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The conception of God, Descartes
and all the great thinkers agree to
be the fundamental concept which
18 the major premiss of life, deter-
mining everything. Science ap-
but
best
solution our age admits must be|
had, there can be no solid
foundation to or for anything. |
At the gtart it is evident that the |
word “spirit” will not hold. Itisa|
mere simile or personification—
figure of speech—derived from the
air currents (winds, Greek pneuma), |
or the breath of animals (I“ttm.
spiritus), or the vaporings of sub-
stances, as for instance, of Alcohol.
All other supposed “spirits” arose

from these physical facts and pro-

proaches it with all reverence,

because of its importance, the

or

. » |
cesses, and are simply personifica-

tions and fanciful extensions of
them by the imagination. As Geethe

says in the conclusion of his Faust, |

such fancies are the “spooks” which |

are the cause of all of our trouble,
and which we must now begin our

intelligent lives by dropping utter-

ly, and getting “out into the clear,”

Wenn Geister

Gang!

spuken,

When ghosts spook, let man go straight |
on his way.

We should not waste time nor
patience on this word. God is not

a spirit, ghost or spook, “holy” or!

other, Our spiritist friends must
learn the simple facts and lessons
of Science. Life, sense, mind, will,
and all vital and mental processes
are the properties of the protoplasm
found only on the surface of our
rarth and at the bottom of our air
ocean, which is about five to ten
milee in depth. Until it is dis-
covered that protoplasm exists else-
where, or that the processes or prop-
erties of protoplasm can exist with-
out protoplasm, it is simply child-
ish and idle to talk the old “spirit”
words, which can have no possible
reality nor meaning, except as
figures of speech. The pleasure of
being the vietims of our own rhet-
oric is often very great, but it is not
scientific, and is the reverse of use-
fol  Tet ne drop it thoroughly.
God is not a “spirit,” or “spook”
fany kind. The old Greek phi-
losophers had pretty well reached
this conclusion, and about the first
ind darkest, yet greatest, of them,
Heracleitus, translated this word
pirit” into “word,” or Locos, i.e., |

Goethe’s
“Faust” stands as the last chapter
in the Bible of Humanity, and its
answer to this question is the one
that has well stood the crucible of
Science. It condenses the ages of
thought. Let us see what it says and
what it means, remembering that
he uses the word “Spirit” or “Spir-
|ite” as a part of the poetic ma-

what is it really worth?

|chinery of his drama—a part of
' himself.
f Faust opens a volume, applies |

| hlm'-e]f and says:
|

It stands written: *‘In the beginning
was the Word.”
at once I stumble.
me on?
| Impossible for me to rate Tue Worp so
high!
Quite otherwise must I translate,
If by the Spirit I am enlightened aright.
Now stands it written: “‘In the inbln-
ning was TaovGgnr,”
' Bethink thee well this first of lines,
That thy pen pass not too rashly on!
Is it the Thove HT that works and weaves
THe ALL?
it should stand: “In the beginning |
was the Powgr.”’

Yet even this while I’'m w rilin;_r it down,
Soniething warns that by it I can never
stand ;

Now the Spirit aids:

Truth T see,
And, confidently, I write: “In
ginning was the Acr!”’

Here Who can help

| No!

All at once The

the be-

geh’er seinen |

Thus after Spirit we have the
ultimate concept, as (WorT) Logos;

' but back of that must be the (SiNw) |

'Thought, Mind, Intellect; but back
of that must be (Krarr) Power,
Force, “Eanergy;” but back of that
is (D1 Tuat) Fact, Action, doing,
going on, or process, CHANGE—{rom
which inferred the power,
thought or mind. The ultimate
objective, or “Not 1,” is, therefore
the continuous act or ractof action,
the eternal rrocEess of existence.
Faust’s other phrase for it is the
“Action’s storm, the tide of life, the
weaving the
Or,
his

was

roaring loom of time,”

