THE TORCH oF REASON, SILVERTON

I hen notice how al
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Peter from heaven, with the com-

and, “Kill and eat” { Acts 10
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\Is come from? Where were those
coelestial stockyards?

But these storieg, \pparitions and
“visions” are all too manifestly real
18 subjective myths, and too absurd
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tended that he saw Jesus “in thel

flesh”

He saw only “in the spirit”,

\ few years ago the “Apocalypse of

Peter” was discovered in ]'.‘1_{\‘}*[,
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duly written in Greek, of which he
never knew a word, and which ]
have here. With it was discovered
the corresponding “‘gospel” written

fterwards, which is also here in

(rreek, plainly written to support |

t vision. The Jewish Christians

never wrote gospels; they had no
such faets, nor need of such facts.
['hey had real “visions” from which
th
Jesus earth or in
heaven. Take, for instance, the
revelation of the Lord’s Huplwr to
Paul — “For I have RECEIVED of
the Lord that which I have deljy-
ered unto you. How that,” ete.,
the “vision” of the sup-
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duly expanded in the “gospels”, in

. 11:23). This vision was

which, for instance, Luke is made
to say that he sets forth “in order
4 DECLARATION of those things which
\ire most surely BELIEVED among
us,even as they were DELIVERED from
the beginning unto eye witnesses
and ministers of THE worp” (Luke
[:3).  This is not the preface of the
narrator of objective facts collected,
but of subjective clues and facts
to Witnesses” in
“Apocalypses”,
Then how did the “gospels”
Subjectively, as a matter
fcourse. When the visionists and
heir believers had to explain their

delivered “eye

come? i

reeks and Gentiles of objective
mind, they had
Messiah, or Christ, i. e.. Jesus, a his-
ler

i

to make

cal fact and person. So un¢
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visions the subjective fancy, out of
best materials known and col-
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‘18, or both, whose names, appear-

' 10 the stories, seemed likely to
Mmake them seem to be good wit-
S of the stories told.
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the Apocrypha, without any real

reason or consistency whatsoever.
But the work of making gospels,
that is “Lives of the Christ,” has

stopped from
Matthew Mark
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most absurd and ridie:

lively, subjectively it is the most
advanced kind of mppar, painting—
Homo?” The last appear-

|ance of “Christ” I have seen is

“Eece

' the novel “Quo Vadis,”
'emits those words in Latin(?) from
| heaven, and thus drives Peter back
lto his marty
| the t

Iland travesty of history,

itle to that most absurd nove|

Every scientific historian, every |
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where he

rdom, and furnishes |

' falls.

{many to come to

| man of common sense ought to pro-|

| test against these impossil
| of ( ‘hrist”—anecient or modern—be-
:! ing considered other than jde
| mances or “divine fictions.”
|are, otherwise, simply abuses of
|eredulity and of the most earnest
land sacred affections, and make the
| general concej
|| truthfulness
| life impossible,

| It is strange that
| thinkers of the last
JI Voltaire and Roussean

our Deistic

y gave credit
' to these
.‘rapp;ir(:ntl_v admit the existence of
.'thﬂ “man Jesus” and to crown him
J‘i\'ith eulogies, They seemed to have
dropped al] capacity to
JIwhvn they come to these stories,
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Even Thomas Paine, who hit right
on nearly every other Bible ques-
'tion from Jonah down, thinks there
-’I“msly have been” a good man Je-
'sus. Now let us see,
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birth, a life of miracles, with cruei-
fixion, resurrection and bodily as-
cension to a heaven—in the sky!—
and his that he
surely return from thence {he
in the sky) during the lives of those
then listening to him, and THEN in-
trodnce the “kingdom of heaven”
on earth, and hold a general judg-

ment day.

promise would

aven

What more absurd than to stand
up for these things in this “Age of
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Reason Now, forty million dol-

lars would be cheap for an “angel,”

an animal with Borw arms and
wings. The same amount—cheap
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In history or in “url'r('.'l”!'t] Chtistianity the “Religion of | Who hav
ever damned!

century, like |

. t Past sensations? and Euphrates r, of the still more
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what is the use of living for a past

event? That last question buries

the wle st and its motive.

nry

There was no such event: and was

and is no such heaven to come
fl"llli, or to g0 hi,
The Christ of the past was a

word, a myth which blossomed in-
In\‘i.-'illr1-'nff”!l»inll—-:b-l“tl;l”thur-‘t'
the other sun-g ds, heroes and say-
iors of old. But around this Christ
myth were gathered a mass of oth-
er myths and imagery and sacred
symbols, from India, Kgypt, Greece,
the North, until

mi;iu}' fabric of :'hl}l'('h-dngmzls,

Rome and the

creeds and ecclesiasticism, was
built up gradually through the cen-
But it

upon this myth of a Messiah, a god-

turies, all rests at bottom

man,and of a “firmament-heaven”,

With their tli.-::tmm:lr:mt'v from the
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tronomy and true human hi.-'tnr}'.
all that mighty fabrie of “Faith”
however long it
a realizing sense

As Faust says of that |

of the fact.
old world:

“A Demi-God
down !
We bear the ruins over into nothingness,
I lament o’er the beauty that is lost.
More ;~]r=t‘l|l“f”_\' build it again,
In thine own bosom build anew !
With clearer sense
Let newer songs
Ring out therefrom !’

