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Pearl W. Geer and the Liberal
University.
From Freethought Magazine for June.

Pearl W. Geer, whose portrait |
appears as the frontispiece of this
number of this magazine, is a young |
man of only twenty-seven years of)|

age this present month, but he is
about to the
thinkers of this country as
other Freethinker of America, and |

Free- |
|

anv |

as well known

this knowledge of him extends to |
foreign countries. This exte |
acquaintance with him comes
the fact that he is the special agent |

in the work of building up the Lib- |

nsive |
from |

eral University established in Sil- |
verton, Oregon, the only I.'niverHityi
of the kind in the world. And we’
it most important |
work the Freethinkers

every

consider the

of

undertaken, and friend
Freethought should assist Mr. Geer
in the undertaking to the extent of |
his or her ability, for if it is to|
prove a success it must be by the |
assistance and co-operation of peo-
ple who are free from superstition.|
No others can be expected to aid it. |
And as there are very few rich men !
who are outspoken and indepvn-i
dent Freethinkers, the contributions |

must e\'i(h;!lﬂ}' come mostly from |

poor men, and therefore it is very |
necessary that each Liberal con- |
tribute what can afford to.
There are probably 50,000 professed
Freethinkers in this country, and if
each would give the small sum of
#2 it would give this new institu-
tion $100,000, which would place it
on a firm and permanent basis.
Only think of it, If each one of ue
will contribute this small sum, we
will have an institution in this

untry that will be the light of
world. An institution that will
attract the attention of every in-
telligent friend of Human Progress
n all civilized countries.

[t may be =aid that the old and
well-estal:lished colleges and uni-

he

1
th

e

versities are becomiung very free,
and are doing much to liberate the
public and the minds of their sta-
lents from medieval superstition,
that therefore need
That they are more Lib-
ral than furnwrly we rvaw]if}‘ ad-

:IH] we no

ithers,
mit, and we rejoice that we can
truthfully make the
nevertheless the truth compels us

10 say that this '

admission,

there is not, in

| Curtis, and

i educatl - "
hat s ely free to teach the
whole truth, and that is what a
I‘!;f\'t‘r*it}' <h uld be able to do.

[‘Q..I' ET:"TJHJ"". Suppose a professor in

1}

Oour most “}Jrlt1 coOllege .-|:.!T]].|1 sav

(0 fhis class of students studving

I.}l"'ﬂ.'i_‘\'._ that God had no more to

do with writing the Bible. or in-

gpiring men to write it, than in

He
di.-'t'hargml

writing Shakespeare, would

be 1mmediately and
turned out into the world to starve.
Now,

professor in any university in the

there is not an intelligent
world who does not know that such
a statement is as true as that four
and four are eight.

(‘Ur'lit‘”

some thirty years ago,it was claimed

University, established

was to be a perfectly free institu-|

tion, where the truth conld be free-

ly taught. And during the fir:-"t|

years of its existence it gave great
encouragement the friends of
Universal Mental Liberty. It en-
gaged as its teachers such indepen-
aent thinkers as Andrew D. White,
Prof. Russell, Prof. Oliver, Prof.-
in Smith, Prof. Geo. William
Prof.
Lowell, and others of less note
equally as liberal in their religious
views. These broad-minded
did not propose to attack any creed,

to

Goldw
tussell
, but

James

men
or introduce any new
ideas, only to teach scientific, de-

institution as the founders intend-
ed, free from sectarianism. These
grand men, who were among the|
truest, bravest and noblest this|
country ever produced, tried their|
best to carry out the grand work |
they hal undertaken, but they had |
not more than got well started in
their work before the bigots of the
country commenced to scent heresy,
and charge that Cornell University
was run by pagans and haters of
Christianity, and a united effort|
was made by orthodox Christians

tion, and in a few years they suc-

'ceeded in driving out of that Uni- |

versity most of these Liberal pro-
fessors, and those whom they did
not drive out they put a muzzle on.
Prof. Oliver felt compelled to join
the Unitarian Church, that
might be known as a Christian, not-
withstanding this good man (no
better ever lived), was always at
heart as Liberal his views as
Col. Ingersoll.

To prove the truth of what we
have above stated about the attack
made by the Christiang on Cornell
Univergity, we will here quote from
a letter from the Presideut of the
University, Andrew D. White, pub-
lished in the KEvening Post in
November, 1870:

he

in

From the day when Mr, Cornell’s
offer was made to give a large sum
to establish the university, there
have been a few persons eager in
scenting out heresy. Before a stone
was laid or an officer chosen, it
hinted that the institution was to

was

[s]ighteﬁt complaint.
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W ) S \ rainst L whnichn Wwas
< gainst () College OwW
\\"Ir'.\ KENOWDN a3 an r\';'l:.__'e-{]'(.l]

stronghold
As as a word was uttered,
the open war began. The President
had the honor to
Words were }n\,{
Into his mouth which he never
”II!‘I‘H!, words were -;1”.‘,['.--;_.,-”{
which he had uttered, and rv}-.‘rtq
were circulated that he was vervy
unsound, although at that time he
was a trustee of Hobart College

=00n
of the University

= |

Lt attacked,

:il:l{ Iulnfi--.-nr n-]r‘('t il‘. Y:I]v ('n]]q-;_n','

two institutions whose “soundness”
will hardly be brought into ques-
tion,

Professor Agassiz was denounced,
althongh every scientific man
knows him to be the great bulwark
of the Chnrch against the Dar-
winian development theory. He
'was attacked for those very doc-
| trines regarding creation which are
| now conceded in the orthodox book
‘It:f‘the Rev. Dr. Thnml.,ﬂfm.
Professor Goldwin Smith was
lalso attacked, although one of the
' most self-sacrificing and truly re-
|ligious men, and a communing
'church member.

