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T h e  poor w o m an  th o u g h t  i t  l i t e r ­
a l ly ;  t h a t  th e re  w as su c h  a  d iv in e  

_  ____  J e s u s , a G od , lik e  th e  gods of h e r
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.  , J . . . . » ions in  th e  sk ie s , o r  a t  le a s t  above
so m e  of th e  r a re  th in g s  o f th e  m o n so o n  c lo u d s , w h e re  th e
w o rld , a n d  a m o n g  th e m  a  re a l live  ' m is e r ie s  a n d  h o r ro r s  o f  h e r  life 
m is s io n a ry  la d y , w ho  h a s  g iv en  m ig h t  be e sca p ed  in  a  n e v e r-e n d in g
o v e r tw e n ty  y e a r s  o f se rv ice  in  th e  roU n(l o f th e  sw ee te s t jo y s  sh e  ev er
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, be a  C h r is t ia n ,  a n d  th e y  w ill be
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h a s  fa v o re d  S i lv e r to n  w ith  tw o  lec-
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Epitome of Positive Philosophy
By T. B. W akem an ...................... ,5 c

Freethought: Past, Present and Future.
Bv T. B. W akeman, w ith p icture 

and  life of the  au th o r. Price 1°
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tu re s  a t  th e  M e th o d is t  C h u rc h , a n d  
th e  L ib e ra ls , b ecau se  th e y  a lw a y s  
lik e  to  le a rn  a ll  th e y  c a n  a n d  know  
w h a t is  g o in g  o n , w ere w ell r e p re ­
s e n te d .

T h e  la d y  h a s  a fine p re sen c e , a 
c le a r  a n d  d e c is iv e  voice a n d  s ty le , 
w ell f itte d  to  m a k e  h e r  a p o w er 
w ith  h e r  d u s k y  f r ie n d s  a b ro a d . 
T h e  in fo rm a tio n  sh e  g a v e  a b o u t 
th e m  a n d  th e i r  b e lie fs , e n v i r o n ­
m e n t ,  c h a r a c te r  a n d  m o d e  of life 
w as re a l is t ic ,  a n d  n o t l ik e ly  to  be 
fo u n d  in  b o o k s. I n  re lig io n  th e y  
a re  e v id e u tly  in  th e  s ta g e  o f  t r a n s ­
i t io n  from  F e t ic h is m  to  P o ly th e ­
ism  u n d e r  a  h ig h  c a s te  o r  B ra h m in  
p r ie s th o o d , a t te n d e d  b y  d is tr e s s in g  
p h y s ic a l , eco n o m ic , p o l i t ic a l  a n d  
m o ra l c o n d itio n s . I n  th is  s o r t  o f 
ch o p  sea  th e y  h a v e  a h a rd  t im e  o f 
i t ,  a n d  w hen  th e  r a in s  fa il fa m in e  
s ta r e s  th e m  in th e  face. O n e  
w o u ld  th in k  th a t ,  w ith  th e ir  ow n 
t ro u b le s  a n d  th o se  a d d e d  by th e ir  
E n g l i s h  c o n q u e ro rs , th e y  hac 
e n o u g h  to  b e a r  w ith o u t  b e in g  to r  
tu re d  to  m a k e  a p r a c t ic a l ly  im p o s 
s ib le  c h a n g e  o f  th e i r  re lig io n  to 
a n o th e r  o f  th e  sa m e  v a r ie ty  a n d  
e q u a l ly  i l lu s o ry . W h ile  i t  is im ­
p o ss ib le  n o t  to  a d m ir e  th e  d e v o tio n  
a n d  h e ro ism  t h a t  in s p ire s  th e  m is  
s io n a ry  c a u se  a n d  w ork , a u d  th a t  of 
th i s  la d y  in p a r t i c u la r ,  i t  w a s im p o s  
s ib le  n o t to  see from  h e r  ow n s ta te  
in e n ts  t h a t  th e  te r r ib le  co n se  
q u e n c e s  d e sc rib e d  as “ T h e  M ission  
a ry  H o r r o r ” in  th e  l a s t  T o rc h  a re  
o n ly  too  tru e  a n d  to o  s u re ly  to  be 
re a liz e d . O u t of th o se  h u n d r e d s  of 
m ill io n s , o n ly  a  few h u n d re d s ,  o r 
th o u s a n d s ,  h a v e  b een  in d u c e d  b y  a  
k in d  of d e c e p tio n , n o t re a liz e d  as 
su c h  b y  th o s e  w h o  u se  i t ,  to  b re a k  
fro m  th e  f a i th  of th e i r  f a th e r s  a n d  
a l l  o f  th e  c o n s e q u e n t  so c ia l r e l a ­
t io n s  n e c e s sa ry  to  th e i r  life. T h is  
h a s  been  d o n e  o n ly  u n d e r  th e  p ro ­
te c tio n  o f  th e  fo re ig n  E n g lis h  law .
I t  h a s  h o rr if ie d  a n d  e n ra g e d  th e  
re s t  of th e  c o m m u n ity , so t h a t  th e y  
a re  h e ld  d o w n  by  fo rce  o n ly . As 
soon  a s  th e re  is a  c h a n c e  to  b re a k  
t h a t  fo rce  th e  in s u r re c t io n  w ill b e ­
g in  a g a in , a s  i t  is now  g o in g  on  in  
C h in a — a ll t h a t  w a r, w h ic h  m a y  
su b v er t  th e  w o rld , is b u t  a  se q u en c e  
a n d  p a r t  of th e  M iss io n a ry  H o r ­
ro r , th e  u n sc ie n tif ic  e ffo rt to <<con -

