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the prime and only principle cause, . " -
f a celebrated artist, but showed the

Christian religion 18

That: the
slowly, but surely, approaching its
end, is well illustrated by the fol-

Rev. Lyman Abbott’s “Outlook”
for March 17th, under the head of
“Decline of Methodism’, and an ar-
ticle in the same issue by Rollin
LLynde Hartt, entitled “Regenera-
tion of New England”:
“Some time since, we pointed out
the fact that the great Presbyterian
communion was showing & decline
in membership and in financial sus
greater astonish-
ment comes in the
the Methodigt church is now losing
Fowler,

tenance,. F.ven

discovery that
in  numbers, Bishops
Ninde
address to the church calling for a
week of prayer, during which daily
services are to be held in all Meth-
odist churches throughout America.
The statistics
for the last year show a decrease in
the number of in the
church, and urges every Methodist
to take himeself to prayer and to
‘call mightily on God for help.” We

and Joyce have issued an

addregs states that

mem ht'[‘h

venture to suggest that the decline
in numbers in both the Presby-
terian and Methodist communions
is not altogether due to lack of
prayer, but also and even more toa
lack of ‘works.’

“Several months ago Governor
Colling, of New Hampshire, issued
a Fast Day proclamation which be-
came immediately and very widely
[t was criticised in
rebuked in

notorious.
newspapers,

excitedly discussed on street cor- |

ners, and attacked in ‘poems.” Its
offense was direct. It
that the Christian religion was dy-
ing out in New Hampshire.

“To all appearances the alarmist

governor has merely stated in hy-

p(’rbnle what is ]an“.nm[,]}- true in (men; because tlll‘}' are lrrl_mdt*ning

fact. What he says applies with

more or less pertinence to nearly |

all the farming districts of New
England. Maine, for instance, has
two hundred and eight-two pastor-
Not a few of those

Nnow serve

legs churches,
once sacred edifices as
cheese-factories, dance-halls

Other
analogous
Thl'ﬂllgh largv sections of the 'dg!‘i-
cultural regions—regions formerly

renowned for their piety and godli-

and

road-houses, states show

somewhat conditions.

ness—the common attitude towards
religion is one of stolid indifference.
The people are
heatherism.”
What is here said of the Presby-
terian and Methodist churches,
and of pastorless and deserted
churches in New England is true,

lapsing towards

to a more or less extent, of all other
sections of the country. The causes
leading to this degeneracy in New
England are now being discussed

by Mr. Hartt in a series of articles

sermons, |

intimated |
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attendance, or force dollars from
their [J'r(';-'_l»f_-d.

The
University is a sure indication that
the publ
.}I"

turning

support given the Liberal
ic 18 rapidly dropping away
“God of their f.-,:}wr_-,"
attention to the

Not many

from
and 1ts

certain realities of life.
years ago the originators of such an

:JIiI\,‘ h:i\’t:

institution would not

been -.u-TJ';u'i_i-if'll [1_\' .-u-(_'i_!‘[\. IHIT our
g(;qu‘l friends '.‘all‘f'r, [{H“lllf.'r and
Wakeman would have been burned

at the stake, and the stockholders

added to the flames to keep them

cormpany.
Now that our good friends, the

Methodists, going 1nto

are

‘for diminishing membership and|
'depleted treasury, all Infidels will
be interested in discovering the i'
(effect of prayer when applied to|
Such |

Own organization.
frantic efforts

frighten some weak-minded sinners,

God’s

will undoubtedly

and who would not be sinners if

'they were not weak minded, into |

[the fold, but their stay will only be
i't-ampnmry, and their acquisition
;will be more than offset by the loss
: of those who insist upon some slight
'evidence and reason for their faith.
People do not now absent them-

|selves from church, as a rule, be- |
" . |
cause they have lost all interest in |

the welfare of the race, but because
they have become better educated
than formerly, and are doing their
utter
Ifuily and absurdity of Christian
It is not because they are
'becoming worse, but because they

own thinking and see the

| claims,

are becoming better men and wo-

in their ideas and conceptions of
what life is and their duty to them-

selves and fellows. In this city, as

well as in every other, a lecture on | SClel'ltlflC WlSdOm l

almost any subject except religion
will pack our largest halls to over-
flowing with men and women who
could not be coaxed into a chureh,
showing that the people are eager
for any kind of rational discussion.
These people are the vital force of
our community, and shape our des-
tinies. Our Christian friends say
we are lapsing into heathenism. If

80, it is a heathenism which tends |
to the uplifting and betterment of |

It is a heathen-
i1sm that will not retard our onward

the human race.

progress, or relegate us to the dark

ages brought about by strictly
Christian rule.
The recent sermon of the Rev.

