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THE TORCH OF REASON, SILVERTON, OREGON, JULY 26, E. M. 300 (1900.)

Mrs. Archibald, the Missionary,

at Home.

The little city of Silverton has
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missionary lady, who has given

over twenty vears of service in the

southeast section of India, near

Madras. She is now with her

L

brother resting here, but prepara-
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has favored Silverton with two lec-
tures at the Methodist Church, and
the Liberals, because they always
like to learn all they can and know
what is going on, were well repre-
canted,

The lady has a fine presence, a
clear and decisive voice and style,
well fitted to make her a power
with her dusky friends abroad.
The information she gave
their beliefs,
mode of life

about
them and environ-
ment, character and
was realistic, and not likely to be
found in books. In religion they
are evidently in the stage of trans-
ition from Fetichismm to Polythe-
ism under a high caste or Brahmin
priesthood, attended by distressing
physical, economie, political and
moral conditions. In this sort of
chop sea they have a hard time of
it, and when the rains fail famine
stares them in the One
would think that, with their own
troubles and those added by their
English they had
enough to bear without being tor-
tured to make a practically impos-
sible change of their religion to
another of the same variety and
equally illusory. While it is im-
possible not to admire the devotion
and heroism that inspires the mis-
sionary cause and work, and that of
this lady in particular, it wasimpos-
sible not to see from her own state-
ments that the terrible
quences described as “The Mission-
ary Horror” iv the last Torch are
only too true and too surely to be
realized. Out of those hundreds of
millions, only a few huundreds, or
thousands, have been induced by a
kind of deception, not realized as
such by those who use it, to break
from the faith of their fathers and
all of the consequent social rela-
tions necessary to their life. This
has been done only under the pro-

face.
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It has horrified and enraged the

rest of the community, so that they |

are held down by force only, As
gsoon as there is a chance to break

that force the insurrection will be- |
gin again, as it is now going on in|

China—all that war, which may
SUBVERT the world, is but a sequence
and part of the Missionary Hor-
ror, the unscientific effort to “con-

vert” the brains of one people into |

another by illusory hopes and mis-
understood words. Evolution says
that religious crazes cannot be
really converted from one into
another, but that they must be
outgrown step by step, upon the
ladder of civilization and Science,
leading gradually to the true,
peaceful, all-embracing, universal
and final Rericion or Humaniry.

!And it the

tection of the foreign English law. | India in 1857, and see it in China

| now!

The poor woman thought it liter-
ally: that there was such a divine
.lo--:'.'-‘ a God, like the gods of her
'!l"""il:,i_\' had

country, who man-

siong in the gkies, or at least above
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series and horrors of her fe
might be escaped in a never-ending
round of the sweetest joys she ever

new or imagined. Only say *‘Yes,
be a Christian, and they will be
yours,” and she falls at the lady’s
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mother, father, brethren, friends
and alll She awakens to find that
she has lost them all; that now she
can do nothing more but to bear an
increased agony until death may(?)
' realize her hope, the missionary’s
 promise. But will it be realized?
' Ah, No! Kvery astronomer, and
the lady, knows that, 1IN Facr, there
1s no such, nor any celestial or
heavenly mansion above those
monsoon clouds or in the skies:
that no human being could ever
get to them if there were; that |
| there never was any such “spirit,”
igud or man as the “Lord
| In a word, the whole story was an
| illusion to the vietim; and what to |
the missionary? We would not |
dare to say—some symbol, perhaps. |
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Jesus,

|
And so about all of the gods amii
mythologies of those peoples, which |
the lady supposed she was banish- |

|
|
ing from their miuds. Ah, .\'n!l’

| Her Christian God, and Christ and |

Ghost and Angels have merely |
|taken their place, wear their old |
| clothes and are supposed to promise |

| more than they—but of the same
kinds of joy or pain—in some hells |
jur heavens. The appeal of both
| was ever to the same soul-saving |
Egoism of selfish life and love, from |
which no real elevation of character |
can ever grow. The higher culture,
the progress of civilization is retard-
'ed just in proportionas those appeals
|are listened to, and those motives
(are acted upon. Those people are |

4pm)l‘ and degraded just |

|
i
|

because
|they have too much and many of
| these mythologies, with their heav- |
lens and hells and transmigrations.
| They need some one to teach them
| to drop them all, and to teach them

I[tlcb't‘l‘[ their country, family and
' friends for a celestial illusion, but
to expend their love, labor and |
energies upon this world and their
irelations to it and others here. |
| The missionaries hold these poor
| people still looking towards another
world, while the conquerors, aud
those whose interest it is, rob and
‘outrage and degrade them in tuis, |
People rebel, the
Nations,” blow their |

| “Christian

'heroes from the cannon’s mouth!!

The story is horrible—we saw it in

Those awful facts of illusion,
greed and blood embolden us to
say to the lady, not sportively, but
in  earnest, stay with the good
brother and with us, and let Silver-
ton be your future home. Here
you will find missionary work

‘enough without going to the Anti-

podes. Here are those “unbeliey-
ers” you MAY convert; at least they
will listen to you at the Thought
txchange, They will understand
by your *celestial mansions,” the
SymMBoLs of stages of culture and
blessed progress, which we can all
Join with you in realizing into
facts on this our good solid Earth,
instead of deluding others with
them, as you hold them

cruel mirage in the sky. T, B. w.
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*  Chapters,

On the following and

kindred Suhbjects:

Self Cont ol

Self Respect
What is Morality?
What is Ignorance
Fraud a Crime
Habit, 2nd Nature
Politeness
Wisdom

Etc, etc., etc.

