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g o b b le r , stick  to thy last!

Alone, uneharm ed by w om an’s tuneful 
tongue,

O ur dust-bu ilt pa, when life was fresh 
and young,

Reflecting sadly on his lonely life, 
Yearned for the  solace of a charm ing 

wife.
God read his thoughts, observed his own 

m istake,

Every human being is a neces
sary product of conditions, and 
every one is born with defects for 
which he cannot be held responsi
ble. Nature seems to care nothing

And to him self and G host these words for the individual, nothing for the
he spake: snecies

“ I t  is not good th a t m an should dwell *
a lo n e , Generous and heartless, extrava-

W e’ll from his lum bar regions take a „ „ j  • , i • .«* gant and miserly, she is our mother
And, fashioned Vequs-like instinc t w ith and our teacher, and she is also the

life,
Present it to him , chaste , a charm ing 

w ife.”
“ A greed,” replied the  G host, in accents 

lo w :
“ The anaesthetic’s ready. Let us go.”

More swift than  eagle swoops upon its 
prey,

The troubled triune  passed the  Milky 
W ay;

Down, down they sank, as lead in w ater 
sinks,

And fell where Adam stood in forty 
w inks,

And o’er his m outh and O riental nose 
A doctor’d kerchief, leastw ays, I sup

pose,
They deftly threw , and, in a sleep pro

found,
Poor Adam d ropp’d upon the  hallow ’d 

ground.
Deep in bis side the Sheffield blade was 

th ru s t,
And out the  sever’d rib  fell in th e  d u s t ; 
And lo ! when Adam from his slum ber 

woke,
The three-in-one politely to  him  spoke.

“ Seeing we erred in placing you alone, 
We from your side have ta ’en a funny 

bone,
Transm ogrified it, in a m om ent’s space, 
In to  a hum an form with heavenly face; 
And now, sir, with your k ind and 

gracious leaVe,
We beg to in troduce you to fair E ve.” 
H er dusty  lord, pleased with her lovely 

face,
Removed his ha t, bowed low, w ith fau lt

less grace,
And, in sweet accents, m uttered , some

w hat coy,
“ Good evening, Eve, my solace, hope 

and jo y ;
Bone of my bone, a tho rn  ta ’en from my 

flesh,
You look extrem ely tender, fair and 

fresh,
Like sticking plaster, in all kinds of 

w eather.
We’ll cling in peace ami love together. 
Come, le t’s engage, queen of the  whole 

creation ,
A m om ent, dear, in luscious oscu lation .”

Eve, nowise shy, flew to his open arm s, 
To taste  the  bliss of love’s first labial

charm s.
The gods connascent, beam ing on the 

pair,
Said, “ Au revoir,”  then m elted in to  a ir. 
Eve then  suggested th a t  they should

take a walk
Through E d en ’s bowers, and of the 

fu ture  taik .
Politely, Adam drew her arm  th ro ’ his, 
And, slowly strolling, talked of love ami

b iz ;
And, as the  sun dipped in the  purple 

west,
They, locked in love’s em brace, lay down 

to rest.
The moon arose, and, with the  stars, 

looked on
The dusty  spouse and rib  phenom enon ; 
Jah  and the  G host, together with' the

Son,
Look’d, and  were pleased th e ir work 

was ably done;
And H eaven’s angelic host, in m erry 

mood,
Saw, and rem arked, “ Behold, ’tis very

good.”
—[The (London) Agnostic Journal.

Remember, if you send us the 
names and addresses of 25 of 
your Liberal friends and acquain t
ances, we will make you a present 
of a copy of the Torch of Reason 

This will only

deceiver of 
cannot rise,

men. Above her we 
, below her we cannot 

fall. In her we find the seed and 
soil of all th a t is good, of all that 
is evil. N ature originates, nour
ishes, preserves and destroys.

Good deeds bear fruit and in the 
fruit are seeds tha t in turn bear 
fruit and seeds. Great thoughts 
are never lost, and words of kind 
ness do not perish from the earth .

Every brain is a field where na 
ture sows the seed of thought, and 
the crop depends upon the soil.

Ignorance being darkness, what 
we need is intellectual light. The 
most im portant things to teach as 
the basis of all progress is tha t the 
universe is natu ra l; tha t man must 
be the providence of man; that bv 
the developm ert of the brain we 
can avoid some of the dangers, some 
of the evils, overcome some of the 
obstructions and take advantage of 
some of the facts and forces of 
nature; tha t by invention and in 
dustry we can supply, to a reason
able degree, the wants of the body, 
and by thought, study and effort 
we can in part satisfy the hunger of 
the mind.

Man should cease to expect any 
aid from any supernatural source. 
By this time he should be satisfied 
that worship had not created wealth 
and tha t prosperity is not the child 
of prayer. He should know that 
the supernatural has not succored 
the oppressed, clothed the naked, 
fed the hungry, shielded the inno
cent, staid the pestilence or freed 
the slave.

Being satisfied that the super
natural does not exist, man should 
turn his entire attention to the 
affairs of this world, to the facts in 
nature

A shoem aker found fault with an oil-painted slipper in 
one of the paintings of a celebrated artist, but showed tbe 
greatest ignorance in criticising the other parts of the p a in t
ing. Hence has arisen the oft-quoted saying, Let the cobbler 
stick to his last, and let every one a ttend  to his own business.
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One of the  rarest gifts is th e  ta len t to 

judge accurately  a diam ond in all its 
various qualities. As genius for music 
or pa in ting  m ust be inborn to produce 
the great a rtis t, so the  faculty  to cor
rectly determ ine a d iam ond in all its 
diversified «leta.il and characteristics can 
never lie acquired, unless by the  rare 
few who are gifted in th is  d irection. A 
dealer may be a good jew eler, a success
ful m erchant and an honest m an, and 
yet deceive you" on a diam ond, sim ply 
because he him self is deceived. I have
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I undersell all comjMjtitors, re tu rn  and 
get your m oney.

waste of energy, waste of wealth. 
Every good man, every good wo
man should try to do away with 
war and stop the appeal to savage 
force.

As often as we can exchange a 
mistake for a fact, a falsehood for a 
tru th , we advance. We add to the 
intellectual wealth of the world, 
and in this way, and in this way 
only, can he laid the foundation for 
the future prosperity and civiliza
tion of the race.
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