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1 , j , . much more than  it seep and somp-
We know and distinguish obiects .• . . ., , . ? . . time.«, in excited  o r ab n o rm al cases,bv the s ta te so f consciousness w hich, ./  * . , , , . ’ everything, and w ill then insist

through tiie senses th ey  produce in , .. . . . . .* ’ ‘ th a t  s im p ly  “ seeing is believ ing” .
us. W hat things are in themselves, Hence we h 
apart from their effects upon us and 
from the conscious states to which 
they give rise, we do not know.
The external world, as we conceive '  
it through our forms of perception 
ana modes of thought, may have no 
resemblance whatever to the abso
lute reality. Between the in ternal 
and external order there is congru 
ity, but resemblance cannot be 
affirmed.

The conclusion of all psycholog
ical analysis is, as H uxley says,
“that all phenomena are, in their 
ultimate analysis, known to us only 
as facts of consciousness.”

W hat are phenomena? W hat 
appears. In other words, the ap 
pearance of the real, the effects upon 
consciousness of th a t which is.

That which is, is “ the thing in i t
self”—that which is independently 
of the perceiving self. This is the 
“unkuowable,” the “ inscrutable,’’the 
“unpicturable,” and the “essence of 
being.”

My Agnosticism is based upon 
the inability of the hum an mind to 
transcend the condition of cogni
tion. We can know things only as 
they are related to us. W hat being 
is except as it is in relation to us 
we do not, we cannot know’. There
fore I call myself an Agnostic.

For the w’ord Agnostic, as used 
by those who say, “ I  don’t know 
whether there is a God or not,” I 
have no use. I th ink such use of 
the word indicates the A B C  state 
of thought. Agnosticism proper, is 
only in regard to the nature of ul-

ave a world of sp irit
ism (tha t of Swedenborg, for in 
stance), with lots of subjective 
spooks etc., so well attested that it 

ill deceive “ the very elect” unless 
they be “scientific” like Mr. U der 
wood. Of course the healthy posi 
tion is to keep these two sides of 
perception, cognition, conception, 
etc., healthy, well-balanced and a l 
ways critical of each other, and 
subject to constant cross-exam ina
tion. Or as Goethe says it better 
than  we, thus:—

“ Den Sinnen hast du dann zu t r a u e n ; 
Kein Falehes lassen sie dich schauen 
'Venn dein V erstand dich w acherhä lt. 
M it Irischem Blick bem erke freudig, 
t  nd wandte, sicher wie geschm eidig, 
Durch Auen reich begabter W elt.

“ Thy senses also hast thou to tru s t ;  
N othing false will they let thee see—
1 f thy  understanding  keep the  awake : 
W ith freshen ’d ¿glance then  joyfullv 

O BSERV E,
And so rove, safelv because p lian tly , 
Through the fields of the  richly-gifted 

world.”

his “ F undam ental Problems” shows 
alas! too well. The only safety is 
to extend correlation into his logic 
of “ Forms” , so as to m easure and 
equate every thing a nd every change 
scientifically by its befoke and af
ter. This elim inates the epook 
“ thing in itself”, and leaves us cer
ta in ty  and plain sailing for the rest 
of our lives.

But let us not tempt him by the 
echoes of our old battles m ateria l
istic, but invite him as a Monist to 
join with us and the Germ an class 
of the Liberal University, in their 
chant of another healthy verse of
G oethe, to-w ii:—«

Vielfach is der M enschen S treben,
Ihre U nruh , ih r V erdruss;

Auch ist m anches Gut gegeben, 
M ancher liebliche G enuss;

Doch das grösste Glück im Leben,
Und der reichlichste G ew inn,
Is t ein gu ter, le ich ter S inn.

Manifold is M an’s striv ing ,
His unrest, his vexation ;

Yet m any a good is given,
Many a lovely joy is h e re ;

B ut the greatest Luck in Life,
And the richest gain to find 
Is  a sound and cheerful m ind.

T. B. W.
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This is the healthy,common sense 
basis of the whole business of right 
living. And may ibis article of 
Mr. Underwood’s help us all, big 
and little, thereunto!

And now, “ Friend of my better 
days”, a word of w arning:— I pray 
thee, drop th a t word “ Agnostic” , 
and beware of the “ Ding an sich”! 
The first word, Agnostic, is simply 
a duhiosity, and has so m any m ean
ings, good and bad, th a t it has no 
meaning except as it is constantly 
re-defined and applied; and even 
then it always has a suspicion of 
uncertainty and want of sincerity. 
Let us all be Scientists— Truth-
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your Liberal friends and acquain t
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two-cent stamp.
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