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“TRUTH BEARS THE TORCH IN THE SEARCH FOR TRUTH.”
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Rise; if the past detains you,
Her suns and storms foreet;
No chains so unworthy to hold ¥
As those ol a vain regret,
Sad or hright, she is lifeless ever;
Cast | hantom arms awa
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Nor loak back., to learn
Orf a nobler strife !H-i'l}'.

save

Rise, for the day is passing;
The sound that you scarcely hear

[¢ the enemy marching to battle—
Arise, for the foe is here.

Stay not to sharpen vour weapons,
Or the hour will strike at last,

When, from dreams of a coming battle,
You may wake to find it past.

—[Adelaide Ann Proctor.

The World of Illusion—Optimism,
Pessimism, Meliorism-——All
Righted by Science.

BY PROFESSOR LESTER F., WARD,
HE first important fact to be
noted is that to roan’s slowly
developing iuntellect the uni-

verse hasever been a great enigma.

To solve this enigma has been the |

of human

universal problem the

mind.

tion and has attacked the problem
wildly and at random, utterly ur-

qualified to make the least im-
pression upon it. The book of

nature which was open to him was
but a collection oi Sibylline leaves
that had been first stirred by the
wind. Not only were things not
always as they seemed, but outside
of the very simplest phenomena,
utterly different
Almost

was
it
everything was really just the re-
1t

universe was a vast paradox.

everything

from what seemed.

verse of seemed, and the
The

sky seemed to be a great vault of

“'}lﬂt

solid matter, which he called for
The

heavenly bodies geemed to move

this reason a “firmament.”
across this vault at varying rates,
ind their reappearance led to the
notion that they revolved around
the great
water on which

of earth and
The in-

level cake
he dwelt,
other were

All

natural causes were f_'.‘(]!]:ti[!!‘!l after

71sible air and

gases

ltkened to mind or spirit.

the analogy of human effort in the
ntentional effects,
nd the earth and air were peopled

prmlll('liflll of

with invisible and often uui..‘-igll;m'
as their rm'..;ni;{v-li
And thus were built
reat systems of magic, supersti-

Spirits only

lgents. up

tion aml lhm}ing\'. The errors thus
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rced into man’s mind came to !
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' very important example of the er-

But man has been put into|;
possession of no key to this solu-|

' realization of their unhappy lot,
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ceive the sanction of religion, which ' feelings, pessimism 18 exclnsively a

' reason and resides in the

rendered it \'.'.'-'Ti}' more difficult to product «
UOptimise 18 that hops

isiodge them., 1hi8 herculean task

1 ]
human

ard faects of

g ; nat “springs eternal in th
n o ~s¢ience, ror o . i
' . J bre 181 and defies the |

exister

has been the missi

the truth lies ‘1""}'7}' buried under ce. Pessimism recognizes the
this mass of error at the surface, facts and coldly chokes eve ry hope
.'llul can only be ir:lr'.ts_'ht Lo ]i‘.l'll[ at 1ts t'!”h‘ !
: : false. first. becanse m r hopes are

by the most prolonged and patient : ise, Gret, Deoanss ek Jhd sl i
3 , Zry l't':iil'z',w], and secondly. becanse the

the this U R A i, S i .

: representation in the present of the
prejudice. PTOEress | o00d anticipated in the future is it-
of man and _-'tll‘it‘[_\' has been -[Fl"[l_\‘ self a i_:tlnf{ at least of secondary

UI'li!‘I‘.

at po <simism is also

"i*:-'t‘:trt‘}l 1N face of time-

ne
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lJI'nIm['[inIiml to the {it‘:_‘[“"‘ to which

hidden realities have thus been What, then, is man’s trne rela-
: 1 1 rear A.'] X A .

substituted for false appearances, Uon to the universe? Is there a
. true mental attitude that lies be-

As a somewhat anomalous but _ . : :
tween these two false attitudes?

There certainly is, It is not a be-
lief or a creed; it is the simple
recognition of the truth. The truth
luctantly surrenders, may next be 'S that nature is neither friendly
- el h .« nor hostile to man:; llt:llht'r favors
considered the optimistic habit of’ . g0y : :
him nor discriminates against him.
Nature not endowed with any
moral attributes. It is, as I said
at the outset, a domain of rigid

the human

acquire and

roneous 1deas which

race must needs re-

OpriMisMm can scarcely be
It does

erroneous

thought.

i8

called a doetrine. not re-

sult, like most beliefs,

from a false interpretation of the law. Man is a product of that law,
but he has reached a stage on

facts which nature presents to the which he can comprehend the law,
It rather Now, just because nature is a do-
the original, unreflective state of main of rigid law, and just because
[t is the sur-| man can comprehend that law, his
vival of the faost 'destiny i8 in his own hands. Any
s _ law that he can comprehend he can
stincts, that of control. He ecanpot increase
It was well adapted to that state,|diminish the powers of nature, but

untrained faculties. 18
!