One of these chapters is
Worth more to

Young and old than the
I’l"i('t‘ Uf Ti'lt' I')lj“k.

IT SHOULD BE IN . .

EVERY HOME!

- n

D ra o 1 mm andreceive a
eRd dl.00 P

v b i neatly cloth
bound copy, post paid.

AGENTS WANTED.
~———ADDRESS

Porch of Reason

OREGON,

SILVERTON

. .Forstner's. .

IS INVALUABE TO

Carpenters and Joiners, for mortising,
such as letting in locks, as it takes the
place of chisel and gouge: to

Cabinet Makers, for inlaid work, dow-
elling, patching, removing splits and
knots. In fact, no

and to give them a chance, not to| Wagon or Pattern Maker manufactur- |

er of pianos, organs, sewing machines,
agricultural implements, sash. blinds,
furniture, nor

Any Other Woodworker, should bhe
without it,

AS A MACHINE BIT IT IS UNEQUALED.

It is the only round bit in the world
that will bore a SQUARE HOLE
and do all that anv other
bit will do.

F

Set of five, different sizes, postpaid. . $2.60
Single bit, DU et Dt .60

aess, LIBERAL UNIVERSITY €O,

SILVYERTON OREGON.

ST T Yo o
2 THE LIBERAL

UNIVERSITY

SILVERTON, OREGON.

3}} Founded on Science and Hu-

manity. The Only Institution
% of the Kind., Write for An-
[-]

LI

nouncements. The Torch of
Reason is a weekly journal of
Progressive, Moral Secularism.
Sample copy free.

3

SA”PLE copies of 100 different Leading
Newspapers nd Magazines sent to

llp A8 A ! any addrees upon receipt of 10 cents to pay for

mailing U. ¥ BUBSCR.PTION AGENCY, 126 N,
' laberty 8t, Indianapolis, Ind.

WHAT WE HAVE

TO SELL.

University Number

Freethought: Past, Present and Future.

By _'I‘, B. Wakewan, with plcture
and Ilife of lj'.'" .'U;T,"_-.[, }'!‘ii‘l', 13
: 5
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f' Freethought Magazine

With Pearl W. Geer’s portrait. .1§¢
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tuiancipaton of Education.

An Inaugural Address, by T. B.
W AKEMAN, Delivered on the incor-
| ;mr;lllunnl‘tfu'l.”u'l‘n] ['Hi\'t'l‘.‘-il’\'.
l’f‘u't'__._...._,. " Sc¢
| Photographs of the Faculty

| of the L.iberal ['Hi\'t-r‘.*-'it_\'. suit-

able for framing. Price 50c¢
iTUI‘l'h of Reason Song Book No. 2.

| ) P %

| lrlll e 908 RS LS 10c

| Freethought Magazine

for September, Ingersoll memao-
rial number; October, with
Wakeman’s speech ; November,
with picture of L. U, O. faculty,
Price. y

Forstner Auger Bit.

Price, any size

| Liberal and Secientific Books
of all kinds,

elsewhere,

Send all orders to

The Liberal University Co,

Silverton, Oregon

-60¢

See advertisement

We believe that cards like the following copy,
neatly printed and distribnted all over the Unit-
ed Ntates, will help us to build the Liberal T'nj.
versity, Reader, how many can you distribute to
good advantage? ‘I his will cost you nothing but
a little eflort, and may help the canse of Free-
thought very much
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8HouLp HeLp To BuiLp

rcliberal University

AT SILVERTON, OREGON.
>

|

1 It will help many young men and
young women to a higher education who
[otherwise will grow up without its great
advantages,

2 It will educate workers for the great
forward march of Freethought and Pro-
gress,

3 It will forever gilence the accusation
Ithat Secularists have never done anv-
thing, .

4 It will hasten the time when Reason
and Love will reign, and when supersti-
tion and hate will be forever gone,

5 It will give you an opportunity to
build yourself and others a monument.
while you yet live, that will do a million
times more good than the most costly
one of cold, senseless marble.

Q
If all help a little, we can ac-

complish much. Will you help
alittle?

| Six Tracts to Promote

|

Scientific Wisdom
|

' In Place of Christianity :

|1 Can Sins be Forgiven?

|2 Does Christianity or Science Promote Civil-
| lzation?

'3 Is Religion or Science More Reliable?

|4 Evolution and Comparison of Religions.
|5 Does Belief in Miracles Benefit?

|6 Immortality or Annihilation?

{ JUST THE THING

| to hand to your Christian friends. Send
| 2 cents for 6, or 6 cents for 25 tracts,
i to ELiza Mowry Brivex, Brook-
. lyn, Conn., or send 10 cents
tor 50, either kind or as-
sorted kinds, to

THE LIBERAL UNIVERSITY,

Silverton, Oregon
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