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Death or Reform?

Eprror TorcH oF REASON:

When [ was soliciting signatures
on the Liberal Uriversity pelil
a few days ago, | a;in!'n;u-},"ti A
young citizen who strenuonsly ob-
jr(-[wl to signing, and after a little
talk he demandea to know 1f [ b
lieved the Bible, Knowing what
was meant, I replied, “Yes, I do.”
He was dumb with astonishment
for a moment, and then demanded
to know what 1 was doing this for,
then. 1 r't';nllul that 1
the Bible, but that I do not

helieve

belive what the preachers say
about it. He replied, “You could
if you wanted to.” I then proceed-
ed in the usual way to corner the
young man in regard to a person’s
ability to control belief, and when
he was non-plussed he finally blurt-
ed out: “Well, you people are try-
ing to destroy Christianity, any
way.”

[s Secularism trying to destroy
Christianity? I hope not, but 1
find that idea in the “Little Points”
in the Torch of the 16th ult., thus:

“The death of the
church is only a question of time.”

[s it the death of Christianity we

Christian

are striving for, or its reform? 1
hn]n' it is the latter. That there is
gllluf in ('l:ri.-lizwil}' I think no well
informed person will deny. Al
though this good was borrowed

from paganism and was not origin-

al with Christianity, it has been

bhrought to us in a measure by |

Christianity and has become =0 in-
terwoven in the thought of the
people of today as to be regarded as
a part of Christianity. This good
we accept, and in this sense we do
not seek (']H'i*li:li:il‘\"-‘ destruction.
The evils of Christianity we seek to
destroy. We are missionaries who
seek Christianity’s best good. We
would elevate Christianity in mor-
al ethies and civilization up to the
standard of the present time. We
“helieve”, and have use for, the
Christian compiled and translated
Bible—about as much as the Chris-
And if

the lopping off of the evil priest

tian has but in our way.

bearing branches from the Chris-
tian tree, and the preservation of
those branches which bear “good
fruit,” kills the tree, so much the
worse for the tree,

Secularism has come to stay. It
i« the beginning of another reform-
ation: it is another protestation,

It is the advance guard of the

(1]

higher civilization. It comes “not
to destroy, but to fulfill”.

orcigsed devil we are casting out of

'rl]l' ex-

Christianity may tear the body in
its going, and if the wounds will
not heal, “the death of the Chris-
tian church is only a question of

time”. Its tail may “live till sun-

Brother Matteson wants to know
1f Secularism = H"\itl'_' Lo |l--qlr..}'
{ 'Iu,-T;.'uz;i?_\', and further on in his
communication he seems LO answer
the question himself 1In he affirm-
tive,

Y*‘-, '11‘.'i \ .

tianity is orthodoxy,

[f Chris-
0Ol II }J"“"i-ill
| to it, then

hrother.

gods, etc., 18 essentia
Yes. But if true Christianity 18
Qecularism, then No.

We do not like the double mean-
ing of words. and to most lll‘illrli'
Christianity means belief 1n a god,
in Jesus as his divine son and in
the l;]‘ll]!' aB }I.i-‘" }II!I_\' \\'lrl‘l‘ul 80 We
think, Yes, Christianity should be
destroyed at once. There is much
called Chris-

tians, but this good is Secular.

good in many who are

There 18 no ;{l:l:ll n ('}H'i‘-TilLlii{}'.
Let us kill it!l—ED.

Prescott on the Divinity School.

[t 18 }smsih]l' that the f.vors ex-

tended to the ]"‘I'”'Ist' lli\‘iliil.\'

school do not increase the expenses

of the state university, but it 18 un-
r;ltli',-tit\li:lillo' that 1f the ixi:i'\'l-l‘-i‘{_\'
admits divinity students to twelve

of its classes there must be a lo=s

of time or an increase of expense, |

But whether that be true or not, it
is wrong in principle to permit
even the slightest connection be-
tween a state institution and a sec-
tarian institution for whatever pur-
pose. If this manner of conducting

