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Our Father in Heaven.

\RLES STEVENSON.

(ied have merev !’ a mother eried,
O \s she humbly knelt at the cra-
1 :da

ave mercy and hear my pray’r,
my bal w in thy tender care,
of Death is in the room,
_:.\fur:-i'.'urrs.\'I-.t1,.‘1..i-..,|.,,_
one hast power to save !
have mercy! ‘us all | crave!”’

'‘meath the willow's shade,
answer the Merciful made.

ravt

er in Heaven, protect my boy

e willes ol :--5].\‘_]‘;u:u-i[;'-.].-.-.._\"
» anares of '[vrlli-lilli'ltl on life’s
1ATK Bea,

‘m.and keep him pure for thee.”

ther prayed as her darling one

t forth to battle the world alone—

¢. save the blessing his mothergave,
it praver to ( rod to kt'v[a;lll'i:-':l\‘-'.

derer’s gibbet, high in air,
swered the !t'lilil‘l‘ |IJi‘!II!‘I"."- praver.

er and mother knelt them down
sether before the Eternal One,
I with trusting hearts implored that
Heaven
Would guard the flower its grace had

tr

ven—
keep their blossoming daughter
pure .
And guard her aye irom the tempter s
re,
n everv stain would keep her
Iree :
{5 the lilies that bloom in eternity,

in logt one --b'l{l:l'l'{!. bll“rll\'l'ii.

Was the only answer Heaven made.

\ beautiful maiden knelt to pray
For the life of a loved one far away—
\way in the fields where life and death
Hang poised in the scales that tip with

a breath :

() Father of Mercies, protect the heart
Of him I love from the foeman’s dart.
When the death-bolts ride on the t‘h:il‘;.!

ing field,
thon his strength and guide and
shield.”

\ mangled corpse and a soldier’s grave
Was the answer the Father of Mercies
gave,

I'he night was dark on theocean’s breast
\nd the waves rolled high in wild unrest,
Where a stately hark was dashing on
[oward a breaker’s crest, with her rud-
der gone.
und the capstan, in wild despair,
. crew had gathered and joined in
praver
l'o him who only had power to save
\nd deliver them fror: a watery grave,

rash and a gulping wave alone
1 the answer of the Omnipotent One.

At noon of ];i;_'![[, in the l'iT.\'.."' heart,
When slumber reigned over home and
mart,
firefiend burst from his secret place

wrapped all things in his fierce |

embrace.
then how many a frenzied prayer
heaven for safety rent the air!
r homes! for lives! for loves! — and
then
flames that crisped them sneered,

‘““Amen’’ ]

mes, friends and loved oaes crisped
_ and charred
[0ld how heaven the prayers had heard.

the earliest dawn of nature’s birth,
e sorrow and sin first darken’d earth,
om &umn to sun, from pole to pole,
here’er the waves of Humanity roll,
he breezy robe this planet wears
tias quivered and echoed with countless
. prayers,
r.ach hour a million knees are bent,
3 ILHIlon pravers to heaven are gent.
re’s not a summer beam but sees
¢ humble suppliant on his knees;
Lhere s not a breeze that passes by
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But wafts some th prayer on high

The beams smile on and heaven serene

<till seems as though no pravers had
|'||‘t*l]_

And the breezes murmur as still they
wave,

“When man is powerless, Heaven can
not save,”’
_.'“t'EI‘I'Tt‘-'. '\ lll 1. “'H‘l\'\\ﬂ'l‘].

Justice.

IN FIVE PARTS,

BY F. L. OSWALD

PART II. REWARDS OF CONFORMITY.

USTICE is the royal attribute

of noble :-‘Hll].-; the most il]"l

alienable crown of their
prestige.
power of superior r-‘tra'ug_'th,:nr envy
and depreciate the suj erior gifts of
genius, will do unbidden homage to

the majesty of superior justice.

“Mars is a tyrant,” says Plutarch, |’
in the epilogue of “Demetrius,” |

“hut justice is the rightful sover-

eign of the world.” “The lhil]g*ﬁ:

which kings receive from heaven
are not machines for taking towns,

- s4 1 | Ny . y nirg [ y
or .-hli-:- Wililh viradeli h&‘u]\--, !"\” !-1“

and justice; these they are to guard

and cultivate. And it is not the
| most warlike, the most violent and
sanguinary, but the justest of
princes, whom Homer calls the dis-
ciple of Jupiter.”
"more than onece confirmmed the test

History has

| of supremacy. The reputation of
;ilit'cnl'rllfatil)]t' integrity alone has
' made poor princes, and even pri-
i\‘ntv citizens, the arbiters of na-
tions,

King Hieron of Syracuse thus
arbitrated the disputes of his war-
like neighbors.
Philopoemen, Cato, and Abencer-
age . settled international quarrels
which the sword had failed to de-
cide. The prestige of uprightness

has made honor almost a syno-

'nym of an “honorable,” i.e., hon-
est reputation. The commercial
integrity of Hebrew mercaants has

i{l\'('ri'nlllf‘ r;lf'i'—jt';ilt}llr-t'.'-i and reli-
gious prejudices, and in America

the worship of wealth does not pre-
| vent an upright judge from rank-
ting high ab wve a wealthier, but less
i:-it'rllplllnllri, attorney.

