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we have discovered ‘“matter act-
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dear Torch, that

Don’t you see,

eding that something, not mat-

vourself squarely in the category

istence by positing an unknown
\gent or unknown agencies as the
of nature and its

Ause or caluses

infinitely varied phenomena?

that “there may be” anknown pow-
ers or agencies behind ( never be-

Are
ll'ltl_\'

fore ) the sun, behind Sirius,

turus or some other cos nic

more powerful and cogent than all
the potencies of matter combined,
;L[lll \\}lit'll are the Tll'i']] \ry cau=es

And

ont

of matter acting upon matter,
these eauses yon imagine to be

nf.—*i:_{ht and ln-_\'llll-l the reach of

| seience and are such supreme canses

h".\.”["l our knowledge, because if
. may act upon matter, you put '
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| sole cause of all cosmic phenomena |
' need of such agencies vanishes,and,

nretend to solve the pruhlvm of ex- |
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A ‘,‘.:-.tlnrfl‘f;;_':*"’ storvy, hut still
. insist that an “unknowabnle supreme '

cause”’—not matter—“may exist or
may not exist”, you “don’t know!”

Kindly permit me to show you
the weakness of your position, of
Agnosticism,as a stopping-place be-
tween Romanism, Calvinism, Tal-
and rational,

madgeism radical,

‘acting upon matter.

lin a

scientific Materialism and, incident-

ally, of Atheism. There is none.

v Follow tradition, hereditary tenden- |

cies, teachings of your ancestors,
“the lessons mother Iul!gh*”, the |
|

faith you once held sacred, etc., and |

to be consistant you should jo'n the

first church, cease to reason, resign

vour work on the Toreh, believe in |

childish simplicity all Talmadgean |

harangue, put $1.00 in the contri-
bution h.ux every time you go to
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meeting, and above all, do not at-|

tempt to argue with a philosopher
of the stripe of brother Tenney.
et us see, if such supra-material

cause exists, such cause of course

must be something—an entity—or
it is self-evident it would not exist.
. But if an entity, what is it if not
/ material? If real it 18 composed of

lis dead and needs outside agencies

by virtue of being out of sight and |

could
with all|
other material causes and discover |

in sight and knowable you

instantly classify them

them to be “matter acting upon

matter” after all.

You ask: “But what isthe (‘:lll.‘-l‘”!
of matter matter?

acting upon

Matter is the cause—it is itself the|

and organie life. It isa fundamen-

tal characteristie and attribute of

all matter to be active, forever |

That

matter |

to aid, assist and manipulate it to]
assume its innumerable aspects, i3
one of the three giant delusions of
the world—the others are the belief
“supreme being” and in per- |
sonal immortality.

“Matter is

Tyndall says: not

that empty capacity which philos-

tared it. but the uniyersal mother
who brings forth all things as the

fruit of her own womb. Nature is

seen to do all things spontaneously
without the meddling of the gods.”
And, he might have added, without |
}Iill (lf

er or agency of whatsoever kind,

any extraneous pow-

Matter is force, power, potency.
and in the absence of the former
The Ger-

defines the

the latter do not exist.

man scientist Lange

universe to consist of atoms and

empty =pace, and in its Jast analy-

gsis we find this strictly correct.

' And this, together with Tyndall’s

matter, if not matter, it does not |
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Brother Tenney’s affi rmation then

f matter acting upon matter” is
strictly correct, because if upon fi-

nal

analysis we discover and dem-
nstrate the existance of the alleged
supreme Power, this power or force
in turn must also be classified as
one of the material 1.-m-ntiulitius of
don’t

would be nothing more than “mat-

nature and thenq, vou

Bee,

ter acting upon matter” after all.

You are still in the evolutionary

matured convictions, f.xl’]ﬂi“,q ex-
istence, both organic and inorganic,
more rationally than any other
”l""r_\'- because it ;-n.-'itf-'- the causes
of all ]'}I"Hlll’]i"llﬂ to be concomitant
with and in the constituents of all
phenomena — ever present, never
absent. Matter, of hl'('l'-:-iil\', !n'ih;_{
eternal—the contrary proposition
being an absurdity — proves that
phenomena similar to that which
surrounds us is an eternal series,
and, consequently was never “first
caused’ to assume cosmic hbarmony,
order and organic life, but has done

¢0 forever in the past and will do |

| here, they are

| less god is no god at ali”.

