
Torch
••TRUTH BEARS THE TORCH IN THE SEARCH FOR TRUTH.”—Lucretius.
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Now.

R ISK, for th e  day is passing,
And you lie dream ing on ;

The o thers have buckled th e ir arm or 
And forth to the fight fiave gone.

A place in th e  ranks aw aits you;
Each man has some part to p lay ;

The past ami the  fu tu re  are nothing 
In the  face of the stern  today.

R ise; if the  past de ta ins you,
H er sunsh ine and storm s forget;

No chains so unw orthy to hold you 
As those of a vain regret.

Sad or brigh t, she is lifeless ever;
Cast her phantom  arm s awav,

Nor look back, save to learn the  lesson 
Of a nobler strife  today.

Rise, for the  day is passin g ;
The sound th a t  you scarcely hear 

Is the  enem y m arching  to b a ttle—
Arise, for the foe is here.

Stay not to sh arp en  your weapons,
Or th e  hour will strike  at last,

W hen, from dream s of a coming battle , 
You m ay wake to find it past.

—f A delaide A nn Proctor.
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hidden realities have thus been 
substituted for false appearances. 

A3 a somewhat anom alous but

The World of Illusion-Optimism, called a doclrine 
Pessimism, Meliorism—All 

Righted by Science.

W hat, then , is m an’s true rela
tion to the universe? Is there a 
true m ental a ttitude  th a t lies he-

„ , tween these two false attitudes?
very im portan t example of the er- There cerlainly is. n  js a b„. 
roueous ideas which the hum an lief or a creed; it is the simple 
race must needs acquire and re- recognition of the tru th . The trutli 
luctan tly  surrenders, may next be ’s’ nature is neither friendly
considered the optim istic habit o{- " ° r  hostile t o .“ .“ "; "e 'ther favors 

. . him nor discrim inates against him.
thought. Oi-TiMtsM can scarcely he N ature i8 not endowed with anv

I t  does not re- moral attributes. It is, as I said 
erroneous beliefs, at the outset, a domain of rigid
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suit, like most 
from a false in terpretation  pf the 
facts which nature presents to the
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T H E  first im portant fact to be 
noted is th a t to m an’s slowly 
developing intellect the un i

verse has ever been a great enigma. 
To solve this enigma has been the 
universal problem of the hum an 
mind. But man has been put into 
possession of no key to this solu
tion and has attacked the problem 
wildly and a t random , u tterly  un
qualified to make the least im 
pression upon it. The book of 
nature which was open to him was 
but a collection oi Sibylline leaves 
tha t had been first stirred by the 
wind. Not only were things not 
always as they seemed, but outside 
of the very sim plest phenom ena, 
everything was utterly  different

law. Man is a product of that law, 
but, he has reached a stage on 

, , , . _ . , - which he can comprehend the law.
untrained faculties. It is ra th e r Now>just because nature is a do- 
the original, unreflective state of main of rigid law, and just because
the pre-social m ind. It is the su r
vival of the most useful of all in 
stincts, th a t of self-preservation. 
I t was well adapted to th a t state, 
because to the anim al it m attered 
not whether it was true or false. It 
is still a useful a ttitude to the 
swarming millions of hum an beings 
who do not reflect. But for it the 
realization of their unhappy lot, 
which it prevents, would m ultiply 
their misery and render life in to l
erable

man can comprehend th a t law, bis 
destiny is in his own hands. Any 
low th a t he can comprehend he can 
control. He cannot increase or 
diminish the powers of nature, but 
he can direct them. He can in 
crease or dim inish the am ount o 
power th a t is to he exerted at any 
given point. He can focalize the 
rays of the su n ; he can divert the 
courses of the rivers; he can direct 
the currents of the air; he can vary 
tem peratures; he can change water 
to steam and set the steam to work

T exts :
“ The Laws of N ature m ust be u n d er

stood before they can he obeyed ; only 
through th is understand ing  can m an rise 
to the m astery of its powers and bring 
him self into final harm ony w ith its  con 
d itio n s .’’—Prof. E . L. Y oum ans. See 
In troduction  to his “ C orrelation  and 
Conservation of Forces.”

“ W hat, th en , is m an ’s true  relation to 
the  U niverse? . . . The tru th  is th a t
na tu re  is n e ith e r friendly nor hostile to 
m an ; ne ither favors him nor d iscrim 
inates against h im . N ature is not e n 
dowed with any moral a ttr ib u te s . I t  is 
a dom ain of rigid law. Man is a product 
of th a t  law, bu t he has reached a stage 
in which he can com prehend the  law.
. . . Any law he can com prehend he 
can control. H is destiny is in his own 
han d s.” —Prof. L ester F. W ard. “ O u t
lines of Sociology ;” pp. 25-30.