Professors George William Curtis

fand James Russell Lowell were
lattacked, although their lectures

|wnr¢* purely literary; and, to cap

the climax, heresy was detected in
| the earnest prayer at recent public
' exercises, though made by a pastor
| whose orthodoxy was never before

| questioned, and who is a trustee of
[nne
religious | gelical colle

most venerable evan-
ges in the land.
| Our Resident Faculty have fared

of the

have ever | | ; T 3 :
- | monstrated truth, and to keep the| no b tto.r. ] I‘mu.gh‘ . loFIO(I from
| the Jeading Christian Colleges of

various denominations; though all
bore the highest commendations
from the faculties of those institu-
tions; though all, 8o far as I know,
are members of or attendant upon
Christian churches, portions of the
community have been led to be-
lieve that these men are plotting
againgt Christianity,

Of all this, sir, I make not the
Those of us
who have pledged our lives and
fortunes to this building up of what
we think a better and broader uni-

| versity education expected such at- |
‘tacks—and perhaps they are the
‘most sure signs that the work is

‘everywhere to destroy that institu-| """,
everywhere ¢ y 'going on well,

We simply com-
mend thece facts to every thought-
ful man and woman.

That was the kind of treatment
that Cornell University received
from the orthodox Christians, just
because it proposed to be non-
sectarian. Bigotry is not quite as
rampant today as it was then, but

no institution would now be allow-'

ed to live where Christians had the
least control, that should declare
itself as the especial advocate of
ascertained truth on all questions,
In saying this we are not in the
least blaming the professors of the

. stablished educational in- | pe .
present established educationsl.in '3 Is Religion or Science More Reliable?

stitutions. They are mostly men
of broad and liberal ideas and are
doing the best they can under the
circumstances—the best they can
and keep their places.

Thus it appears conclusively that |

we need a university built up and
established by emancipated men
and women, where Christian super-
stitution has not the least control—

Continued on 6th page.

WHAT WE HAVE
TO SELL.

University Number of Freethought Macazine

With Pearl W, Geer’s portrait 15¢
Epitome of Positive Philosophy

Bv T. B. Wakeman 15~
Freethought: Past, Present and Futare.

By T, B. Wakemax, with picture
and life of the author. Price, 12
copies, $1,00: each ...... Oc

Ei;lqh-‘i-_.:. Jli ?Ea_‘amdt.ull.

An Inaugural Address, by T. B.
Wakeman, Delivered on the incor-
poration of the Liberal University.

| o R T L BE S Sl S Bh . Sc
| Photographs of the Faculty
‘ of the Liberal University, suit-
| able for framing. Price........ 50¢
Torch of Reason Song Book No. 2.

4 SRR O B A T 10¢

) Freethought Magazine

for September, Ingersoll memo-
rial number; October, with
Wakeman’s speech ; November,
with picture of L. U, 0. faculty.
Price. -15¢
| Forstner Auger Bit.

Li_beral and Scientific Books

of all kinds,
elsewhere.
Send all orders to

The Liberal University Co,

Silverton, Oregon

Price, any size

See advertisement

We believe that eards like the following copy,
neatly printed and distributed all over the Unit-
ed States, will help us to build the Liberal Uni-
versity, Reader, how many can you distribute te
good advantage? This wiﬁ cost you nothing but
a little effort, and may help the cause of Free-
thought very much

‘%_ & ...FIVE...
V' 3 REASONS WHY
\ YOU

e
33 g
8HouLD HELP TOo BuUILD

Theliberal University

AT SILVERTON, OREGON.
“»

-

1 It will help many young men and
young women to a higher education who
otherwise will grow up without its great
advantages.

2 It will educate workers for the great
forward march of Freethought and Pro-
Zress,

3 It will forever silence the accusation
that Secularists have never done any-
 thing.

4 Iv will hasten the time when Reason
and Love will reign, and when supersti-
tion and hate will be forever gone.

5 It will give you an opportunity to
build yourself and others a monument,
while you yet live, that will do a million
times more good than the most costly
one of cold, senseless marble,

=

' If all help a little, we can ac~
fcompli:h much. Will you help
‘a little?

I

| Six Tracts to Promote

I

Scientific Wisdom

In Place of Christianity :

'1 Can Sins be Forgiven?
'2 Does Christianity or Science Promote Civil-
ization?

4 Evolution and Comparison of Religions.
5 Does Belief in Miracles Benefit?
6 Immortality or Annihilation?

JUST THE THING

to hand to your Christian friends. Send
< cents for 6, or 6 cents for 25 tracts,
to ErLiza Mowry BrLives, Brook-
lyn, Conn., or send 10 cents
for 50, either kind or as-
sorted kinds, to

THE LIBERAL UNIVERSITY,

Silverton, Oregon.