m o th e r , fa th e r ,  b r e th r e n ,  f r ie n d s  
a n d  a ll!  S h e  a w a k e n s  to  find  th a t  
sh e  h a s  lo st th e m  a l l ;  t h a t  now sh e  
c an  d o  n o th in g  m o re  b u t to  b e a r  an  
in c re a s e d  a g o n y  u n t i l  d e a th  m ay (? )  
rea lize  h e r  h o p e , th e  m is s io n a ry ’s 
p ro m ise . B u t w ill it be rea lized ?  
A h , No! E v e ry  a s tro n o m e r , a n d  
th e  la d y , k n o w s th a t ,  in  fa c t , th e re  
is no  su c h , n o r  a n y  c e le s tia l o r 
h e a v e n ly  m a n s io n  a b o v e  th o se  
m o n so o n  c lo u d s  o r in  th e  sk ies; 
t h a t  no h u m a n  b e in g  c o u ld  ev er 
g e t to  th e m  if th e r e  w ere; t h a t  
th e re  n e v e r w as a n y  su c h  “ s p i r i t ,” 
god o r m a n  a s  th e  “ L o rd  J e s u s .” 
In  a w o rd , tn e  w ho le  s to ry  w as an  
i l lu s io n  to  th e  v ic t im ; a n d  w h a t to  
th e  m is s io n a ry ?  W e  w o u ld  no t 
d a re  to  s a y — som e sy m b o l, p e rh a p s .

