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Freethought, which is the necessary 
condition of political freedom, which 
was and m ust be preserved as the 
foundation of the Republic itself.

Never has any tim e or occasion 
more impressively called for the 
assertion of this fundam ental Lib-
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ways this is true we dare not begin 
to state, for our space and time fail 
to cover what must rise in the mind 
as the shadows darken the future, 
which future was made clear to us 
by the teachings and  exam ple of 
the great Liberal, Thomas Paine 
and his co-workers.

At one time we thought tha t the 
only way for whom we are pleased 
to call the real Secularists to have 
their ideas fairly represented and 
pushed to the front was to build 
another national organization, but 
we look forward to this twenty- 
th ird  Congress with great hopes, 
and believe th a t the most im por­
tan t questions will be settled in a 
way satisfactory to the workers and 
to the interests of m ental liberty.

We understand th a t among the 
im portant m atters to be passed 
upon by this Congress will be that 
of further and thorough organiza­
tion of Liberals in each State. The 
time for th a t great measure was 
never more opportune. All the 
differences which have troubled and 
unsettled the past have scarcely 
left a ripple behind. The adm inis­
tra tion  of Pres. Remsberg seems to 
have been like th a t of Pres. Monroe, 
“ the era of good feeling” and recon­
ciliation. Such is the time when 
the future may be placed upon a 
solid basis of Secular harm ony in 
each and every State of the Union.

Let the Liberals from the Pacific 
Coast who can attend  prepare to 
be candidates as delegates, and 
those who may be in the E a s to n  
business or pleasure, signify th a t 
they will act as such if appointed. 
For the great W est ought to be 
well represented.

In California, M ontana and other 
states, legislation inimical to re­
ligious liberty have been defeated. 
In several states bills for the repeal 
or modification of the Sunday laws 
were introduced and found many 
supporters. In N ebraska a bill
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property was passed by the House. 
The society is preparing for more 
effective work in this field. In 
nearly every state committees have 
beeu appointed to look after legis­
lation and other m atters of interest 
to the society. In  every state, a 
bill for the taxation of church pro­
perty, the repeal of the Sunday 
laws, or the prohibition of religious 
teaching in the public schools, 
should be introduced a t the next 
session of the Legislature. The 
Union is now’ in a condition to 
render efficient aid in this work and 
all efforts for th a t or sim ilar pur­
poses should be reported to the sec­
retary , so as to receive the support 
and aid of this national organiza­
tion.

The further organization of the 
Liberals in every state will be pro­
m inently brought before the Con­
gress, and representatives from 
every section of our country are 
necessary to make this union of the 
friends of intellectual liberty effec­
tive, both for our own defense and 
the furtherance of the cause they 
have a t heart.

Let every Eastern Freethinker 
attend this Congress. Let as m any 
as possible of our W estern friends 
attend. Able speakers will address 
the Congress, inspiring music will 
be furnished and good fellowship 
will abound. W ith the roses of 
joy will be mingled the rue of grief. 
Since we last met two of our Presi­
dents have died our great and be­
loved leader, Col. Ingersoll, and 
our able and worthy brother, Dr. 
Westbrook. Arrangem ents have 
already been made for an Ingersoll 
Memorial meeting to occupy one 
session of the Congress.

The expenses attending a great 
National Convention are large. To 
meet these expenses we shall rely 
as heretofore upon the generosity 
of our Liberal friends. C ontribu­
tions for the purpose should be 
sent at once to the T reasurer, Otto 
W ettstein, Rochelle, 111.; to the 
Secretary, E. C. Reichwald, 141 S. 
W ater St., Chicago, 111.; or to the 
Editor of this paper.

J .  E. R emsburg, Pres.,
Atchison, Kas.

E. C. R eichw ald, Sec.,
141 S. W ater St., Chicago, 111.
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To The Freethinkers of America.
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The (D is  IInstitution of- the Ji{ind.

The tw enty-third A nnual Con­
gress of the American Secular Un­
ion and Freethought Federation 
will be held in Boston, Nov. 17th, 
18th and 19th. For the first time 
in the history of the society a Con­
gress is to be held in New England. 
Paine Hall has been tendered for 
the occasion and Boston F reeth ink­
ers will do all in their power to 
make it a notable gathering. The 
success of the coming Congress is 
assured.

While the results of the present 
year have not been all th a t could 
be desired, the society has accom­
plished much good. Thousands of 
pamphlets and papers advocating 
the principles of F reethought have 
been distributed. Documents re­
lating to state Secularization have 
been sent to members of Congress 
and State Legislators.

F a c u l t y — i Sq q - ’o o .
J. EARL HOSMER, Ph. L>., B. S. 1)., Pres.,

Superin tendent D epartm ent of Cosmology.
Mathematics, Physical Sciences, Dynamics.•/ ’ </

ABEL A. LEONARD, M. D„ M. E.,*
S uperin tenden t D epartm ent of Biology, 

Anatomy, Physiology, Animal Electricity, 
Physiological Psychology, Microscopy. 

THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN,
Superin tendent D epartm ent of Sociology and Law, 

General History, Sociology, Law, Linguistics, 
Ethics.

MINNIE P. HOSMER, L. S., B. S. D.,
S uperin tenden t P reparatory  D ep artm en t,

History, English Grammar, Botany, Vocal 
Music.

PEARL W. GEER, M. G. IL, Secretary, 
Business Methods and Correspondence.

MINNIE PRESTON,
Kindergarten and Primary Classes. 

SOPHIE WOLF,
Piano Music, Elocution, English Literature.

CLARA WAKEMAN,
Drawing and Painting.
ALICE DAVENPORT,
Sten ogra phy, Typew ri t i n g.

LOUIS RAUCH, Assistant, 
Bookkeeping, Commercial Arithmetic.

LORA AMES, Assistant, 
Physiology, Hygiene.
KATIE MATTESON,

Librarian.
PROFS. HOSMER, WAKEMAN, GEER, 

Lecturers on Religion of Science and Humanity.
*Dr. I^eonard has consented to take th is  cha ir un til some one 

can be found to till it perm anently .

S T U D E N T S  M A Y E N T E R  A T A N Y  T IM E .

We are now in our New building, which gives uh room 
for increased attendance and much lietter facilities for 
teaching. For term s and further particulars, address,
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P e a r l  W . G e e r , S e c ’y ,
SILVERTON OREGON.

Our offer of the Torch of Reason 
and the Oregonian for $1.50 is at 
an end and we now return to the 
old rate of $1.75, which is very 
reasonable, and we hope to get 
many subscriptions to both papers. 
Torch of Reason, $1.00; Oregonian. 
$1.50—$2.50 for only $1.75.

Our Job D epartm ent.
-------ALWAYS G IVES------

__ Satisfaction
---- BECAUSE IT O IV FS----

HONEST STOCK, FINEST INK AND EXCELLENT WORKMANSHIP


