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not a god somewhere; and a denial

of such an existence 18 not an asser-

tion of such kllir\'\']"tl}_ft-. We are
led o the denial hy the ahsence of

6'\?itli'l;('i' in ":!"ur(nf the riHIJ[J“-iiiHII

and by its absurdity and inhar-

mony with what we do know.
Mr. Wettstein admits this point
when he says, *“( )M course we do not

absolutely know that a devil does
not exist.,” ete., notwithstanding
his insistence on your declaring

that you “do know” This is evi-
dently inconsistent,

essary to assert what 18 not true 1

[t i8 not necs |

order to deny that which ig absurd |

This

overreaching assertiveness 1s a mat-

and unsupported by evidence.

ter of temperament in the individ-
ual, and not any part of the phi-
losophy of Atheism.

But Mr. Wettstein’s weakest

point is found in his opening para-

graph.
matter the

“simply

acting on matter 1s

cause of all phenomena,
know nothing to the

I'his is granting knowl-

because we
contrary”

edge by virtue of ignorance.
itive man kpew his gods existed
he nothing to the
coutrary, although every fact

to the contrary,

because knew
in
nature ie directly
This the essence of assumption
and bigotry. The
demands that you proye him wrong

18
godist always

—he “knows nothing contrary” to

his theory. It is never his place,
t, to support his asser-
tion with All that
know, we know by observation and

as he sees

evidence, we

expt-rit-nt-n-.
[t is to be hoped that Mr. Wett-
stein will be more careful of his

statements to the class in Atheistic
Philosophy when he becomes pro-
tegssor of that department in the
Liberal University.

J. H. MoRrnris,

He says “we know” that|

Prim- |
‘supernatural pressure,

minated by the complete exclusion

of the supernatural from human
affairs,

It i in the sense of Secularism
representing the constant opposi-

"tion of human knowledge to super-
' natural beliefs that we may speak
of its being as old as history. For

Hw{:il];lrislu I- ot 80 nn.{-h A '-'I‘f'il'.q
or a code of rules,
of lnl]kill}_’ at the

measuring the value of life

of propositions,
as it is a way
\'\'Ul'ltl,
in terms of present and future pos-
sibilities of human happiness to be
realized this side of the grave, and
not in some problematical future
exigtence, Nor does Secularism aim

so much at creating new forces as

it does at developing latent, and

'directing attention to neglected,

ones. Just as the laws of heat,
sound and light were in existence

Il)llg before their Ilunit' of O ?':l'.illll
Wias rl'lll](_‘_t'tl to rt'{:n}_{niz;llult- lormiu-
las; just as morality is impliecit in

action before iL is explicit in ethie-
al regulations, so the forces that

make for progress have been al-

wayvs with us, though dwarfed by

and when
active, disguised by a supernatural
It is the '

of Secularism to win recognition for

covering. primary object
the truth, that human life, consid-

ered with reference to this would

alone, may contain a sufficient in-
centive to right action and an ade-

quate reward for its realization.—

.[('. Cohen, in Freethinker,
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