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raver was a long and bloody frat-
ricidal war:

rHE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED

RECOMMENDATION,
].1_ 1 8610).

}L:i\'t'

STATES. A

“Washington, Dec
“Numerons appeals heen
made to me }l_\' plous and 11;!'I'illti|‘
issociations ilhll Cltizen s,
the |'!""-"Inl iii-‘ll‘;it‘lf'll and l];nn_nvl'-
yaos condition of our country, to re-
commend that a day be set apart
ior humiliation, fasting and pray-
er throughout the Union,

“In |‘l)l1|]l1i2|.l'l("t' with their Tt‘illlt‘ﬁt
ind my own sense of duty, [ desig-
nate Friday, the 4th day of Janu-

in view of

arv. 1861, for this purpose, and re- |

commend that the people assemble

on that day, according to their sev- [ 1n Taatah

eral forms of worship, to keep it as |

a solemn fast,
“The
the

with alarming and immediate dan-

is at

of the states
threatened

union

prv.»-avnt moment

character prevail
land: our laboring population are

throughout the

without employment, and conse-
quently {]r].-ri\'vd of the |
means of earning their bread.

Indeed, hope seems to have desert-

ed the minds of men.

All classes |

are in a state of confusion and dis- |

mav, and the wigest counsels of our

best and purest men are wholly dis- | . TT .
' [tachment of U, S,

regarded,

“In this the hour of our calamity |

and peril to whom shall we resort
for relief hut to the (vod of our fa-
thers?
can save us from the awful effects
of our own crimes and follies —- our
own ingratitude and guilt toward
our heavenly father.

“Iet us then with deep contrition
and P nitent sorrow unite in hum-
bling ourselves before the most
high, in confessing our individual

and national sing, and in acknowl-

ul;_{ing the j'll:-‘-li('f' of our punish--

ment. Let us implore him to re-
that
pride of opinion which would impel
us Lo persevere in for the
of than

virld a just submission to the un

move from our hearts false
Wl'tl!l}_’

sake consistency rather
foreseen »-_\{ii__wr_.f-i--ﬁ h.\‘ which we are
now surrounded. Let us with deep
reverence beseech nim to restore the
friendship and good will which pre-
vailed in former days among the
l.mn}nlv of the several states, ?tﬂdq
above all, to save us from the hor-
rors of civil war and ‘blood guilti-

ess’.  Let our fervent prayers as-
throne that would
this of
treme peril, but remember us as he
did our forefathers the darkest

days of the Revolution, and pre-

cend to his he

not desert us in hour ex-

n

serve our Constitution and our Un-

on. the work of their hands, for

ages vet 10 come,

“An omnipotent providence mnay

His omnipotent arm only |

Ilt' ll{‘

placed, to feel a personal responsi-

whatever ‘-!:iu-]'e- of life may
bility to God and his country for
keeping this day holy and contrib-
uting all in his power to remove
our actual and impending calami-

ties. James BurcHANAN

Bible lwu[nh' sayv now that **God
thought best that it should be as it
Seated 1n the

was.”’ happy home

he made for himself with the an-
gt‘l.-& which, u(‘t'nl‘t“ILg to the cate-
chism, ‘“he created to adore and
enjoy him”, and, being omniscient,
he looks on human agony and suf-
A8

fering though

Christians he is working to

He is

either not omnipotent or not good.

sAy
some “far off divine event”’,

)

23:10 God says, *“Before
me there was no god formed, nei-
We cer-

the

shall there be after me.”

tainly have come 1nto

“after”

j : W bring an idictment for all human
ger; panic and distress of a fearful |

suffering.

For the Torch of Reason.

My Experience in the Land of

Polygamy.
BY JOEL

M. BERRY.

In the spring of 1853 Colonel
Steptoe was sent with a small de-
!"“}(li('l'r-i | 18] pro-
tect the emigrants, then going the
route to California

the western world, from the as-

overland and

saults of the Indians and other des-
It fell
to my lot to be one of that detach-

p"r;i(]lw&i :1}11“;1 the route,

ment, and we organized at Fort
Leavenworth, Missouri.

I was chosen one of the team-

he t'lljll_\'l‘(i it.i

| tll(‘

time |

this god, against whom ||

'stay
not a polygamist, neither am 1 a|
doetrine of endless |
punishment, but I find them hoth |

'sters, and drove a six mule govern- |

ment team fron there to Salt Lake

City, Utah. We were some three

'monthe in making the trip, and

went by way of Fort Carney, Fort
Rock to Salt
[ would like here to give in

[Laramie, Chimney

Lake.

"detail some of the remarkable inei-

dents that witnessed that

trip, and gome of our encounters

we on
with the Indians, buffaloes, prairie

dogs, grasshoppers, rattlesnakesy
ete., which would be iu reality the

most interesting part of my sub-

jeet, but gpace will not permit.