“ N ature is wholly unmoral. The 
moral world is confined exclusively to 
anim al life, including, of course, hum an 
life. Yet it is not to be despised .” — 
Ib id . ; p. 09.

“ T elesih, individual and collective, 
i. e., social, becomes his Savior.”

But we are here consider- in Pr° pell‘n« "?achi“ ery, or sbjP8.
, . . or railroad trains; he can utilize 

ing its enect upon society, and it is
easy to 
breeds

show th a t it is had. I t  
stagnation and stifles

electricity. H is power over nature 
is unlim ited. He can make it his 
servant and appropriate to his own

progress. I t  yields contentm ent, u s e a ^ the m ighty forces of the uni- 
and contentm ent means inaction. Verse-
S trange as it may sound, just as Both optim ism  and pessimism

from what it seemed. A lm ost1 the only healthy state of the intel- are passive states of mind. The
everything was really just the re- lect is doubt, eo the only healthy true state is an active one. Opti-

state of the feelings is discontent, mism and pessimism assume nature
'  < rse  of what it seem ed, a n d  th e  qq,jg of course assumes that there to be in an active state toward
universe was a vast paradox. The
sky seemed to be a great vault of 
solid m atter, which he called for 
this reason a “ firm am ent.” The 
heavenly bodies seemed to move 
across this vault at varying rates,

is something to doubt and some- man. The true a ttitude  makes na- 
thing to improve, but there has ture passive and man active. To 
never been an age when error did the developed intellect nature is as 
not stalk abroad or when misery clay in the po tter’s hands. I t  is 
was not the lot of the greater part neither best nor worst. I t  is what 
of m ankind. man makes it, and rational man

The phase of optimism which always seeks to m ake it better,
and their reappearance led to the most concerns the question of the The true doctrine, then, is melior- 
notion th a t they revolved around relation of society to the universe ism the perpetual bettering of
the great level cake of earth  and j9 th a t whicb J  ” an ’“ e’.,a te - T h is ’vil1 be

. have called the ‘anthropocentric in precise proportion to m an ’s
water on which he dwelt. i lie ln ' theory.” The idea th a t man is in knowledge of nature, so that the
visible air and other gases were any 8ense a favorite of nature is condition of the race ultim ately de-
likened to m ind or spirit. All false and highly prejudicial to the pends upon the degree of intelli-
natural causes were explained after progress of correct conceptions in gence th a t it shall a tta in .
the analogy of hum an effort in the 9"«,ial 8cien“ - . U “ »? J?’ ” ay b<! tO a !  tbe 
. . . .  , , . „ collective optimism and results in thesis, pessimism the antithesis,
intentional production of effects, gocja i stagnation, just as personal and meliorism the synthesis of 
and the earth  and a ir were peopled optimism results in individual stag- m an’s relation to the universe, 
with invisible and often m alignant nation. 1 he optim ist says: Do nothing, be-
epirits as their only recognized The extreme opposite of opti- cause there is nothing to do. The 
agents. And thus were built un mism is pessimism. It differs from pessimist says: Do nothing, because 

t , 1 5 it as much in its origin and nature nothing can be done. The melior-
great systems of magic, supersti- aa does in its character as a
tion and theology. The errors thus 
forced into m an’s mind came to re-

be- 1st says: Do som ething, because 
lief. W hile optimism is wholly there is much to do, and it can he 
unreasoned and springs from the, done.—[O utlines of Sociology.

HOSE of you 
present at this m orning’s 
discourse, remember how it 

was shown, by an outline h is
tory of Religion and 0 / Science, 
th a t both had started  in a confused 
m ultiplicity of things and ideas, 
which had finally been covered by 
the unity of one grand and sim ple 
concept of an ever-existing World 
of Law. In a word, that the m inds 
of men starting  their religion w ith 
numberless spirits, devils and gods, 
had finally in the evolution of r e 
ligious progress from A nim istic 
Fetichisrn, during the course of ages 
culm inated in the trium ph of U ni- 
tarianism , which is the only true 
Monotheism, with its one God .

T hat upon m an’s other, or object
ive side, Science, overwhelmed with 
numberless things and resem 
blances, but commencing w ith As- 

stronom y, had through ages risen 
rom th a t one departm ent of N atu re  

to the others, until finally it has t r i 
umphed in Monism, its one concept 
or law,which gives the fundam enta l 
law of all science— the Law of the 
correlation and equivalence of 
the forces—th a t is, of all of the 
changes in the m atter or substance 
of the knowable universe.

Thus the religious or subjective

Continued on 3rd page.
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