Dr. Hillis, Lyman Abboti’s succes-
sor at Plymouth Church, New York,
1S a of the
rapid disintegration of the Christian

striking illustration

the |
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one of the paintings

ts - i y ok

o
o

Ing. Hence has arisen the .-ff-ii’lulml a4 \';i:&_f, ],t-t the cobbler

M1 n--5) SRR W, R e Lk s B

greatest ignorance in l'rflff‘i\i!._;_: the other parts of the [miht-

it p e N ety

As a result of sticking to business come and see the rush

at Silverton’s Busy Store and inspect the Bargains, at

ames Craig’s

Silverton,

STRICTLY ONE PRICE

Oregon.
PRODUCE TAKEN

AT A
WA
Q>0

L |

o

é“f‘- A A A

0550550

i:"\gévi .&‘V‘i e e YaaTa's

Book

L'BERAL UNIVERSITY PRESS
1899

wAAS YA AL TAAL TAST BAASCAS AT
L2 ) 2 [ Leals
R e X XO LIS T oL oL

LAY ] '.J‘Vf: AL SAL BAL AL AL BAS Y ""J"""h"\"}'h."n"‘, ‘.":-.‘ “. :;‘,\"
jg.‘) 05505500 05505050 btfo:n,gﬁ:»*, Q-50>505 &»23, ;*3'-‘
S0 Lan Ta e T e B oy N N Y N A L WA AV PV - S
Ty A
<9 <
79% 388
AYAY 4  d
;¢ TORCH OF REASON <
I T D ?gﬁ:
L N
535 llllllIIlllllllllllllllllll.l.... jﬁ,f’
A * » -
by “ LAY
Sol ol
& ‘¥
LY A
° o’
22 o
%‘% 14
Y.
1S \\’ 2
y iy L] .
<0 <05
."vé - S
“*}i - 'igg
y - A
jol ik --

AL
SO>
PAY

ij:g g
RJ'O 'u{\
o &
5o o’

os

53’{ jo?

| Sat Sat
2 No. 2. %

1] [

ggé s

sel st

‘x:_‘fa Fa e

Sol Sol

j“.”“\ L}{:q

jo¢ «“Truth bears the Torch in the o’

AY

So7 search For Truth.” %“35

;“ Wg'

e g:?\ﬁ

7

g\% ' 792

7

2% %

7 59

- SILVERTON, OREGON AP

38

‘aata's

PRICE TEN CENTS.

Six Tracts to Promote

In Place of Christianity :
1 Can Sins be Forgiven?

|2 Does Christianity or Science Promote Civil-

ization?
3 Is Religion or Science More Reliable?
4 Evolution and Comparison of Religions.
d Does Belief in Miracles Benefit?
|6 Immortality or Annihilation?
JUST THE THING

to hand to your Christian friends. Send
| 2 cents for 6, or 6 cents for 25 tracts,
5 to ErLiza Mowry BLiven, Brook-
f lyn, Conn., or send 10 cents
for 50, either kind or as-
sorted kinds, to

THE LIBERAL UNIVERSITY,

Silverton, Oregon.
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all. PETALUMA IKCUBATOR
is absolutely perfect as to incubator essentisls— proper applica-
tion and distribution of heat and meolsture, regu-
Iation and ventllation. For 50 to 30 egues. WE PAY
'.!I‘"T """E.E intheU S, l{.'lnl.l‘*' me catalog r.'!'l_'.

Petaluma Incubator Co., Box » Pctaluma, Cal.

50 YEARS’
EXPERIENCE

TraDE MARKS
DesiGns

COPYRIGHTS &cC.

Anvone sending a sketch and description mav
quickly ascertain our opinion free whether an
invention 18 probably patentable. Communieca-
tions strictly confidential. Handbook on Patents
sent free. Oldest ngency for securing patents.

Patents taken through Munn & Co. receive
wpecial notice, without charge, in the

Scientific American,

A handsomely illustrated weekly. ILargest cir
culation of any scientific journal. Terms, $3 a
year; four months, §l. Sold by all newsdealers.

MUNN & Co,3e1ereamar. New York

Branch Offica. #25 F Rt.. Washington, D. C
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The Oldest! ti
Largest ! Musie
Store, Leadi ngPi
anos and Organp
209=211 First St.
PORTLAND, OREU