After going into camp at Salt
L.ake, our curiosity soon led us to
an investigation of the wonderful
city. We were kindly treated by
the Mormons and invited to attend
their church, were introduced to
Brigham and his apostles, and talk-
ed with them for hours at a time
They to take

with them, which we often did, but

invited us dinner

when it came to sitting down at the

table with four or five women as

wives and only one man, it looked
little odd first, but |

got used to i1t.

a to e at

200N

marching orders and I, with some
left
never heard anything more of the
After
well, I took a trip south, saw some
the
ain Meadow massacre, but

..1],..7-..‘ was at Salt l.;i}{v, and

getting

company of soldiers Y

of relies of the notable Mount-
when |
got ready to come home, the ques-
it. The jour:
ney was too long and dangerous to
[n]tl

llf‘

tion was how to do
undertake alone, so Brigham

that
was going to send a delegation of

me to wait a short time,
ministers to the states, and that I
could accompany them

the if 1 This

was a God-send to me, and the way

teamsters wished.

[ got home,

Now, I wish to ~av this, that dur-
ing my three years’ experience in
western world, I never was
treated with more respect and eivil-
itv by strangers than while in
Utah, and [ see more immoral con-

duet in the various forms of so-call- |
ed Christian churches in one day |

lere than | did all the time of my
among the Mormons. I am
believer

in the

taught in the Bible, and the Mor- |
mon has just as good authority for |

oh

his belief as any Christian chureh

has for its fool rites, ceremonies and |
' beliefs.

I can see no more sense or
reason forunseating a congressman
for believing in the one than the
other. It is a poor rule that won’t
work both ways.

The constitution says that church
and state are two separate organ-
izations and the one shall not in-
terfere with the other; how, then,
are we going to bring a man’s re-
ligious opinions in question under
these conditions and rule him out
of his seat in the congress of the
United States? What wonld Wash-
ington, Jefferson or Paine say in a
case of this kind? We know what

they have said, and we don’t sup-|

pose they would change their opin-
ions a particle. I look wupon
whole thing as a humbug.
writer says the people of this coun-
try like to be humbugged, and if
they think this a good chaunce, let
them piteh in.

“ne

The Religion of Humanity.

BY C. ELTON BLANCHARD.

Extract from a lecturedelivered at Paine
Hall, Boston, Januaryv 1, 1899,
Christians are impervioustoany-
thing that is funny about super-
Their eyes and ears are
shut. They follow the advice of
the Quaker, who said to his son on

stition.

his wedding day:

“My gon, when thee went a court-
ing, I told thee to keep thy eyes
wide open. Now thee is married, I
tell thee 1o keep them half shut.”

[ ask you to remember that rev-
erence is a fetish. Reverence noth-
ing that reason cannot respect,

My friends, let me modify the
When

be excused for

Quaker’s advice. we were

savages we could

'shutting our eyes against truth, but

as one of

the |

[ can, seeking to revive in the hu-
man mind the slambering reason of
[ am a preacher of the bless-
|

I want peo-

men.
ed Religion of Humanity. want
to make new converts.
ple, who are still in the toils of su-
pernaturalism, to take a new start

|

make new soldiers of the

in life: to turn over a new leaf.
want to
law that is, and was, and always

Who
This is the cry.

will be. will begin now?
Some young man
or woman comes to me and says:
“What is the new religion you
preach? Why is it better than the
religion of Jesus Christ, the church
and the Bible? Why shouldIturn
from the teachings of my mother?
[ learned iny prayers at her knee,
and when she died she made me
promise to meet her over there
My mother was the noblest of wo-
Her love was poured out to
me from the time of my birth until

'she went home to God.

men.

My moth-
er’s religion is good enough for me,
why should I give it up?”

My friend, listen. To love your
‘mother and to reverence what she
is natural—indeed
that the same is true
I would not for the world
hurt your feelings, but facts are
stubborn things. Your good moth-
‘er was mistaken. Many other
'mothers have been good and loving
rthnugh they followed Buddha,Brah-

‘reverenced 80

'natural of

brutes.

'ma or some other “savior of the

‘world.” Men not
'good or bad because of what they
'believe. But belief in dogma helps
'to make them bad often, as history
‘can many times prove. I ask you
to give up faith and set your rea-
son free. The religion we offer—
we Infidels—says: Do right; obey
[t says, there

or women are

law; live for good.
is no escape for punishment for sin.
All sin is dependent on matter; I
never knew of a sinner after he was
dead, but I have heard of dead sin-
ners! Our religion says: If you
lie, you ot only know you are a
liar, but, worse yet, the laws of the
mind will so operate that by and by
you cannot tell yourself whether
you are telling the truth or not,
and I excuse a great many preach-
ere on this same principle! (For
the greatest of these is Charity).
If a man eats too much dinner,
or drinks too much beer—I don’t
drink myself, it’s against my re-
ligion—he would be just as con-
sistent to get down upon his knees
and pray, “Oh, Lord, please for-
give me, I have eaten too much
spring chicken. My stomach aches
terribly. Oh,take away this pain,”
as the Christian who says: “Dear
Savior, I have sinned in thy sight.
[ am not worthy of thy love. I
borrowed five dollars and forgot to
pay it. I had a little toot last

night, and, dear Jesus, please for-
give me.”