thest stars, and existed there of ne-
cessity to produce phenomena,such
factors would be needed illltl exist
here to produce phenomena known
But that

positively do not

to us. we KNOW such

agencies exist
here. All known phenomena is
known to be caused by “matter act-
ing upon matter”’, and beyond this
our knowledge ends. And by par-
ity of reasoning we also know that
becanse such il:_’f-nl‘ir s do not exist
not needed and do
not exist anyvwhere,

These agencies were conjectured

in the dark ages of ignorance be- |

i canse they were Hlllnllu.-il'{] to be a

logical necessity and a need to ex-
plain existence and life: but now,
when ecience explains nearly all
upon a purely physical basig, the

as Bro. Pentecost once said, *a use-
['he

need of such agencies now not be- |

ling apparent, consigns them all to

oblivion.
To insist, then, dear Toreh, that
we “don’t know™ is irrational and

debasing —“a concession to ortho-
dox I.l'a-jtltlit-t-”. as editor Armstrong

says, because it tacitly admits that

theism and all other mysticisms
' which add extraneous causes to the

'ophers and theologiang have [*il:lllr- ‘material forces of nature, are as ra-

tional as the solid ground and self-

| . . i
evident facts of the grand and in-
\ - . . »
viulnerable seience of Materialism.

An assertion irrational and not
proven falls to the ground for want
of proof. Of course we do not ab-
solutely know that a devil does
not exist hehind the moon or in the
Yet

:lntl

molten caverns of the earth.

because the idea is ridiculous

not supported by evidence we free- |

ly insist that we know that a devil
If then
investigation we find the god idea

does not exist. after due

equally absurd, and not gustained
facts, why not
frankly that
such a being does not exist.

by reason and
we KNOW

The
the whole

admit

world now is ready for
truth, let us be fearless men and
and our honest

womernr t‘,\'prl‘.‘-H

thought.

[f you want to know the causes

“why matter acts on matter”, study
physies, chemistry, read Haeckel,
Humbolt, D’Holbach, Buchner,
Tyndall and Huxley and you will
learn that matter purely by virtue
of its own potentialities causes and
evolves the crudest forms of life to
the proudest man and most beau-
tiful woman, as well as the infinite

co-exist in and with infinite phe-
nomena, in the constitvents of the
matter constituting all phenomena,
| this alone is a rational explanation

of all prevading cosmic phenome-

Jllil
|

f

|
| nomena, while the vast infinite ag-

and life,
And so the finite segregate mat-

er is the cause of all minor phe-

gregate may be prnpt‘rl_}' called the
| “supreme power”, though the sum
| total of all and must
forever remain simply matter,

The absurdity of the theistie hy-
pothesis or of any other notion

existence 18

|suggesting “supreme power”, “in-
finite personal potency” “almigh-
| I ) .
'il_‘.' energy’’, ete., ete., will be ap-
| parent when we ‘.-'ll‘ljt,‘('tth(}ﬂ('. sever-

'al concepts to but a casual exam-
lination. Not god-
| creators can point to a solitary fact

one of these
in nature which in the least corre-
responds to these infantile concepts.
' The god in trousers-and-mantie
fable has long since been repudi-
ated by all thoughtful minds. but
impersonal  deities of all
spooks are the most absurd,

Where for instance in nature do

attributes and

these

we find personal
' functions in the absence of person-
iiul or animal structure? The two
|are cause and effect, organism and
| attribute, machine and function—
one dependent upon the other. In
the absence then of animal struct-

ure, what remains to ma ke a god

out of — air, ether, electricity,
gravity, magnetism, space, oOr
what? Believers in these gro-
tesque phantoms or impersonal

gods cannot answer, and any def-
inition is and must be a burlesque
| on common sense.

You say “matter acts on matter
but what is the cause?” Let me
| repeat the plain and only answer:
L’MAT'I'H!! matter is the sole cause
1 the all-sufficient, the sole omni-
'ipn-m_-nt cause—the eternal and in-
| finite cause. Nothing else could
| possibly act upor it simply because
'nothing else exists. Matter is the
'great all in all—whatever is not
:nmth-r— solid, fluid, airiform or
' whatsoever kind is nothing. This
!w(: know. This is all we know.
Therefore when any man, school or
‘chuarch affirms that something else
'acts upon matter, but does not
' produce the evidence when called
‘upon, it it every rationalists duty
to deny the affirmation on the
ground that a bald assertion
without evidence falls to the ground
'when contradicted by the self-evi-
dent facts we do know.
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