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THURSDAY, SEPT. 21, E. M, 299.
THOSE SECULAR SUNDAY

SCHOOL LESSONS.

The time has come when we must
act or we will not have the S cular

Sunday School lessons ready for
this winter’s work, and following
the suggestions of our co-worker,
Eliza Mowry Bliven, we take it
upon ourselves to suggest subjects
llll'

and call for help in writing

lessons. There will be three grades
of lessons, and we hope that many
of these

the

will write on some or all
grades, and keep at it. All
lessons may not be published, but
the best best

others will be ;-x'iu!ul as sSoon as

ones and parts of
needed.

We have concluded to give a cash
;nl‘izv (the
later) for the best lessons, as an in-
hold

The judges will be

amount announced

ducement for writers to take
of the
the readers of the Torch of Reason,

work.

who will, at the close of the year’s
their The
voters, not knowing who the writers
until the

only be influenced by the merits of

work, send in votes.

are after contest, can

the lessons,
Here are the grades and topics
1

for the year’s work:

WORK FOR SECULAR SUNDAY SCHOOLS,

E. M. 299 AND 500,

I. Adult,
Study of the world’s Bi-
bles in the light of modern
science and morality.
[I. Intermediate
Hygiene and Morality
III. Primary.
Nature

Studies and Kin-

lic-r,;;t? tening

| l]:fl

only to adults,

j-'(‘t later. In

3 » 1 QO
RCH O] ~ {ILVERTON. OREGON, SEPTEMBER 21, 1899.
\ "1 t y | LY i =
. ’ t t¢ Al 0 1 0 ! : L L SR I't
! it ng 1oun U N 14aCLs \) ) LE] | ald I (0Oda 1 IHHIA=RKS
I 1) thie - ' ' t ' ' \ 1
| ja 10 i1 { o W :
1 . 1) ACI ! L! -l es Werte i Il
11 urseives i - : : .
\1 { from the eyes of their dupes, Lthers
I l vl DL N - : .-
' ' ‘ ' would be much surprise, disgust
I 1) I \!J,s 4]
nd rapid co slon to a more
] | W - = i 1 " .
common-sense religion than that of
1 - - 11l - - . -
; GOOD PREACHERS, (God and his « en ones
f \ I - [ 14 ] [ i Cl) .
Elll' -(.];17 the tuture F 1'1--_:.}
| 1 i I = 1 a9 { e '.1. II I
| I \ noy ,\}1| l : 1O D¢ l<l|.} I ers wi f | (1 Il'n\ ll QL |'}‘III’|
T ] 1) - i LIt 4 ] }
ng gooda 18 1 L very good DOY |+o become strictly honest, Many
riter V AsSK a )’ LI O 1he e ] j . . e . " o -
wril ) ! after all :1_“!1 when we hear certaln | will di p out of the business .".Ijtl
{ =L1 s | LI il - . 2 ad F M3 o - - - .y Rl
.'] 01 \ ) ministers |.I LUnrisi !r!’_’l}-i“l \'\.!‘\ IIl}' many less willli LA K¢ 1 [li I“ll":"
Twocolumns of the | 4-'5!--! |{' | v thoar ’i { ) and thes . 1 ] !
i I ADOVH OoLnel L WOl mel, anud .i: 5 }I.'i.\il-'_'_ 1 natural .i}":‘-.li' fol I‘l::'lil'
| e devoted t t hese |lessRONS - .
n will b levoted 10 Lnese 1c: I common '_zullli men ne '._{u-w[t-il en- -l.--.:'.-\if:-' will engage 1n the Heculal
' : r  and e one that the . 1 ) 2wy 11 . y s
each w , and we do hope thal the | ¢iraly. we ask ourselves, why will

burden of the work will not be al-

lowed to rest on a few shounlders,

[.et each write something and Wwe

will certainly find some good tim-

ber to use in the great work Ol ed-

ucating our youth and ourselves
free from the
dogmas and
heathen-like ancestors.

In a recent letter Mrs
gives the following
gestions:

Some have the

h gift to
others
vouths, while oth-

their

and instruct little children;
can better teach
hest

nra
ers can
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Among the variety
of methods and illustrations which |
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we OUgil

teaching

to b r-:ilm‘-“.r f 'lr-‘.‘l'il-lv.
|!]_Ehul'
have a surplus of good lessons 1n
store almost from the start,

Perhaps the first will
lead to discussion and deeper study,
and others will write on the sub-
had to
study each lesson several times, |
and add more to it another term,|
and repeatedly review, to make it |
S0 a [a;u't of ourselves as to be l‘t‘;itl_y
for practical use all our lives. So, |
in our Sunday School lessons, I
think our editor will welcome ad-
ditional knowledge at any time, on |
any subject that has been present-
ed.

