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Liberal University ha« a new 
organ.

We laughed till we cried at the 
Y. P. S. S. C. last Friday evening.

Are we to finish our University 
building this year, do you ask ? 
T hat depends on you.

The students and teachers of the 
University enjoy their vocal music 
better now th a t we have a new or­
gan.

The Liberal University Athletic 
Association will give a grand m as­
querade ball on FrM ay evening, 
March 31.

Manager Geer is becoming quite 
a kicker. He Kicked 25,000 times 
one day this week in running the 
printing press.

A pious but sinful man in Sil 
verton often rem arks th a t “ if God 
should send him to hell by mistake 
it would be a hell of a mistake. ’

One of our students attended a 
Salvation Army meeting this week 
and came home unconverted a n d  
told of their singing about “ Jesus 
in the rocky land”.

One of our new students says he 
has learned more io his few weeks 
attendance at the University than 
be did in a whole year’s work in 
other schools, and he is a real s tu ­
dent.

We are in receipt of “ Live Ques­
tions”, by J . P. Altgeld. This is a 
substantial cloth-bound book, con­
taining 1U0U pages. It is sent post 
paid for $2.50. See notice else­
where.

We have two emblems of super­
stition in our museum: an owl and 
a bat. Both were nicely mounted 
by Father Page. The bat was cap­
tured by Lyman Leonard and do­
nated to the University.

“The H eart of a H ero,” played 
by home talent in Silverton S atu r­
day evening, was very successful, 
and although the play was not a 
heavy one, the acting was good and 
the audience was well pleased.

Our printing press is very busy 
these times. W ith its 4800 impres­
sions for the Torch of Reason every 
week, and the letterheads, envel­
opes, pam phlets, etc., etc., it keeps 
tne wheels rolling. Keep the work 
coming and our cause will pros­
per.

The Daily Alaskan, published at 
Skagway, .Alaska, is a lively sheet 
to be published in that frozen coun­
try. It reaches us each day and is 
full of news from the Klondike. 
The issue of February 26th is in- 
deed interesting and artistic , giv­
ing illustrations of the country and 
the city of Skagway. The issue 
contains 16 pages, and a very a r­
tistic cover illustrating  the Pacific 
& Arctic R. R.

Last Sunday evening one of the 
good Christian sisters in Silverton 
was heard to say to her saintly 
husband as they were walking 
home after church, “ We don’t seem 
to have as large congregations as 
we used to.” The congregations of 
the gods will be still sm aller in the 
sweet bv and bv, dear sister.

The following persons have sent 
in money this week to help along 
the work of the Liberal University: 
C. E. Glaze, $2 50; M. Miller, Sr , 
$1.00; M. Otis, $1.00. Others in ­
form us th a t they are soliciting do­
nations in their neigborhoods and 
will forward the results to us in a 
short time. The sky begins to look 
brighter. H urrah for the new 
building!
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Mind is not a self-existent entity. 
It is just the reverse.

Religion makes man a slave; sci­
ence makes him a ruler.

Religion degrades man to a de­
pendent, fallen creature, while sci­
ence elevates him to an independ­
ent, developed being.

Thirty million men, women and 
children have been put to death in 
order to establish Christianity, and 
yet it is far from being established. 
God is love?

Is a white Christ a perfect savior 
for negroes, Ind ians and C hina­
men? Why couldn’t God have a 
black, a red and a yellow7 son from 
colored virgins?

The sermon on the mount was 
not delivered by Jesus Christ, but 
was, according to high scholastic 
authority, copied from old Hebrew 
writings. Many think Jesus a fic­
tion.

Some think that to take away th e  
fear of hell will make people bad. 
The tru th  is just the opposite, for 
a sense of the great injustice of a 
hell is accountable for much of the 
sin in the world today.

“ Man is better today than he was 
yesterday; and he will be better to­
morrow than he is today,” in spite 
of the supernatural religions and 
not liecause of them

T H E  SAMSON SONG.
If you wish to strike  a blow 
T hat will knock cu t any foe,

If you have to tight ten thousand (lesso r 
more J,

If you’d see them  falling die 
As you sm ite them  hip and th igh ,

You m ust hun t around ami get a donkey 
jaw.

Hee haw !
Oh, th e re ’s nothing like a good, stout 

donkey jaw.