affaire be continued it would not be |

long till every denomination of the

| Christian church would be t'nnl[u-l-

led toestablish a divinity school at

Fugeune in order to profit by the ad- |
vantages of the state school. We|

might perhaps look on with approv-
al until the Roman Catholic church
began to move its school to Kugene;
then all would be vp in arms to de-
fend our liberties from the en-
croachments of a foreign potentate.
The separation of church and
state is one of the characteristics of
our government, and any semblance
of a union between the two deserves
immediate condemnation. I donot
wigsh to be understood as saying
that the management of the Eugene
divinity school has any intention
of doing anything more than secure
the benefits of the state university
without paying therefor. I wish
the facts to be known, and if the
people approve of the relations
which exist between the schools,
well and good. We have come to
believe that “eternal vigilance is
the price of liberty.”—[ A, W. Pres-
cott, in Oregonian.
Saturday evening, March 18, is

the date set for the drama, “The

Heart of a Hero.” The members

of the troupe are busy practicing,

and will give a good entertainment.

Six Tracts to Promote
Scientific ﬂ
Wisdom

Do you ake the
Torch of Reason?

Do you take the
Weekly Oregoman" { Can fans bo Forgiven?

9 Does Christianity or Science Promote Civil-
ization? '
mation in regard to the Pacific 2 Is Religion or Seience More Relia ble?
Northwest than any other paper,and - 0
is the best news paper in Oregon. 4. }i'hllT on and 'Jl'lT‘” s0n J'] I’UJJ '[1‘
You get sixteen pages ol good read- D U'}t‘b Belief h Mud' es Br ne 11L
| | Immortality or Annihilation?

IT ¥ lll:'-:'tll‘! at }I ; .' ']‘ ore.,
.t!.u contains more .H.il "' stter 1nlor-

ing matter each week, including all
the news of the nation and the
world. for only $1.50 a year,

Will you accept
A Good Offer? 3 geminfow & i 6 cale Lo e

For the next ‘-i\T_\' =i;|_\'-. you ¢an lvn. Conn., or send 10 cents
ot The Torch of Reason and The j lor :I“,I':’Il}il‘l'k‘lli'! or as-
Weekly Oregonlan hoth one year tor sorted kinds, t
only *J.v—l“. the price of the Oregon-
ian alone, This is only a hmited
offer. You should take advantage
of 1t at once.

JUST THE THING

to hand to your Christian friends. Send

D tracts,

THE LIBERAL UNIVERSITY HIM

Silverton Oregon

Send all’orders for subseriptions and for
nd’llill{‘ Coples 1O

THE TORCH OF REASON,

Silverton, Oregon.

KINNEY
~ PORTER

Forstners's . .

- AUSER DAT

IS INVALUABE TO

Carpenters and Joiners, for mortising,
such as letting in locks, as it takes the

T PR

;-}:li'v of chisel and L_[Hll;_"l * W0
Cabinet Makers, for inlaid work, dow-
g ! elling, patching, removing splits and
Main Street Silverton, Ore knots. In fact, no B
&

Wagon or Pattern Maker manufactur-
or of pianos, organs, sewing machines,
agricultural implements, sash, biin 1s,
furniture, nor

Any Other Woodworker, should be
without it,

'AS A MACHINE BIT IT IS UNEQUALED.

It is the only ronnd bit in the world
that will bore a SQUARE HOLE
and do all that any other
bit will do.

o

ARRY A COMPLETE STOCK OF

#
L

i Eadl
'

School
Supplies,
Books and
Stationery.

|

: ~ PRICES.
| Set ol five different sizes,postpaid. . $2.60
| Single bit, postpaid......... ..... 60

Dealers in Fruits, Vegetables |

sadress, LIBERAL UNIVERSITY €O,

SILVERTON, OREGON.,

UNDER FIRE!

A Heavy Advance Along the
L.ine!
PRICES LOWER THAN EVER.

I
A . |
and Confectionery. l

We have about 75 Dewey suits, enough

Dewey surts' to .t'l'atht' a company of $
young Americans. [er suit, includingeap............oo. l°25

Sh Bring your boys and girls along, $1.25 shoes reduced
Oes‘ to 75 cents: $1.50 shoes reduced to $1.00. SOC

Sent Free

A few pairs left at

Mail Orders Promptly Attended To
on Application.

/= DREYER & CRAIG ——

The One-Price Merchants,
SILVERTON - OREGON,
STRICTLY ONE PRICE PRODUCE TAKEN

Sam plv.-a

Our Job Department ———

ALWAYS GIVES

... Satisfaction

JECAUSE IT GIVES

'HONEST STOCK, FINEST INK AND EXCELLENT WORKIANSHIP