Of course none of the Jessons can |

ing, our ought to
[
il"-’r-“li:'-'

school we

contain over 300 words, because
the Torch 18 small and can not
spare us much space, No one

should send longer lessons, oblig- |
ing the editor to cut them down.
He has l‘luull-r‘?l other work.

For awhile I mean to send some-
thing, if only one sentence, on ev-
ery subject selected which I under-
stand; but the editor 18 not to print
my attempts if he secures enough
that is better; but I can thus help
to keep the ball rolling till we have
writers enough so this becomes
needless. Who else will }u'll::’ The
|‘11_|'-t"l 18 L0 secure as many lesson
writers as possible, to aid them to
develop their own talents, and also
thereby we shall secure the best
lessons obtainable, for printing,
and furnish the Sunday School
il.'.“'illll‘* llt't.'ilt‘ti L‘\'t'l'}' where,

| suggest that no reference be
made Bible nor to God in
any of the Intermediate or Primary
[ mean to write mine o
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ride. and do all mannper of
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to do.

when one has nothing

A few hours’ work each

week at the ;-l--:l-;nll occupation of

preparing two lectures, worries the

QW OTa O w2 hi TV 1 a | . . " .
average preacher but very littl » | being forced to play the hypocrite.

gets a foot-

work, and when once 1t

hold it will entirely capture the
field. l'he one I}.iw_' that has he ld
back our work

o
el1se

$) .
more than anythll

has been he unwillingness or

inability of Freethinkers to take a

firm moral stand. This we are

| NOW beginning to do, and we look

| forward with

'other men, and have theo

and how easy a thing it becomes, |

after he has had a few years of

ij{il'li('i‘, to be very, very good. It
s a sad fact that the preachers’
-__r|.|-il1|' -= i.'- '-!I]}' .‘""I'I!til.ﬂ ',-_:'lilt]llll 585,
li“"'{’

[“"I"\ are ,\i"l{" Al i'lii\]]l as a

rule, and it is no wonder, for they

(the intelligent among them) know
that the very foundation of their
frand. They know that

trade is a

most of their flock are ignorant of|
' straight the way of Humanity.

the il]r-lnl'}‘ of religions, and yel
they preach about everything ex-
cepting the very things that the
people ought to know. Taey are
exactly on a par with the Catholic
priests in this respect.
tian creeds as well as all supernatu-
ral religions, depend altogether on
the ignorance of the majority ol its
adherents aud the hypocrisy of the
rest. Knowing this, as every in-
telligent preacher must know, is not
the

conducive of moral

1l miinistera of
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the goodie men ca
Christ, the

fact that some naturally good men

Jesus We recognize
have been lead into the ministry by
their own youthful ignorance and
the advice of their friends, and that
that

they are quiie hard to entirely

Sfome are so ;:mltl li;l[lll'Ll]:_\'

spoil; yet for such it is a very hard

fight, and generally ends in their

leaving the ministry or in their in-
.-;mit_\'.

[t is claimed by statisticians that,
according to their numbers, there is
more crime committed by preach-
ers than !1.\' any other class of citi-

/,"I.",‘\l-"i Our reasoll and expt ri-

ences lead us to think that it would
is called

I|;lt1.11‘.t1.}}' be 80, [dleness

the mother of vice and the preachers

arecertainly the mostidleof all men,

health of
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to the time when all preachers will

stand on an equal footing with

yportun-

ity of being truly good instead of

WHO AND WHAT?

Who are we that we should un-

dertake the ;;I"-:lt work of redeem-

from its corruption.

ing the world
We are the voices of a few, who have
been saved from the (d)evil of or-
thodoxy and its imps, erying in a
make

wilderness of selfishness to

llvln-;:t ye, for the

MAN is at hand!
Many have recognized the great

kingdom of

|o 1
importance of our work and be-

The Chris- |

lieve as we do that it is the greatest
movement of this age. Those who
the active work of
great Freethought
educational center are just common

are engaged in
building up this
people. In fact we might be
considered by some uncommonly
We
workers. Of
We

without

common, are all just com-

maon course we are

inspired. couldn’t do any-
the inspiration of

? The only differ-

thing
God. could we
ence between ns and the other fel-
lows who are inspired and work-
ilif_: for the “:.I‘.‘:l?iun iaf the wnr‘nl.
is that they know that they are in-
We feel that

we are no better than anyone else

r;-il‘---l and we don’t.

and that everyone else is just as

sure to go to heaven as we are, and
we are quite sure that heaven is

illlitt‘ near us. It ie all “in our

minds,” doun’t you see?

But sometimes circumstances, 1!
herited traits and early training

cause just common people to do

i

some very uncommon things, and

the most

we believi 1at One {

most ben

uncommon and vet