Fruth] hath stricken it

With wonderful insight, Goethe

When we consider the |
dogmas and creeds that overgrew

.

1ts nucleus, he might well have |

'called it the “Religion of Horror”.
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liculous, inconceiva-
ble story of ereation out of nothing,
the rib-woman: the Fall of Man;
the Babel and Flood; the Total
Depravity; the damnatian of all of

. . |
four race before it exisied, except by | All

the agony and crucifixion of its|
Savior,—and that only to save

small part of the race; and that

i
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' small part to suffer ever and ever |

| o . |
' 1n a heaven above by knowing and |
| seeing the never-ending agony of

| beneath.

their fellow beings in eternal hell |
Even this rescue of the
few by the Savior is attained as the
result of his own life of humilia-
and tor-
Was trag-
ever

tion, agony, crucifixion
ture and terrible death.
edy more awful and horrible
realized or ever conceived?
How can we help but rejoice and
be “exceeding glad”, on this day of !
the Sun-birth, that the Sun of Sci-
ence has arisen and dissipated to
all people who will open their eyes,
these old, horrible nightmares of
the soul? Every one should know
Now that these and all the Old Tes-
tament stories, instead of deing di-
vine and infallible revelations, are
to
Hebrew stories, but the old
of the Chaldeans,

]’ur-iall-, who inhabited the often-

positively known be not even

mythes
Assyrians and
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| Over our deliverance?

and thf'lf thevy
truth
‘Arabian Nights”
hilil[.u'_\.‘ the :&l]ia‘jt_*(.‘li\'l' fan-

ever picked them up,
have

i L. 2 :
no more ;.Jr('Ij\':- or

reality than the
lh} are
clies ;ll](l It"_:

ends of the imaginative

Fastern peoples, — their old soul-

clothes, which the Hebrews, in
their early nakedness, have picked
up and passed on to us — all of

which was the most crye] Joke ever
Father Time?
The New Testament added
‘these old Eastern myths, that of
:“It‘ Christ appearance, his life of
i‘ miracles, and his terrible

played ipon us by
Lo

“erucifix-
to appease an angry Father,
Sun of Science

:I'Hll”
has dissipated
myth,—and that
i' should, beyond measure, add to the
|Joys of this day of t Why
| not? \dful than to
have to believe that the vast mass
of the human race had been creat-
ed to add to the glory of taeir God
|| by eternal torment? -except to have
to add to it,the belief that the same
| God consented to except a few by
horrible murder of hig only
Then, on earth, think of the
| wicked obloquy and persecutions
'that have followed the Hebrew peo-
!ple for their supposed part in this
!cru(-ifixitm of a Savior who was
'alrv:uly “slain from the foundation
(uf the world”! Then think of the
_!('I‘l]f*l wars, persecutions, tortures,
-and the agonies of those
esupposed themselves for-
Add to that the re-
of freethought, joy and
growth of the race,—~whose progress
'bas been actually arrested nearly
]twn thousand years by the
| 8tant expectation of the end of the
| world, with its judgment day and
'heaven and hell!
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AND NOW WE ARE LIBERALS!
free and “out in the clear!”
How can we ever rejoice enough
The Fourth
of July, grand as it was and 18, i8
as pothing to this emancipation of
the mind of man from these East-
ern nightmares. It was the sun
that did it—our Sun, the Sun of
With our joy of merry
the thankfulness of
gratitude be added to those Scient-
ists who, through toil, torture, suff-
erings and death have “borne the
torcb of truth in the for
truth,” and made possible nur great
emancipation!
So now let us turn the leaf from
the old to the new, and ask Screxce
as to the future of Christmas? Sej-

Science,
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ence in history is evolution; the re-
ligions and civilizations of the ages
another like

because the

have lived one above
the strata of ;_'Pulr:g}',
last and highest has alw 1V& resnult-
ed from thiose below., There hag al-
ways been gome human power, am-
motive which has been

bhition or

the soul of each f'i\'i]i;m'-i-:n---—prn-
Those
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ducing and sustaining it.

horrors could never have heen
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