A n d  so a b o u t a l l  of th e  g o d s  a n d  
m y th o lo g ie s  of th o se  p eo p les , w h ich  
th e  la d y  su p p o s e d  sh e  w as b a n is h ­
in g  from  th e i r  m in d s . A h , No! 
H e r  C h r is t ia n  G o d , a n d  C h r is t  a n d  
G h o s t a n d  A n g e ls  h a v e  m e re ly  
ta k e n  th e i r  p la c e , w e ar th e i r  o ld  
c lo th e s  a n d  a re  su p p o sed  to  p ro m ise  
m ore  th a n  th e y — b u t of th e  sam e  
k in d s  o f  joy  o r p a in — in  som e h e lls  
o r h e a v e n s . T h e  a p p e a l  of b o th  
w as e v e r to  th e  sa m e  s o u l-s a v in g  
E go ism  o f se lfish  life a n d  love, from  
w h ich  no  real e le v a tio n  o f  c h a r a c te r  
c a n  e v e r grow . T h e  h ig h e r  c u l tu r e ,  
th e  p ro g re s s  of c iv i l iz a t io n  is r e t a r d ­
ed j u s t  iu  p r o p o r t io n a s  th o se  a p p e a ls  
a re  lis te n e d  to , a n d  th o se  m o tiv e s  
a re  a c te d  u p o n . T h o se  p eo p le  a re  
p o o r a n d  d e g ra d e d  ju s t  b ecau se  
th e y  h a v e  too  m u c h  a n d  m a n y  of 
th ese  m y th o lo g ie s , w ith  th e i r  h e a v ­
e n s  a n d  h e lls  a n d  t r a n s m ig r a t io n s .  
T h e y  need  so m e  o n e  to  te a c h  th e m  
to d ro p  th e m  a ll, a n d  to  te a c h  th e m  
a n d  to  g ive  th e m  a c h a n c e , n o t to 
d e s e r t  th e ir  c o u n try , fa m ily  a n d  
f r ie n d s  fo r a c e le s tia l i l lu s io n , h u t 
to  e x p e n d  th e i r  love, la b o r  a n d  
e n e rg ie s  u p o n  th is  w o rld  a n d  th e ir  
r e la t io n s  to  i t  a n d  o th e r s  h e re . 
T h e  m is s io n a r ie s  h o ld  th e s e  p o o r 
p eo p le  s t i l l  lo o k in g  to w a rd s  a n o th e r  
w o rld , w h ile  th e  c o n q u e ro rs , a n d  
th o se  w hose in te r e s t  i t  is, ro b  a n d  
o u tra g e  a n d  d e g ra d e  th e m  in th is . 
A u d  if th e  P e o p le  re b e l, th e  
“ C h r is t ia n  N a t io n s ,” b low  th e ir  
h e ro e s  from  th e  c a n n o n ’s m o u th !  
T h e  s to ry  is h o r r ib le — we saw  it  in  
I n d i a  in  1857, a n d  see i t  in  C b iu a  
now !

T h o se  aw fu l fa c ts  of i l lu s io n ,
reed  a n d  b lood e m b o ld e n  us to

sa y  to  th e  la d y , n o t s p o r t iv e ly , b u t  
in  e a rn e s t ,  s ta y  w ith  t h e ’ good  
b ro th e r  a n d  w ith  us, a n d  le t S ilv e r-  
to n  be y o u r  fu tu r e  ho m e. H e re  
you  w ill find  m is s io n a ry  w o rk  
e n o u g h  w ith o u t g o in g  to  th e  A n t i ­
p o d e s . H e re  a te  th o se  “ u n b e lie v ­

v e r t” th e  b ra in s  of o n e  p eo p le  in to  
a n o th e r  by  i l lu s o ry  h o p e s  a n d  m is ­
u n d e rs to o d  w o rd s . E v o lu t io n  s a y s  
t h a t  re lig io u s  c ra ze s  c a n n o t  be 
r e a l ly  c o n v e r te d  from  o n e  in to  
a n o th e r ,  b u t  t h a t  th e y  m u s t  be b lessed  p ro g re s s , w h ich  we c a n  a ll 
o u tg ro w n  s te p  by  s te p , u p o n  th e  jo in  w ith  y o u  in  re a l iz in g  in to  
la d d e r  of c iv i l iz a t io n  a n d  S c ien ce , fac ts  o n  th is  o u r  good so lid  E a r th ,  
le a d in g  g r a d u a l ly  to  th e  t ru e ,  in s te a d  of d e lu d in g  o th e rs  w ith  
p e a c e fu l, a l l - e m b ra c iu g , u n iv e r s a l  th e m , a s  y o u  h o ld  th e m  u p  a s  a 
a n d  fina l R elig io n  o f  H u m a n it y . c ru e l  m ira g e  in  th e  sk y . t . b . w .

