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) Y the word matter we desig-
: nate the substance that con-
stitutes the world-building
Universe. It is
our senses, exists all
aboat us, and in our own bodies.
All are more or less familiar witl,
its properties, and its wonderful
combinations and varieties, Its
usefulness and beauty are recog-

nized and admired in the mineral,
the vegetable and the animal king-
doms,  Volumes, yea, whole libra-
ries would be inadequate to do jus-
tice to the grand subject. I can
only indicate a few facts and con-
clusions with which we are at pre-

heat it becomes liquid. A stil]
higher temperature vaporizes. [y
then fills more space, but on cooling
it resumes its original form and size.
Chemiecal action also changes the
forms of matter, deconposing com-
binations and forming new ones,
liberating the component gases of
substances, : nd dissolving minerals
or other solids or restoring them.
The =olid substance becomes an in-
visible gas, or the reverse. Color-
less solutions when combined may
produce beautifully colored precip-
itates. It would be impossible to
give much more than a hint of the
varieties found in Nature,
Notwithstanding all the changes
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imes more minute than the mole-
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Matter then, being indestructible,

nd as a matter of course unbeliey-
ble. It has always existed and
Iways will. Like time and space




