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For the Torch of Reason.

Freethought Self-poised.

BY JO H N  PRESCOTT G U ILD .
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A PHYSICIAN
hand, wap fit to be classed with the
“ wild man of Borneo”, and not 
even the most vicious snake of the 
jungle would dare “ reveal itself un-

(“ I t  is b e tte r  to  w ear th e  rags of honest " j " ' “ in 9 P i r a t io n ”  » » <  »
poverty than  to w ear the  purp le  robes of c o in ra o d d y  b rew ed  by the ignorant 
!'y! ^ r ' s.- ;an ' , .",<‘' ' - i t - to so down and superstitious, or else bv th e  de-

save bv those who honor a m an for dar- P rav ec* wise, who used it as a means
I T * *  },i8 honest thou? h b  than  to rob, subdue and control the iff- 

to th ink  for one m om ent of sacrificing . , vumrui m e ig-
n a tu re ’s choicest gifts upon the  blood- n o r a n t  a n d  s u p e r s t i t io u s ;  th a t the
^taine-l a lta rs  of bigotry and supersti- advocates of the “divinelv-revealed 
tion. —Anonym ous paratrranh.l R;k1 „ , , rev e a ie il

Bible have always opposed sci
ence; tha t the names and deeds of 
all the fearless investigators and 
honest searchers for T ruth  will be 
loved and revered long after everv 
priest and preacher th a t ever lived, 
now lives, or m ay hereafter live, 
shall have been erased from m an’s 
memory forever; tha t posterity will 
refer to them as the great and fear 
less deliverers of hum anity , and to 
priests and preachers as treacherous 
stum bling blocks in the way of th a t 
delivery, who delayed hum an hap 
piness for untold centuries behind 
a cruel curtain  of darkness, super
stition, chicanery, plotting, th reat- 
enings and m urder.

Agnostics realize th a t it is nobler 
to do som ething for the benefit of 
man while he lives than it is to 
chisel a lying epitaph on his tom b
stone; that the eating of bread is 
better and more wholesome than a 
belief tha t one is eating it, or a 
faith that one may eat some in the 
future; that it is better to realize 
tha t this life is a certainty  than  it 
is to mope around like a chicken 
with the cholera and wait for a 
lovely hereafter tha t is a decided 
uncertainty. I

Agnostics know that, according 
to the Bible, “God” made hea veil i 
and hell, and that he must be a 
very bad individual to bave made 
the latter, and that association with 
him at either place is to he avoided.

tion .” —Anonym ous paragraph .)

Fear not to th in k  thy  though t 
The though t thy  sense descries.

His reason stands for nought, 
W ho dares not use his eyes.

Be bold to speak thy  th o u g h t; 
D issem ble not a jo t.

The m an who can  be bought 
Is no th ing  bu t a blot.

Be strong  thy  th robbing  brain . 
Stay not for feeble h e a r ts ;

For th in e  shall be the  gain 
W hen bigotry departs.

V\ hat though thou a rt  alone 
And “ guved” by all the  throng?

Although thou gnaw a bone,
Be not th y  actions wrong.

Can stand  alone th e  just,
Mid hypocrites u n k in d ;

And though he chew a crust,
Think w ith a full-fledged m ind.

\\ hat boots the  foolish boasts—
\ ast flocks by e rro r won?

One w ith th e  tru th  is hosts— 
Freethought can stand  alone.

The wise can stand  alone,
Though m ultitudes assa il;

th e  false shall tie o ’erth row n,
And tru th  a t last prevail.
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Superstition, Insanity, Ignor
ance.

BY C. S. SPARKS.

Agnostics are unacquainted with 
“spirit m anifestations” ; the “de
parted” never “appear” to them, 
neither in their waking nor 
in their sleeping hours. In 
their “ m ind’s eye” nothing but 
the real appears; gods, ghosts and 
phantoms give them the go hv and 
seek more congenial com pany in 
the m ind’s eye” of the credulous. 
Spirit rappings” never occur w ith

in their hearing; they are the crea
tures of the “ Witch of E ndor”, and 
go in the same com pany as they 
(hd in her time. “ H eavenly songs” 
are never heard by the Agnostic, 
and to the dying one C hrist never 
appeared with outstretched arms. 
Strange, is it not? but it is true. 
He mingles in the same society as 
of old.

Agnostics know th a t “conver- 
sion” is an acknowledgement of be- 
hpf and faith and a surrender of 
tl»e au thority  of one’s own mind, 
and tha t “ sanctification” is an evi
dence of illiteracy, and is born of a 
consuming fear of “ bell”, and th a t
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