e r s ” y o u  may c o n v e r t ;  a t  le a s t  th e y  
w ill l is te n  to  y o u  a t  th e  T h o u g h t  
E x c h a n g e , T h e y  w ill u n d e rs ta n d  
by  y o u r  “ c e le s tia l  m a n s io n s ,” th e  
symbols of s ta g e s  o f c u l tu r e  a u d

C h a p t e r s
On the  following and 
k ind red  S u b je c ts :

S e lf  C o n t ol 
S e lf  R e sp e c t 
W h a t is M o ra lity ?  
W h a t is Igno rance  
Fraud a C rim e  
H a b it, 2nd  N a tu re  
P o lite n e ss  
W isdom  
E tc  , e tc ., e tc .

One of these ch ap ters  is 
W orth  m ore to 
Young and old th an  the  
Price of the  book.
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I Emancipation of Education.
An Inaugural Address, by T. B. 
axeman, Delivered on the  incor­

poration of th e  L iberal U niversitv
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Photographs of the Faculty
of the  L iberal U niversity , su it­
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Torch of Reason Song Book No. 2.
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Freethought Magazine
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Wp believe that cards like the  fo llow ing codv
»p n n t?,<1 Hnd dlBtribnted all over the  U nit­

ed States, will help us to  bu ild  the L iberal I 'n i-  
versity Reader, how many can you d istr ib u te  to 
«‘{«¡advantage? 'I his w ill cost you no th ing  b u t
thimtib f eflo rt’ Hnf! may help the  caU8e of Free- 
tnough t very m uch
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IS INVALUABE TO

C a rp e n te rs  a n d  Jo in e rs , for m ortising , 
such as le tting  in locks, as it takes the  
place of chisel and  gouge; to

C ab in e t M ak ers , for in laid  w ork, dow- 
elling, patching, rem oving sp lits and 
knots. In  fact, no

W ag o n  or P a t te r n  M a k e r m an u fac tu r­
er of piano9, organs, sewing m achines, 
agricu ltural im plem ents, sash, blinds, 
fu rn itu re , nor

A n y  O ther W o o d w o rk er, should l»e 
w ithout it.

AS A MACHINE BIT IT IS UNEQUALED.
It «8 the  only round b it in the  world 
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manity. The Only Institution 
of the Kind. Write for An­
nouncements. The Torch of 
Reason is a weekly journal of 
Progressive, Moral Secularism. 
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» L ib e r a l  U n iv e rs ity
AT SILVERTON, OREGON.

1 I t  will he lp  m any young m en and 
young women to a h igher education who 
otherw ise will grow up w ithout its great 
advantages.

2 I t  will educate workers for the  great 
forward m arch of F reethough t and Pro­
gress.

3 I t  will forever silence the  accusation 
th a t  Secularists have never done an y ­
th ing .

4 I t  will hasten the tim e when Reason 
and Love will reign, and when su p e rs ti­
tion and hate  will lie forever gone.

5 I t  will give you an opportun ity  to 
build yourself and o thers a m onum ent, 
while you yet live, th a t will do a million 
tim es more good than  the  m ost costly 
one of cold, senseless m arble.

I f  a ll he lp  a l it t le ,  w e can a c ­
co m p lish  m u ch . W ill you help  
a lit t le ?

Six Tracts to Promote

Scientific Wisdom
In Place of C h ris tia n ity :

1 Can Sins be Forgiven?
2 Does Christianity or Science Promote Civil­

ization?
3 Is Religion or Science More Reliable?
4 Evolution and Comparison of Religions.

15 Does Belief in Miracles Benefit?
6 Immortality or Annihilation?

J U S T  T H E  T H I N G

to hand to your C hristian  friends. Send
2 cents for 6. or 6 cents for 25 trac ts , 

to  E liza Mowry Bliven , Brook­
lyn, C onn., or send 10 cents 

for 50. e ith e r kind or as­
sorted kinds, to

T H E  L IB E R A L  U N IV E R S IT Y ,
Silverton, Oregon.


