven
than any facts of or in any other
historical record. For, despite the
terrible crimes committed by unin-
telligence under the name of Chris-

| means?

tianity, and following the leader-

ship of the various Christian sects, |

Christianity and belief in Christ

have lived., While the various
other religious

their various other religions, whilei
the believers therein may numberli

more than the Christians, yet when |

brought in contact with the Chris-|

r
tian (so-called) countries and laws, |
finding themselves opposed to au |

average higher intelligence, are
generally influenced by this intelli-
gence, only the higher surmounts

the lower.

teachers, holding
their followers who claim wonder- | wrote the account of his life and |
ful deeds as the corner-stones off:

uch

Christ did not

M as the Cosmist declares

¢x1gt, that the ac-
cepted date of his birth ie the ac-
of the governing
countries of a world, is an argu-
ment which needs
the fact.

cepted dating
slatement
That Christ
worshipped, imitated,
millions of men’s lives attest. His
mission was the con-

no
other than
s loved,
self-named
quering of death as it refers to a
Lettering of life, and his greatest
commandment, “Thou shalt love
the Lord thy God with thy whole
heart,” etc., was immediately de-
fined by “the second is like unto
the first—and thy neighbor as thy-
self.” This was part and parcel of the
practical morality, the intelligent
the
that ever sought to raise mankind.

For who knows what love of God
But all know the regard

ministry, of greatest teacher

for one’s own comfort, the effort fur,

oue’s own advance, the protection
of life
which come under the

one’s own

ture of instinct, 8o inherent is this
—the love of self;

command, “Loye thy neighbor as |

thyself.”
Immperfectly, with
many discouragements and much

persistently,

failure, still persistently is man
striving for the betterment of self,
which attaining, becomes
terment of all
acceptance of the brotherhood of
man. In this weak, faulty effort
i8 the worship of that Christ whose
character made historians like Jo-
sephus and Renan single out his
life for their highest homage.
A believer in Jesus Christ,
Mgs. GeorGE E. SPENCER.
OUR ANSWER,

With due respect for the Christ-
ian lady, whose real acquaintance
with modern raviors like Robert G.
Ingersoll, saves her from more than
her imaginary acquaintance with a
Jew who is supposed to have lived
some two thousand years ago, we
kindly offer her a few suggestions re-
lative to her ideas of the above-men-
tioned saviors. We think that Mr.
Ingersoll’s name for Jesus, “King of
Death,” is better than “Conqueror
of Death,” for, while Jesus rules
guite a kingdom of subjects who
are ‘““‘over there” in thought instead
of using their mental force here
where it is needed, he never con-
quered death in any way.
priests, years after Christ is sup-
posed to have lived (even taking
Christian statistics as evidence)
teachings; and ifanyone will think,
he or she will not fail to see that
Christ himeseif had but very little
to do with the acts or doctrines at-
tributed to him. They were taken
from other older religious teachings,
put into Christ’s dead mouth and
have been used by the priests to
keep up their confidence game ever
since.

Our friend says that Christ claim-

and property, |
nomencla- |

therefore the !

bcL-|
the world and the-'

The

was 1 18t for s
v

ed R0 and &« . LAl }n-' Bal
that he

}111'\ H] ell we consider the accoun

O and
and

as priests’ stories, the whole thing
loses its reality, the whole scheme
of ralvation drops to pieces and we
liegin to look for Bunwl}lil]g better,
In regard to his curing the sick and

performing the other acts attributed |

to him, there i not the slightest
proof,

Religious traditions are not con-
sidered authentic history by modern
historians. If Bancroft would give
the traditions of the races of men as
real history, he wonld be ignored by
every intelligent in the
That such a people-as the

student
world.
Mormons exist and that one Jt)h‘l'ph

) b I
Smith was a leader among them at |

That he
was mobbed and believed to be a

one time is good history.

great prophet by thousands of peo-
ple, can be easily believed; but that
' he found such plates of gold as his
he did; that he
performed wonderful miracles; that

followers claimed

| God revealed to him that polygamy
is the proper thing, ete., etc., is too
absurd to entertain, and is not con-
(sidered good historv, excepting by
the religious fanatics—his followers.
' The fact that belief in Joseph Smith
!has lived ig no proof that Mormon-
iiHlIl 18 really true. And so it ig
with Christ and Cbristianity. That
many men for many years believed
'in witcheraft is a fact, but there
The
Christ as a divine being does not
even prove that he ever existed.

are no witches, belief in

And again, we must pever forget
that it pleased the great rulers, who
fo the early days accepted this
“religion of love,” () force this be-
lief upon the doubters and their
innocent babes, by the cruel agen-
cies of dungeon, rack and fire,

To be sure, when lowly people
come in contact with our *“Chris-
tian their own crude
superstitions are often laid aside,
and by the great infiuence oi Secu-
[larism, which 1s in our country in
spite of its superstitions, they are
| broadened—raised to a higher
'plane of life. They do not neces-
fsarily become Christians, however,
jin this their passage from darkness
‘to light. The Religion of Science
‘and Humanity does it all. Chris-
tianity, urging the “snake
;eturieu” onto the poor heathen,
‘only hinders his progress, but, of
course, whether he ever believes
the old stuff or vot, Christianity
always takes the credit for his eivi-
lization,

We

nations,”

in

have not always

in our dating.

upon the world wurder severe
now use the burning
Bruno as their starting point, but
that does not prove that Bruno was

divine.

lariste

Jesus may have been a great

teacher for his time, but the words
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taken
Christ’s birth as a starting point|
That was forced |
3¢
penalty by a Christian raler. Secu-
of

RIGHT
LIVING

. IS A BOOK OF ...
) Sixty
3 Excellent
'  Chapters

On the following and
kindred Suhjects :

Self Control

Self Respect
What is Morality?
What is lgnorance
Fraud a Crime
Habit, 2nd Nature
Politeness
Wisdom

Etc, etc., etc.

One of these chapters is
Worth more to

Young and old than the
Price of the book.

. . IT SHOULD BE IN ..
EVERY HOME!
Send §1.09 andreceive s

bound copy, post paid.
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S6ON

OREGON,

Carpenters and Joiners, for mortising,
such as letting in locks, as it takes the
place of chisel and gouge; to

Cabinet Makers, for inlaid work, dow-

elling, patching, removing splits and
knots. In fact, no

Wagon or Pattern Maker manufactuy-
er of pianos, organs, sewing machines,
agricultural implements, sash, blinds,
furniture, nor

Any Other Woodworker, should be
without it,

AS A MACHINE BIT IT IS UNEQUALED.

It is the only round bit in the world
that will bore a SQUARE HOLE
and do all that any other
bit will do,

PRICE

Set of five, different sizes, postpaid. . $2.60
Single bit, postpaid
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Progressive, Moral Secularism. {e}

SILVERTON, OREGON.

Founded on Science and Hu-

manity. The Only Institution
of the Kind. Write for An-
Bample copy free.
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