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Notice!

A hand pointing to this notice denotes
that vour subscription has expired.
You are earnestly requested o re-
new so that you may receive the pa-
per without interruption. We have de-
cided that it is best for
that we do not send papers longer than
the time paid for unless so ordered.
This will prevent any loss and we will
know just where we stand.

We request you to send us the names
of Seculariste who might become sub-
geribers and we will mail sample copies.
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PRESENT NZEDS AND FUTURE
PROSPECTS,

In a card recently received from
our noted friend George Jacob
Holyoake of England, he says: *In

your last number which reaches me |

today you say, ‘perhaps we write
too much about the Liberal Uni-
versity.” I think not”” He also

speaks of the Ingersoll Chair in |

such a way that we are fully per-
suaded that this friend, whom we
have never seen, yet whom we have
learned greatly to admire, is

our Freethought fort.

peared in the Toreh of Jan. 25, and
then ask yourself if we in America
ought not to wake up. The L.U.O.
is said by friends to be the “best
thing on earth,” and it is from their
donations and patronage that we
have been able to continue thus far.
We sometimes fear, however, that
many who are able and perfectly
willing to help, wait for some great
movement before doing any thing,
and thus our work only crawls,
whereas it could fly just as well as
not. The Ingersoll Chair Endow-
ment will probably come all right.
It can not be a failure with such
men of judgment and renown as
now in ils success.

It is exactly what must be done if
our work meets the degree of suc-

cess that every true and loyal Free-
thinker is praying (working) for.
But while this is going on, while
one friend is willing us one thou-
sand dollars, another two thousand,
others insuring their lives in our
favor, and still others setting aside

are interested

all concerned |

in |
earnest about helping to establish |
Dear reader, . .

'let us keep out the vermin (talking |
read Mr. Holyoake’s letter concern- | : ( 8

ing the Ingersoll Chair which ap-

now through them our success is
assured if we follow up our victor-
ies and the people of the world will
hear something to their

Our work is now begin-

f00N il(l-
vantage,
ning to bear fruit in dead earnest.

' Christians are being converted to
the religion of Science and Human-
ity.

'of the compass are looking toward

Instead of the verifica-

Freethinkers from every point

'Silverton.

tion of the quotation that “those |

who come to scoff remain to
'pray,” it turns out that those who

come to pray remain to scoff at the

'and glorious salvation that really
t N

'saves ‘“to the uttermost.

lived in our little city for a number
‘of years remarked to us the other
Id.ty that there seems to be quitea

change going on. He said he knows

'off bad habits,and he wanted to know |
'what it all We are glad
'that we could tell the cause of the |

means.

'change and explain how much more
'to the advantage of the world such
'intellectual and scientific conver-
sions are than the old orthodox,
‘emotional, holy ghost method.

. The tree of knowledge of good
|and evil that we set outin E. M. 296
ir this garden of Eden of the Gold-

en West, is now beginning to bear
fruit.  Let us keep down the weeds;
snakes, etc.); let us fertilize; let us
cultivate; and the sunshine of
natural hope, and the rain-bearing
clouds of honest doubt will do the
rest.

LOVE AND LABOR.

The
heaven in comparison \\ith the hell
of ancient and modern heathenism,
owes its existence, not to belief in a
futurespiritual heaven and prayer to
a god, but to honest, rightly-applied
mental and physical labor. All
the science and art, and all of their
beneficent results, have come from
man’s love of working for his own
and for
Labor is

civiliz d world, which is a

his fellows’

happiness,
is a great
‘bleesing, and when properly indulg-
ed in it brings progress, he ppiness,
heaven,

not a curse, it

To some the word labor means
physical drudgery, but this is be-
cause of a false education. Physical
and mental labor are divinities that