And when you’ve slain the  foe 
(Say your thousand men or so),

W hen the  slaughter of the  battle  field is 
o ’er,

And you’re feeling faint and dry, 
W ith ne’er a bar-room nigh.

Ju s t you take a seat in d  suck your don­
key jaw

Hee h a w !
Oh, there  ain t no tipple like your don­

key jaw ! —[Ex.

The following is nearly as badly 
mixed up as the genealogy of Jesus 
Christ:

•‘A tall girl named Short long 
loved a certain Mr. L ittle, while 
Little, little thinking of Short, lov­
ed a little lassie named Long. To 
make a long story short, Little pro­
posed to Long, and Short longed to 
be even with L ittle’s shortcomings. 
So Short, meeting Long, threatened 
to m arry Little before long, which 
caused Little in short to marry 
Long. Did Short love Little less 
because Little loved Long?”

LOCALS.

Hop tw ine lR G c a tF . M cClaine’s store.
R em em ber our clubbing rate with the 

Oregonian only lasts for a lim ited tim e. 
Read our offer on page 7.

Ride a C rescent wheel, the  l»est wheel 
for $35 on the  m arket. For sale by r .  
McClaine, W. H. Snyder, m ’g ’r.

Notice the  ad. of Dreyer & Craig on 
page 7 of th is  issue. This is a live, up- 
to-date firm and deserves patronage.

Ju s t received a full line of ex tras for 
all chilled plows—shares, landsides and 
m ouldboards to tit the Oliver also. F. 
M cClaine.

C hilders & Sm ith , of the L adies’ Ba­
zar, are showing a fine line of goods. 
You ought to go and see for yourself.

All kinds of grass seed and a full line 
of bee supplies on hand a t M cClaine’s 
store, S ilverton, Ore.

W oodworkers, d on ’t forget to send an 
order for a set of the  F orstner Auger 
B its. Price, $2.60 by m ail. See ad.

Buggies, buggies, buggies! Y’es, I 
have the la test styles for 1899, and all 
d irect from the factory. Prices lower 
th an  ever for a first-class job. For sale 
by F. M cClaine, W. I I . Snyder, m ’g ’r.

The Leader M illinery Store has an ail. 
in th is issue of the  Torch. You will find 
it on page 6.

Give your orders for McCormick h a r­
vesters now and get the  best prices. 
Over 189,760 sold last year. F.M cClaine, 
agent, W. H. Snyder, salesm an.

Notice th e  ad. of the  L adies’ Bazar on 
page 7.

Everybody invited  to call and see the 
new ’99 Crescent wheels, the neatest on 
the  beach. For sale a t the  Crescent 
agency, F. M cClaine’s. W. 11. Snyder, 
m anager.

Do you want to take the Weekly 
O regonian? You can get it of us 
a t the regular price, $1.50 a year, 
and we will give you the Torch of 
Reason for a year absolutely free. 
Think of it! Send in your orders.

D a iry  F a rm . — 480 acres of deeded 
land, 80 acres in meadow and balance 
grain hay land, pastu re , etc. A good 
stream  of w ater runs through the  farm 
the  year round. Also 320 acres of tim ­
ber cu ltu re  and hom estead which can 
be proved up on for $200. Good house, 
da iry  w ith u tensils for m aking cheese 
and b u tte r, sm okehouse, blacksm ith 
shop and tools, and large, new barn to 
bold 50 bead of cows, 50 calves and 100 
tons of bay. Good well a t house and 
barn . This fine diary farm is located in 
one of the 6 nest little  valleys in E astern  
Oregon. The ow ner finds ready m arket 
for all h is cheese and b u tte r  a t high 
puces, and has made enough money at 
the  business so th a t he can afford to re­
tire . He wishes to locate in Silverton 
and educate his children in the  Liberal 
U niversity . He offers all th is for only 
$3000—one-halt down and balance on 
easy te rm s ; also 130 head of cattle  and 
some hogs will l>e sold very cheap for 
cash. Address the  Inform ation Bureau. 
S ilverton, Ore. 13

I nform ation 
. . . -  Bureau
TS T H E R E  AN YTHING YOU WANT? 
1 If so, m ake your w ants known to n s , 
ami we will try  and supply  them . If 
what we do for you is worth no th ing  to  
you, we will exj>ect no pay. Cast your 
eye over the list, ami then  w rite to us. 
Read our ad. on page 6. A ddress,

IN FO R M A TI( >N BC R EA U ,
Box 100. S ilverton , O r e .