The consciousness of a just cause

i,'. an ;”1\';“'.?_;1;_?1' Whi"h, more lh’rlll

once, has outweighed a grievous
disadvantage in wealth and power.
[t biased the fortune of war in the
battles of Leuctra and Lodi; it en-
abled the Scythian herdsmen 10 an-
hihilate the veterans of King Cyrus,
and the Swiss peasants to rout the
chivalry of Austria and Burgundy.
| A just cause enlists sympathy, and,
the

| . . .
las a bond of uwnion, surpasses

value of common 1uterests, which a

Men who would defy the

~

Lof commercial intercourse,

Plato, Phocion, |
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slight change of circumstances 1S
apt to turn into conflicting Iinter
ests and disagreement. Strict ad-
herence to the principles of political
equity has preserved small states in
the midst of powerfel neighbors,
whose greed of conquest is restrain.
ed by their hesitation to incur the
odium of wanton aggression. Bel-
gium, Holland, and Denmark have
thus preserved their national inde-
pendence in Europe, as Japan and
Acheen in the East. In Central
Africa the honesty and simplieity
of the agricultural Ethiopians has
proved a match for the cunning of
the predatory Moors, who con-
stantly quarrel about the division
of their spoils, and, in the vicissi-
tndes of theireivil wars, haveagzain
and again  been obliged to pur-
chase the alliance of the despised
heathen.”

The practical advantages of in-

tegritv have been ree yenized in the

nroverbial wisdom of all nations, |

Lut are not ennfind to the affairs

In the

i !g)n: !‘I‘_]U’ honesty 18 the “best |

poliey,” even in avoeations where

the perversion of justice may seem

Vil ;:rnmir-'t' a temporary zl(ivulltilgu.
A lawyer who refuses to defend a

wealthy knave against a poor plain- |
(iff will gain in self-respect, and |
ultimately also in professional repu- |

tation, more than he has lost 1In
direct emoluments, A politician
who refuses to resort to chicanes

may miss the chance of a short-

lived triumph, but will sow a seed

of prestige sure to ripen its even-
tual harvest.

What Will You Substitute for
Religion?

BY HORACE SEAVER.
T is said by thoze, who, having

been driven to their last strong-

hold in the eause of religion,

and who, finding it no longer tena- |

ble upon its own intrinsic merits,
are about to abandon its defence,
that it would be better, infinitely
better, not to remove this long-
sanctioned eurb upon the evil pas
sions of mankind, even though
there should be nothing real in it;

that it would be vastly preferable

not to demolish this ancient hedge |

round about the innocent and
goodly disposed, even though it
should be found to be but a base-
less fabrie, or, at hest, founded upon
mere inference,

Now it so happens, that in order
to maintain this eurb, so called,
the perpetuation of ignorance, ab-
solute ignorance, in the mass is in-
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dispensable. Light and knowledge

threaten its utter destruction; for
darkness, ignorance, and supersti-
tion are entirely unnecessary to the
true happiness and wellbeing of
man; and more and worse than
that, they are extremely deleteri-
oug, except it be for the aggrandize-
ment of a comparatively inconsider-
able portion of the heritage. They
must, they will be dispelled—it is
contrary to the nature of things
that they should forever exist.

But what shall be set up in the
place of existing religion? has been
asked,

Set nothing up as dogmatic and
arbitrary, but cuitivate a moral
prineiple in the breast of man, with-
out reference to, and totally inde-
pendent of, any separate existence,
[Let him rely upon no superstruc-
"tion that is not founded upon known
facts. Instead of a long and in-
comprehensible creed, let his motto
congist of these words: INJURE NO
'oNE. Whenever the question oceurs
' with respect to the omission or com-
Cission of aily act in the affairs of
life, instead of referring for sanc-
‘tion to scripture, to the church, the
ministry, to custom or fashion, let
'him ask himself the simple ques-

tion, “Is the thing in itself right
and proper to be done, or not
"done?”’ as the case may be; and as
his best judgment shall dictate, so
'let him govern himself. This course
'would ensure salvation economi-
cally; and instead of man iuherit-

‘ing the costly necessity of redemp-
'tion, it would be rendered needless
| to him, by his refraining from evil.
Tt is impossible to calculate the
inmuunt of benefit to the family of
| man, in every point of view, were
| they to direct their united energies
'to these important points, instead
‘of wasting them upon a system
' that will be found to be but as a
' broken reed, and a zeal for which,
in many instances, haa almost
| In his pecuniary
| resources, in this country aloue,
' there would be a saving of millions
of dollars anoually, if man would
“abandon his servility to the chureh,
and learn and follow the philoso-
phy that is according to Nature and
Reasou.—[Occasional Thoughts.

eaten them up.

Ministers who attempt facetious-
ness in the pulpit usually display a
wit a8 nimble and sprightly as an
elephant dancing a polka. In jus-
tice, however, it should be added
that, though their witticisms are
wofully wearisome, their arguments
are almost always amusing.—[Sec-
ular Thought.
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