‘are truly “two in one,” for one can

A Christian gentleman who has

of a large number who are leaving

|
|
| ¢
|

|

empirical condition of our civiliza-

tion is caused by the overwork

the one c¢lass and the idleness and
consequent dissipation of the other
class, Our youth must be educated

not only to labor but 10 LOVE TO
LABOR.
about with any degree of dispatch
rapidly changing the

wrong

h}’ our

present conditions
:I'ighl conditions;
be brought about by
‘those who love to lavbor for the

'good of Humanity here on earth.

can only

'Now the natural evolutionary forces |
old dogmas, and work for the new |

have at last evolved a few on this

'planet who have that love, and if

|
enough common

in their brains
r sense to get together, or at least to
‘work together, they will do at once
a work that the world needs right
laway.

| To labor only for a ‘“‘little home
and to be comfortable and happy”
is idiotic. To labor to have a home
in order to have a standing place
from which to throw out the life
‘lines of political, religious, educa-
‘tional and social reforms—one or
all is the only sane reason for build-
ing a home at all. If parents labor
'to save something for their own
children only, they are no more|
than human hogs with eyes that
can see no farther than their own |

pens.

This can only be brought |

to |
right conditions

those few have also had developed !

The thousands and millions |
of children of this and coming gen-|
erations are deserving and need our |

and to him that knocketh it shall
Or what man is there
whom if his son ask bread
will he give him a stone? Or if he
ask a fish, will he give him a ser-

pent?”

be nlwned.
of you,

The early Christians evidently
believed thoroughly in the literal
answer to pray, for did not their
“If ye shall ask any-
thing in my name, I will do it.”
The great masses of reading, think-
ing people of the world can not
longer be made to have that simple
kind of faith. With the exception
'of a few of the faith cure element
'and the most ignorant, illiterate
classes, people must have a better
explanation from the priests and
preachers for unanswered prayers
than the lack of faith or wickedness
of some of their numbers, and so
this method of the right reverend
faith carpenter is toggled up. But
how puerile it is! The poor modern
devotee, if he wants bread may get
a stone, but he mustn’t whine. e
must make up his mind that a
stone is much better than dry bread
for his digestive organs, and so,
after modestly praying for a fish
and receiving a serpent, he and his
family, after asking a blessing, pro-
ceed to gnaw the devil out of the
| stone. No matter if it does lacerate
their poor gums and lay heavy
in their stomachs. If there is
“wailing and gnashing of teeth”
among some of the younger mem-

savior say:

help, and from a material point of bers of the family, no matter, God

view, after we have provided those,

who by nature are very dear to us,

with wholesome food, clothing and |

educational advantages, all any one
can long enjoy, so as to extend
their power of doing good, our duty
to them, to the
world is very plain,

ourselves and to

To labor for,

knows best; and so the weakened,
' waiting, trusting Christian keeps
mumbling, “nevertheless not what
' I will, but what thou wilt,” dresses
'up every Sunday, and with his wife
and children, who have wanted
bread and fish for a long time,
trudges off to church with stoue

years in the financial interests of| pudding and snake soup in his

children who may, through

rebelling, become dissipated

or,

spendthrifts and make their wealth |
a curse to everybody, is simply de- |

laying the great good that the par-

ents’ energv and well-regulated
labors might have given to the
world.

What our youths need is a true
education—one that comes from
exnmple as well as precept, and
there is no education worthy of the
name that does not fit men and
women to labor with both hand
and brain,and to fill the high office
of Minister of the Gospel of Hu-
manity.

the
parents foolish slavery, be made |
foolish slaves to wealth themselves, |

stomach. Of course they hear
“just the best sermon ever preach-
ed,” and of course each one cheer-
fully drops a penny into the contri-
bution box, for “God loveth a
cheerful giver.” Didn’t the dear
pastor read it from God’s holy
word? O, how silly and how easily
duped have been the ape-like crea-
tures that have inhabited “God’s
footstool.” How long, O, how long
must the sacred farce be kept up?

But the diviue writer whom we
have quoted says farther on: “And
it may come to pass in later lif:
that our specific petitions for thisor

ithat thing way grow fewer. We