$3OOO.—Three lots and buildings, 
consisting of a 21^-story hotel, a saloon 
building, a b lacksm ith shop, two dw ell­
ing bouses and a barn , situated  in Oswe­
go, Oregon. W ould trade  for o ther 
property . 15

D a iry  a n d  F r u i t  F a r m s .—A dairy  
farm of 36 acres, good alfalfa land, and 
fru it farm of 80 acres, 10 acres grapes, 2 
acres j>eaches ami o th er fru it, good 
house and barns and o ther ou tbu ild ings. 
All situated  in San Diego county , Calif. 
Will sell cheap or trade  for a stock 
farm . 16

To T ra d e .—Tw enty-tw o acre fru it 
farm , 8 m iles south of Salem , O re .; 4 
acres I earing  orchard, m ostly w in ter 
apples, 2 acres straw b e ir ite , new w iie 
fence, good house and barn , plenty  of 
pasture, excellent w ater, and t im le r  
enough for wood. Would like to trade  for 
a larger place. 17

H o u se k e e p e r.—W anted , by a w idow ­
er, a lady as housekeeper; one who u n ­
derstands the  care of children and w ants 
a perm anen t home. None but a L iberal 
need apply . 14

2 0  M en W a n te d .— If you are a Secu­
larist and have $500 to invest it will pay 
you to w rite to the Inform ation  B ureau . 
In w riting  s ta te  your age, fam ily if any , 
occupation and views in regard to re lig ­
ion. 12

A g e n ts .— Agents w anted to sell th e  
Forstner Auger Bit. Money can be 
m ade. Send 60c for sam ple, or $2.60 
for full set packed in neat box. 13

8 0  a c re s .—About four m iles from S il­
verton ; sm ali, unfinished h o u se ; abou t 
5 acres cleared ; $600. B etter see It. 11

F o r S a le .—A fine little  house in S il­
verton, with one acre of land, for only 
$285. “ F irs t come, first se rved .”  4

F o r S a le  o r T*-ade.—A farm , abou t 30 
miles south of The Dalles, 320 acres, in  
good school d is tric t of about 100 schol­
ars ; county road crossing Cascade m oun­
ta ins, daily  m ail, sh o rt d istance  to saw ­
mill and flouring m ill, two stores, b lack­
sm ith  shop, free wood and an unlim ited  
m ountain  range; box house 16x22 w ith 
kitchen and woodshed added, good 
brick fireplace, both up and dow nstairs 
ceiled with m atched lum ber ; post barn  
20x32; 3 miles of good fence, 120 acres 
in cu ltivatio  l, abou t 50 m ore ready for 
plow. The ow ner holds deed from gov- 
e rn m et. Price $2000. W ould trade  for a 
place in Silverton of equal or less value. 
The price of th e  place is based on its 
m oney-m aking capacity , and it is now 
paving a good incom e. W e will in v es ti­
gate any offer m ade. 2

F o r S a le .—A fine litte  hom e in Silver- 
ton— l .,-acre; apples, p runes, rasp b er­
ries, cherries, pears; neat little  house, 
painted and papered ; good sidew alk. 
Price, $450. 3

W a n te d —A buyer for a well equipped 
livery stable. Good horses, good buggies, 
good harneses.e tc . C heap. W rite  to  u s .8

S e c u la r is ts  W an ted .--S ecu la ris ts  who 
are thoroughly  in terested  in th e  cause 
are w anted to help  build up a Secular 
com m unity  near S ilverton , Oregon. I t 
is though t best th a t each m em ber of the 
com m unity  own a little  hom e of h is or 
h e r own, which can very easily be ob ­
ta ined . W rite  to us. 10

Real Estate for Sale. — 80 acres, 
bouse and barn, good orchard, all feno 
ed, 8 miles from Silverton, near school, 
35 acres improved, on main road. Price 
$800. 5

Tw enty a c res ; 15 acres im proved , all 
fenced, good sp ring , l 1« m iles from  Sil­
verton. Price $700. 6

One hundred and sixty acres; 12 
acres cleared, 6 miles from Silverton 
Price $300. 7


