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The Second Stage ot Free-
thought: Enterprise.
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So far from disbelieving every-

thing, skepticism went everywhers
in search of truth and certainty.
Since the church could not be ab-
solutely certain of the truth of its
tenets, its (lllt}' was to be tolerant.
But llt-il};_f intolerant it }Jt'{'.‘lllll'_ 18
Julian Hibbert put it, “well-under-
stood self-defence” to assail it, The

the

hurch  fought for
thinker fought for truth.

power:

’
Freethonght among the people
may be likened to a good ship

manned by adventurous mariners,
wno, eruising about in the ocean of
came sirens, as

theology, upon

ther mariners had dope before
langerous to be followed by navi-
gators bound to ports of progress,
Many were lh('l't-'}i.\' dw('n_\'m] to
their own destruction. The sirens
f the churches sang alluring songs,
whose refrains were:

1. The Bible the guide of God

2. The origin of the universe

disclosed.
o5. The care of Providence gas-
“ured.

4. Deliverance

prayer dependable,

from peril Oy

5. Original sin effaceable by
grace.

6. Perdition avoidable by faith
in crucifixion.

/. Future life revealed.

T'hese propositions were subjects
[ resonant hymne, sermons and
tracts, and were not, and are not,
disowned, but stil] defended in
discussion by orthodox and cleriea]
dvocates. Save salvation by the
blood of Christ (a painful idea to
the might

fascinate

other ideas
the

They had enchanted many believ-

entertain),
well uninquiring,
ers, but the explorers of whom we
speak had acquired the questioning
*pirit and had learned prudently
to look at both sides of familiar
Subjects, and soon discovered that
the f;].ir-sppming propositions which
their

un-

had formerly imposed on
| unsound,
and The Syra-
“usans of old kept a school in
Which slaves were taught the WaYS
Christianity has kept

Imagination were

sightly unsafe.

f | ndage,
Such a school in which subjection
of the understanding was incul-
Cated, and the pupils, now free to
Invg stigate, resolved to see whether
such fi,ing.q were true.

Then began the reign of refn
tation of thr_'nlngit‘:ii error, by some
indignation at having been
impoged Upon, hy others from zeal
‘ :J_fﬂcr:n(-rtlntinn shonld end; by

more from enthusiasm for facts: h}.‘

‘he bolder sort from resentment at
‘e intimidatjon and cruelty with

.".-]uir_'f had been Suppressed
2. and hy not a few from the
i nii.—-‘ptltnliun, which has for
0me the delight men have for
<88 or cricket or other pursuit

Wi].{'i; fl.‘t.'- COl HH_'T and co- quest 1
1t

~ -.,’.-.g_-,-.;-.;'_r- Ught 1s a «
'}_.':l'r'. Of ':'jl‘ ;r;--__'ri-\ I 1 f{i",’s"“
W |l|!‘|"t‘ W !Ithi ~Clenece hHhe but ft'f'

open thought, the nursing motiher

of enterprise, of dise
tion, of new conditions of hu i
r”‘”"l'”n-h[?

A mdidern Hindn writer tells us
that: “The ”i:.tfll

capped by customs which

i~ SOrely }1_.- HINE
iare

pre-

“"1'1"””"] },\' }]i- ['r'j]l-__:]n[]-h ]}I'IIr\""

”"li:mi iH f'.\' lllftht' I‘ll.-r".'- .'].lni I'e-
strictions, the various classes foruy-
i::,‘_: the Him]u

had but little

Community  lhigy
room for X pansion
and progress, The result has bee,

stagnation, Caste has

the Hindus

has also prevented them fr. Nl ris-

;:['r VeriLe fj

from sinking, but it

il:g.”
’].}I'. n,lli

the Jews blew_ into the air of w

miracle bubbles whicl
der two ”HJH‘-;HITI Years ago du| it
their ehildhood
theology

churches sti)] in
The sea of would have

been stagnant centuries ago had
not insurgent thinkers at 1 ¢ peril
of their “Vt‘.-, created commorion

[ 11, Morals would have bLeen Ial-i--
oned on the shores of theology had
not Freethought puritied the waters
by putiing the galt of reason iuto
| that

year.—[English Secuiarisn,.

sea, freshening it vear by

Do you take the
Torch of Reason?

It is only One Dollar a Year, and
contains reading matter that you can
not get elsewhere for three times the
money. It comes every week. too,

‘Do you take the
Weekly Oregonian

It is published at Portland, ore.,
and contains more and better infor-
mation in regard to the Pacifie
Northwest than any other paper,and
i8 the best news paper in Oregon,
You get sixteen pages of good read-
ing matter each week, including all
the news of the nation and the
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Voltaire's Romances. Illustrated...,...... . 1 50

— Essays and Criticisms, Profusely illus. 1 50
Rousseau’s Vicar of Savoy, Portrait. " Cloth 50
Roussean’s Social Contract, Portrait....... ... 76
Meslier’s Su erstition in all Ages. Portiait, 1 00
Diedlier'd Glaube unp Bernunft, Portrait 1 0o
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Father Tom and the Pope at the Vatican...., 50
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Apocryphal New Testament.,... . =" 1 50
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Taber’s Faith or i TS NSl Sy 1 00
Keeler’s Short History of the Bible.. 75
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