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TWENTY-THIRD PSALM,

We are not she ep and fear no want,
For “‘labor conquers all®
To lie us down in pastures green

We do not care at all,

We are not led; we stand erect;
We'll have no souls restored.

We do our best to do the right
The gods no more afford.

We fear not death nor evil men,
For fear 18 for the slave.

The staff of Truth and Justice’s vod,
They comfort, bless and save.

A feast is spread ; we all may eat
Of Knowledge’s precious fruits,
The oil and wine in Science’s cup
Change men from cringing brutes,

So we will love the good and true,
And forfeit freedom never:
Sweet homes Oon '.‘:'.!'!.I!. with love ‘!i‘.-if:'-‘.

We’ll perpetuate forever.

PERPETUITY OF CHARACTER.

There are as many different char-

} are human beings

acters as ere ge,

{
vet, like the

these characters

and many flowers,
classified

The

two great divisions of the emotions

can IH‘

for the convenience of studv.

are painful feelings and pleasant

feelings, and as our wills and intel-
lects are based on our fellings and

largely governed by them, our

characters are primarily formed

by a combination of painful and

pleasurable sensations. If happy,

inspiring surroundings are suffic-

ient to overcome our inherited

weaknesses, or our inherited

suflicient to

strength is force our
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may be II‘.J!I"’I] in the first great di-
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Like begets like; pleasur-
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vision.

able conditions produce

pleasurable tendencies; pleasurable correct and any «
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will
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been formed, both in character of
mind and body, and how import-
ant it is to the happiness of coming
;_n-ln'r;ninn~ that the men and wo-
their

then

men of our time “act well

l.:n'r". Are we hypocrites?

will the world =ee another crop of
these

trying to lay up treasuares for our

[u--tif;-ru:n- beings. Are we
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selves Do we have gloomy, pain-

ful or brutal feelings? our actions

will index our thoughts, and not

Hnl_\' will our uI'}a};ri:;::-', 1f

to bless(?) us,

any are

but those whose characters are af-
fected by coming in contact with
have and produce the
same. But the opposite also is true,

and how glad the true lovers of our

' race are to discover that the great

fittest,

[ measure

characters of the/ L rfectlv ant

avoid their rv}wlir ion?

universal law is the survival of the
\\'}1“
good?

mistakes are we

Are we honest? can

our influence for
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make

make reparation and
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the self-respect and self-control
which alove can insure happiness?
Are we trying to make the world

better, and in spite of all inherited

'weaknesses and outside evil influ-

ences are we in harmony with the

laws of nature and with nature's

highest productions? If so, who
can determine the boundary of our
estate of good influence, though we
be one of the lesser stockholders in

the

progress?

grand domain of the world’s

RESEARCH VS, BIGOTRY.

A Dutchman is

saying, “The longer

represented as

1
one jives 1||t-

more he find by Yesus Christ oud”:

and it does seem that one can learn
quite a good deal if he only knows
how and I't‘;l“_\‘ lives IUI:;_[ enough.
One of the most use al :".-.‘-n'l:-, and

irn-

perhaps one of the last to he

ed, is one’s own ignorance and in-

capacity. One is apt to think his
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[ts propositions are absolute, [t
holds that a god created the uni-

verse: that its holv book is infalli-
ble; that its savior must be
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follow. he
people

t him

and damnation will
god of the Christians,

wher the were curious to

know more abou IS represent

that T am?”

What wonld a soldier do.

b
ed as saying, “I am
when on
out, “Hal'!
passing

I am

that I am™, or the synonymous ex-
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to find out who and what he is,

what a vague,

uns=atistactory, con-
fusing, contradictory explanation

He¢ 18 the son of tha Great

he gets.

[ Am, the son of a virgin, the son |

of a ghost. The more one follows
such an example, the more bigoted,
evasive and unscientifie he becomes,
but we are taught that these things
They
are not matters of reason; when we
then

Christians bave ears,

are so illlll In‘t'll

no !rrtinf_

once hear them we must be-

lieve them.

but hear naught but “Jesus and
They may talk of|
reason, but faith admits of nothing
of the kind.
and so their duty to their fellow

him crucified”,

“Jesus ]:;1it1 it all”’

men consists only in shouting the'
“What

seems to be a gpe-

praises of Jesus, will you
do with Jesusg?”
cies of argnment that all the know]-
edge of facts can not disarm. Ig-

norance and love of ignorance is

a hard fort to batter down.

Seience rests not on the mere As-
sertions of wise men and gods. The
world is supposed to be round, but
the most devout followers of Science
feel

1s square, nor would they persecute

would not hurt to find that it

or boycott those who endeavor to
find

scientific men to be in error. Science

any of the present ideas of

18 not organized bigotry, and if the
world 18 to advanrce to a realization

of 1ts weaknesses and its powers,

and to a position from which it can
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GOD'S MISTAKES
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what 18 | s gurprise to find that
even the great, big god of the Christ-

s bas in some ways made thi
most egregions blunders! In mak-
Ing mail ;.,,»‘r,- ind then damni g
im and his rib-wife for being so
mperfect as to vield to the first

emptation was, pe rhaps, the
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first great mistake of this omnipo
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tent power, unless his

lazy sleep before the creation by
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and so abont -i_'}J‘ ti!_\"- ago (you

know one Li'i_\' 1S A8 a I}.H!l"élllti
vears with the Lord), he woke up
and began to make things, and he

really did come pretty fair work as
18 he confined himself to mak-

field
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1 g wormes, the beasts of the

and fowls of the air, but when it
came to making men and women.
we’ll be blessed if he didn’t make a

Adam
;.rnl.:ihly been all right but the best

Hat failure. would have

part of him was gone after Eve was
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le. and he didn’t seem to have
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the same moral backbone that he

did before one of his ”Ii:llil-g ribs
was unhinged from his spinal col-

was detrimental to his character.

'the Till r-t-!l-('h'tl :-'l‘l‘ll]l‘li to be a very

weak one.
But the Lord’s next great blunder
fixed things up in such a way that

e all have to run the risk of miss-

ing the glorious echance of ever even
seeing this “great ITam.” Ina care-
less moment he made the devil, and
that did fix things. It seems to us
poor degenerate Infidels that a ten
have known
better, but “thank God” there i no
account of the devil having a wife
made out of one of his ribs, and so
it 18 better than it might have been.
Afterconsiderable trouble with man,
woman and the devil, God made up
his mind to publish a book, and not
having yet learned the art of print-
ing with the linotype, he decided to

'skin some of his surplus beasts of

the field and write with a stick on
their skins; but it takes a god some

| time to get fully awake, and so he

sat back on his dignity and rested,

'while his servants, Moses, Jeremiab.

Job, David, Solomon, John, Paul
and other priests, wrote the book
for him.

.\h, llt't‘t' i‘- \\‘hi'l‘l‘ (Em] [|-.:1{]a‘ one
of his most fatal mistakes! His
book was written in such an idiotic
fashion, that scholars have
working for ages trying to find out
what it means. Then again, after
it is perfectly translated, it seems a
poor miserable excuse as a guide for
his aggressive, fallen creatures who
have eaten of the tree of knowled
If the Word of God 1s the \\'nrtl 0! &
god it should be all sufficient for the
directions of his creatures through
this “vale of tears,” but it is not a
safe guide in anything. Take away
our Secular books, inspired by the
love of truth, and what would we
be but holy barbarians, \-.'ur-ht[min:
a barbarous god at the mandate of
barbarous priests and kill;,:'-'.’

The a =afe guide 11

been

a
.

r
-
l.

)
1 .
Il hit 18 1O