the pre-social mind,
useful of all in-
self-preservation.

because to the animal it mattered |be can direct them. He can in-
not whether it was true or false, It  crease or diminish the amount of
is still a useful attitude to the  POWer that is to be exerted at any |

given point. He can

swarming millions of human beings

who do not reflect. jut for it the

‘temperatures; he can change water
to steam and set the steam to work
in propelling machinery, or ships,
or railroad traine; he can utilize
electricity.

which it prevents, would multiply
their misery and render life intol-
erable. But we are here consider-

ing its effect upon society, and it is

easy to show that it is bad. It is unlimited. He can make it his|
breeds stagnation and stifles | servant and appropriate to his own |
progress. It yields contentment, |98 all the mighty forces of the uni- |

and contentment means inaction, verse.
Strange as it may sound, just as
the only healthy state of the intel-
]e'Ct 18 lill[l}l!. «¢0 the EIH}_" }l*’!llt}l}'

state of the feelings is discontent.

Joth optimism and
are passive states of mind.
true state is an active one. Opti-
mism and pessimism assume nature

I'his of course assumes that there to be in an active state toward
is something to doubt and some- man. The true attitude makes na-
thing to improve, but there has ture passive and man active. To

the (l.v\'rlrnpml intellect nature is as
clay in the potter’s hands. It is
neither best nor worst, It is what
man makes it, and rational man
always seeks to make it

never been an age when error did
not stalk abroad or when misery
was not the lot of the greater part
of mankind :
The phase of optimism which
most concerns the question of the

relation of society to the universe ism-—the perpetual bettering of
is that unreasoned belief which I man’s estate. This will be possible
have called the “anthropocentric in precise proportion to man’s
theory.” The idea that man is in knowledge of nature, so that the

condition of the race ultimately de-

pends upon the degree of intelli-

gence that it shall attain
Optimism may be said to be the

any sense a favorite of nature Is
false and highly prejudicial to the
progress of correct conceptions In
‘ [t mav be called

sni'i;gl science.

(ft_)”t'l'ti\'t‘ (Jl:'jl“i““] Fl“li r"“l]it" 11 f]ll-'-ji.‘", xlf':-'-;i[“ig.g[n th” ;Ln[ith(:g..i_-.‘,
social stagnation, just as personal aud meliorism the synthesis of
optimism results in individual stag- man’s relation to the universe.

The optimist says: Do nnthin;_r. be-

nation.

The extreme 11I'}'““i"‘ of "I‘?‘I' cause there is n“t}";“?-’\ to do. The
mism is pessiMism, It differs from pessimist says: Do nothing, because

it as much in its origin and nature nothing can be done. The melior-
as it does in 1ts character as a says: Do something, because
lief. While optimism 1is wholl there is much to do, and it can be
unreasoned and springs from the done, [Outlines of Sociology.
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TeEXTS !

“The Laws of Nature must be under-
stood before they can be obeyed: only
through this understanding can man rise
to the mastery of its powers and bring
himself into final harmony with its con-
ditions.”"—Prof. E. L. Youmans. See
Introduction to his “Correlation and
Conservation of Forces.”’

“What, then, is man’s true relation to
i Thetruth is that
nature is neither friendly nor hostile to
him nor discrim-
inates against him. Nature is not en-
dowed with any moraL attributes, It is
a domain of rigid law. Man is a product

| of that law, but he has reached a stage
'in which he can comprehend the law.
|

Any law he can comprehend he
can control. IHis destiny is in his own
hands.”—Prof, Lester F. Ward. *‘Out-
lines of Sociology;”’ pp. 26-30,

““Nature is wholly vxMoraL. The

' animal life, including, of course, human
|life,  Yet it is not to be despised.”—

p. 99.

“TeLesis, individual and collective,

: | 1. e., social, becomes his Savior,”
focalize the

rays of the sun; he can divert the|
courses of the rivers; he can direct |
the currents of the air; he can vary |

HOSE of you who were
present at this morning’s
discourse, remember how it
shown, by an outline his-

‘tory of Religion and of Science,

' that both had started in a confused

His power over nature | myltiplicity of things and ideas,

which had finally been covered by

' the uNiTY of one grand and eimple
' concept of an ever-existing World

of Law. In a word, that the minds
of men starting their RELIGION with

numberless spirits, devils and gods,

had finally in the evolution of re-
ligious from Animistie
Fetichism, during the course of ages
culminated in the triumph of Uni-
tarianism, which is the only true

progress

Monotheism, with its oNg Gob.

That upon man’s other, or object -
ive side, SciencE, overwhelmed with
and resem-

numberless things

' blances, but commencing with As-

stronomy, had through ages risen
from that one department of Nature
to the others, until finally it has tri-
umphed in Monism, its one concept
or LAwW,which gives the fundamental
law of all science—ihe Law of the
CORRELATION and EQUIVALENCE of
the that of all of the
changes in the matter or substance
of the knowable universe.

forces 18,

Thus the religious or subjective
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