“living dress” of the Godhead.
as Nature speaks finally, in
“Parabasis:”
Alwavye changing, vet fast holding,
Near and far, far and near:
S0, ever forming and re<forming,
To thy astonishment am I here.
Notice,astonishment! nothing more!
This was Poetrv when wrilten in
1820, but it clearly says that the
“Not 1,” is a contin-
process of change,
his latter

objective, the
uous, eternal
upon which the Poet,

davs, admonished his Eckermann

to rise to the ‘‘highest point of
view” and avoid all possible sub-
jective teleological considerations

in his contemplation of nature—

| the return of the old Theology

‘evidence,

and objects. Instead of settling
right down to the simple, continu-
ous fact that any change here is the |
correlate and equivalent of so much
change elsewhere, with no moral,
teleological or ultimate t)h)vct know- |
able, we have conatantly the words,
Power, Energy, Mind, Will,
| Object, etc., held up before us as |

entities, or some pre-designed pur-|

Force,

poses or results. This is simply

in
its metaphysical form. It has no|
warrant or Jusum.mmn
'except the wishes and degmatmns|
of those who kind uf;
mental or emotional anodyne. The
popularity of books of this kind is |

the

desire some

nost lamentable sign of our|
times. Those who persist in talk- |
ing about ai
P(!“t‘l Energy, or other entity or|
purpose outside of man, ‘“that
‘maketh for righteousness,” or wis- |
'dom or goodness, or any moral or |

'human end or purpose, are guilty

in various phrases

of anthropomorphism and of mis-] g
:lending good, but sentimental and

|
innocent, people. The sympathetic ;
ignorance which sustains the liter-
‘ature of this phase of the old illu-
sions isone of the greatest obstacles
to the realization of the New Life.
It has no basis in truth. There is

no test, method or law by which its

‘assumed intent or purposes can bei
known. It is therefore simply a
sentimental sanction, assumed at
will, and put forward to sustain or|
countenance any inclination
avarice, ambition, lust, selfishness |
or vanity that may become a|
motive to the weakness of humrm[
nature, DBut even if there is no |
such evil impulse, human effici iency
is paralyzed or weakened by doubt |
and hesitation, as soon as it is df-.
flicted with the belief that it may |
either rely upon or become thwart- |
ed by some dubious divine or 1n-|"
scrutable influence or purpose; some |
propitious or unlucky star, that
dominates the world and human |
affairs. The one attribute for which
God has not been worshipped is
the one which would have been the
best for mankind—the one which
Science now discloses as the erown-
ing glory of the Cosmos which
takes his place, that is, an utler, en-
during and impertable IMPARTIAL-
iTY. Goethe has set this forth most
gloriously in his Pindaric Poems,

such a8 “The Limits of Hum anity’

and ““The Godlike.”

Note especial-

Ufl

s condesgcend to indirection.

Can continuance lend.

}[l‘ ALONE Can

Reward the good,
Restrain the bad,

Heal and save:

All the erring, strayving
!‘.uavl'll”_\' combine.

Nosre, then, let man be
Rich in help, and good :
Unwearedly must he weave
The Useful and the Right,
So for us the fore-life be
Of our ideal ones,

But all are a part of the con-
' tinuity of the Race, thug:

A little link

Is our life’s limit,

But many generations
Join e mlnrln;.l\

In their Being’s
Unending chain.

No excuee is needed for recalling
these words of Geethe. They are
classic, and have bheen thoronghly
vindicated by Science, and are gen-
erally approved by Liberals. The
sentimentalists may listen safely to
our last great poet. Many of our
Liberal” authors seem to think
that because the world (universe or

cosmos) has objectively taken the

| place of the old Deity, that it has

in some way succeeded to the old
moral and anthropomorphic ideas
and notions which were his sup-
posed attributes. But in thischange
those human qualities have been
properly returned to Man and Hu-
manity, from whence they origin-
ally sprung. As Gaethe puts it, the
objective world of matter and its
changes are rigorous, impartial,
changeless Law. The subjective
world and memory of Man oxLy
gives “endurance to time,” and
moral qualities to actions, motives
‘and events. The world objective
has under Science become the im-
partial Father-God, the same, Eter-
'nal, All!

The Humanity has become “The
CHRIsT that is to be,” of Teanyson,
'to whom alone human, or moral,
or social qualities and designs can
be truthfully or properly attrib-
uted. Idol-making and idol wor-
ship by head or beart is now worse
than the old Fetich idols of the
haund. Personification of Nature,
or of the “Nor I,” is ouly per-
missible in poetry. TeLesis, that
i8, the use and adjustment of means
to effect preconceived ends, is a hu-
man trick, the result of our limita-
tions, wants and weakness. The
God and Nature of Science never
He and




