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BY ISAAC A. POOL.
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never mind what. To a man who 
has or who knows of no duties, the 
motives which promise to give him 
pleasure will become the strongest- 
they will direct his energies, as itMIND me of a pair, sincere, devout I 7 . 1 direct his energies, as it 
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destre for pleasure. But this so- 
ealled natu ra l dslre for pleasure is
the greatest danger for m an. And 
wherever we investigate the m eth
ods of progress we shall find th a t 
it is far from taking p laCe In the
linn 1_j
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before?
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These add fresh horrors to the ghastly 

scheme,
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useful work. Rich people who, 
w ithout becoming exactly crim inal, 
can allow themselves to let their 
actions follow the line of least re
sistance, are in a most dangerous 
plight. “ How hardly  shall they 
th a t have riches” atta in  a moral, 
not to say a strong development of 
their souls’ Those th a t are rich 
th a t can live well, tha t can live for 
the sake of enjoying life, should for 
the sake of their own soul-life im 
pose upon themselves heavy duties, 
as heavy as they can bear. They 
should educate their children so 
tha t they feel unhappy unless they 
have great duties to perform. The 
moral worth o f a man does not de
pend upon the am ount of pleasure 
be provides for him self and others, 
hut upon the am ount and scope
and weight of du ty  he is able to 
carry

M lvanon by illusion is like the joy 
bT intoxication. R  is neither last', 
ri'g n o r i s i t  wholesome, and when 

>s gone it will leave ng ead,jer 
than before. Instead  ol helping it 
will harm .

A man who, like Faust, can sat- 
J*fy all his desires, is tru ly  in the 
hands of S atan , as Goethe in his 
great philosophical allegory dem on
strates. Only a strong character, 
as is Faust, who yearns for a h igh
er hfe, can overcome all the temp
tations. He tastes of the pleasures 
of life and finds them shallow. 
Ihe re  is no satisfaction for the long
ing of his soul in any of them. Yet 
as soon as Faust abandons the 
standpoint of egotism he finds a 
satisfaction which he had never 
expected. He forgets the im petu
ous desire for pleasures in a great 
work that he undertakes for hu
m anity. He finds that satisfaction 
lies not in the aim solely, but in 
the effort to reach the aim ; not in 
liberty, but in a tta in ing  and deserv
ing liberty; not in the harm onious 
enjoym ent of life, but in being the 
m aster of one’s fate, in building 
one’s own life and m aking it h a r
monious:
“ Yes! To this thought I hold with firm 

persistence;
Thetru e re8ult ° f wis(loni stamps it

HW h lyi ? r"’ bisfreedom and existence, 
W ho daily conquers them anew.”

Faust has become too old to enjoy 
the fruits of his labor himself, but 
he feels e tern ity  breath ing  through 
•is soul. H is work will live after 

bun and be a blessing unto thous
ands:

The Ethical Test.

BY DR. PAUL CARUS.

All religions are systems of eth 
ics; and ethics by the very fact 
hat it teaches man how to regulate 
lis conduct is a religion. Every 

religion comes, or pretends to come 
as a salvation. I t  throws light 
upon the world around us in which 
we live and thus it aids us in our 
endeavors to escape from the mis
eries caused hy our ignorance and 
folly.

The religion of science like all
other religions comes to the rescue
of man. I t is true th a t the tru ths
of science appear at first sight to be
destructive. They destroy the il 
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now enjoy the highest m o m e n t,- th is !”
Faust had pledged his life to Me- 

pbistopheles as soon as he should 
enjoy a moment of satisfaction. 
The moment is come and Faust 
dies. But th a t which gave him this 
satisfaction was none of S a tan ’s 
gifts. It was none of the pleasures 
of egotism. It was a higher kind 
of pleasure which has nothing in 
common with what is generally 
called pleasure. For it is a satis
faction of the powerful super-indi
vidual yearnings of the soul. And 
th is  is the only happiness th a t man 
can a t ta in .- fT h e  E tnical Problem.

Down forever down, with any re
ligion th a t requires upon its ignor
ant a lta r  the sacrifice of the god
dess Reason; th a t compels her to 
abdicate the shining throne of the 
soul Strips from her form the im 
perial purple; snatches from her 
band the scepter of thought, and 
makes her the bond-woman of a 
senseless faith.

To Hy “Spiritualist Friends” 
Churches and Out.

BY T. B. WAKEMAN.

T
h e  way in which the diecu
8,on of the subject of Spiritua
ism has been left a t the Libert 

clubs, the Silverton Thought Ex 
change and o ther places, where th, 
<>bl and new views of the world art
brought into conflict, seems to me ic
some respects unsatisfactory. We 
bad hostility instead of adjustm ent- 
Neither party  have been able to de
rive the benefits tha t each ought to 
be able to bestow upon the other. 
Fach party  has come to feel th a t  
be has a tru th  of which the other 
would deprive him and the world. 
Can we learn to realize, appreciate, 
and finally reconcile these differ
ences? If 8O, instead of being hos
tile, m ight we not become friendly 
and co-operative in furthering the 
satisfaction and progress of ind i
vidual life and th a t of the commu
nity, and to some extent th a t of 
the world a t large?

Three hundred years ago the sup
ernatural, i. e., the theological view 
of the world prevailed over every
thing. G radually  the intellect has 
worked out Science and made it 
the real, i. e., the bottom verifiable 
basis of our life. I n the mean tim e 
the Liberal Spiritualsts, have large
ly em ancipated the ideal, religious, 
em otional, or spiritual  na tu re  of 
man from old unscientific dogmas, 
but have not as yet put a scientific 
instead of the old supernatural 
basis under them. Thus has re
sulted the modern antagonism  of 
The Real vs. The Ideal? Now the 
time has come for each party  to 
understand the other. The Spirit
ualist must learn to see the world 
as the objective Scientists see it, 
and the objective Scientist m ust 
come to see the tru th s  and necessi
ties o f the ideal, m oral, aspirational, 
aesthetic nature and part of m an, 
which can only be conceived of or 
discovered subjectively, or as the
old phrase was, “spiritually  d is
cerned.”

It is only by this exchange of 
views tha t the Liberals, and m an
kind generally, can get the benefit 
of the two elem ents, the real and 
the ideal, which are absolutely nec
essary to the world’s progress 
These elem ents are the objective 
tru th s of Science and the subjective 
concepts of thought and feeling in 
dispensable in the ennoblem ent of 
Love. Each of these, T ru th  and


